
 

OPEN LETTER TO THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY ON THE EXISTING 

HUMANITARIAN CRISIS IN TIGRAY 

To: The UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, 

President of the United Nations Security Council, 

New York 

c.c. The EU High Representative Mogherini, 

Commissioner of the AUF Musaf qi, 

Your Excellency Secretary-General, 

The Alliance Civil Society of Organization of Tigray/ACSOT/, an umbrella more than 

fifty civil society organizations operating in Tigray, appeal for the immediate 

intervention of your office on the humanitarian crisis in Tigray. We all recognize your 

excellency Secretary General your full understanding of the whole context of the war 

in Tigray as well as your deep concern on its subsequent effects on the lives of 

millions of Tigrayans, especially on children, women and girls, the elderly, the 

disabled and the urban and rural poor in general. Today, as we speak, tens of 

hundreds of children and hundreds of thousands of other helpless people 

everywhere in Tigray are dying as the result of the catastrophic man-made famine 

and rapidly spreading diseases. This continues to be the case, unless the decimated 



public services, such as banking, electricity, telecommunications, and other 

infrastructures are restored, and the blockade of transport routes that could have 

supplied food aid to the needy are open. 

Your Excellency Secretary General, 

As you know very well, from various independent news/information sources and 

humanitarian aid agencies, including Under Secretary General for Humanitarian 

Affairs and Emergency Program, Mr. Martin Griffiths, the conditions in Tigray still 

remain to be deteriorating and the situation of children, women and other vulnerable 

groups continues worsening as the result of the appalling starvation, The level of 

food shortages is devastating, and the threat?" 

real. To date, only 10% of the total food aid and medical supplies needed, are 

believed to have reached Tigray, whereas 5.6 million people in the wider rural and 

urban settings are without access to basic food supplies and safe drinking water and 

about 2.2 million are internally displaced and are at risk of starvation. On top of this 

UNICEF reports more than 100,000 children are severely acute malnourished and 

33,000 children are at risk of death and the number of dying children is reported to 

been steadily increasing. Moreover, due to critical shortage of medical and food 

supply more than 400,000 people especially women of adult age have reached near 

famine. Assessments also indicate 79% of pregnant and lactating women are acutely 

malnourished and could be subjected to more pregnancy related complications 

including maternal death during birth and delivery. The war is also seriously affecting 

access to health services and education, 

The failure to resolve the conflict through dialogue, has continued to hinder access 

to humanitarian emergency aid c to Tigray. The shutdown of government and private 

banks, electricity, telecommunications and internet services, and the subsequent lack 

of salary payments to public servants and non-governmental organizations has 

crippled humanitarian, public services and commercial activities. 

Your Excellency Secretary General, 

Since November 4, 2020, we recall on several occasions that we have been expressing 

our concerns and called up on the international community for immediate and 

decisive action to reverse the humanitarian crisis in Tigray. We, therefore, urge your 



good office and other members of the International Community to put pressure on 

the responsible parties to: 

• Immediately lift blockade of all transport routs and allow unfettered access to 

humanitarian aid; 

 Restore basic services, including banking, telecommunications, internet and 

electricity, e Establish an independent global body for the investigation of all 

mass atrocities and prosecution of perpetrators, 

• The immediate withdrawal of Eritrean and Amhara forces from the occupied 

territories of Tigray and facilitate the return IDPs back to their home of origin. 

Finally, we call up on all parties to the conflict to work towards cease fire and 

settlement of their differences through peaceful dialogue. 

May Peace Prevail on Earth! 

 

 

 

List of Local Civil Societies in Tigray is hereby attached.









 


