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January 18, 2022  

For Immediate Release 

Press Release by SJT: Weaponized famine used as tool of war is creating hell in Tigray, Ethiopia 

 

The war in Tigray is now over 420 days old and the destruction, death, and misery it has left in its wake are 

unprecedented. It is not an exaggeration to say that it is the world’s cruelest and most savage current humanitarian crisis 

which uses war, siege and weaponized starvation as primary tools. We have witnessed a war theatre in Tigray where 

crimes against humanity are rampant and genocide is being committed. As Dr. Tedros of the WHO said, ‘blockade has 

created hell in Ethiopia’s Tigray region.’ 

This war has created man made famine because of the deliberate blockage food and supplies from entering Tigray. The 

siege of Tigray is air-tight and in all directions. The 10 June 2021 declaration by the UN’s most senior humanitarian 

official was the clearest indication that the embattled Tigray faced a severe food emergency. Now close to five million 

Tigrayans are under emergency level conditions per the Famine Early Warning System Network classification  More 

precisely, the affected population now falls under emergency (phase four) and famine (phase five) of the Famine Early 

Warning System Network classification. A famine is declared when households have an extreme lack of food even after 

they’ve used all available coping strategies. It’s when starvation, death, destitution, and extremely critical acute 

malnutrition levels are evident and widespread. 

Despite all the warnings and concerns expressed by US, EU, UN, UNSC, UNHRC, Amnesty International, Human Rights 

Watch and many more, Ethiopia’s Prime Minster Abiy Ahmed has turned a deaf ear and people are dying from hunger 

and lack of medicine. To makes matter worse, the Ethiopian Air Force has been conducting drone attacks that are killing 

innocent civilians. Many of the civilian killed are displaced persons that escaped the ethnic cleansing campaign in 

Western Tigray carried out by Ethiopian, Eritrean, Amhara Militia, Amhara paramilitary (Fano) and Somalia government 

troops.  The drones and other military support are being provided by the governments of China, UAE, Turkey, and Iran.  

These attacks on the displaced persons are destroying what ever meager belonging and property that they managed 

salvage as they escaped the scorched earth bombardment and ethnic cleansing in Western Tigray.  

The Ethiopian government has imposed complete communication blackout in Tigray to hide its criminal actions and the 

magnitude of the unprecedented humanitarian crisis. The world bodies need to act and take decisive measures or steps 

beyond expressing concern before millions of people perish. The lack of serious action by the international community 

will be the death knell for Tigray and her people. This is the time to act and go beyond words. 

On behalf of the people of Tigray who are suffering from a continuing and unfolding humanitarian catastrophe 

deliberately created through the blockade and siege, we are asking for:       

                                                             

1) Implementation of a ceasefire and an end to hostilities followed by negotiated peace 

2) Unfettered access for humanitarian aid to the people of Tigray                                                                                                                                                                                      

3) A verifiable withdrawal of Eritrean and Amhara forces which is the linchpin for ending the siege and blockade. 

We are calling for an immediate action now! 

As Martin Luther King said, ‘Injustice anywhere is Injustice Everywhere.’  

Dr. Teka Neguse  

President, Security and Justice for Tigrayans (SJT)  
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