
 

  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   

  
Ethiopia Bombs Marketplace in Togoga Village, Tigray   

Washington, D.C., June 22, 2021 — Scores of civilians were killed and injured today when 

an Ethiopian jet bombed a market in the village of Togoga, situated approximately 25 kilometers 

outside of Tigray’s capital, Mekelle. Togoga's weekly market falls on Tuesdays and attracts more 

than half a dozen neighboring villages and small towns to market. This week supposedly attracted a 

large number of farmers out to buy seeds and inputs before they miss on the seeding season. The 

bombings came exactly 33 years after DERG fighter jets bombed and killed over 2,500 civilians in 

Hawzien, Tigray on Wednesday, a popular market day, on June 22, 1988. The same fascists and 

their offspring are now back at it. As they say, old habits die hard.   
  

To make matters worse ENDF and Eritrean soldiers have blocked Red Cross ambulances and 

emergency responders from entering Togoga to help the wounded, as they attempt to keep images 

and reports of the atrocities from reaching the international community. The number of casualties 

and the extent of the massacre is thus still unclear. Abiy Ahmed’s administration, a day after opening 

his so called election process, rather a coronation, has continued to implement his fascist and 

genocidal campaign on Tigray.  
  
There have thus far been reports of:  

• Over 230 civilian massacres, since the beginning of war which have been 

evidenced through a number of comprehensive investigative reports.  

• The rape of over 22,000 Tigrayan women and little girls by gangs of Ethiopian 

soldiers, and invading Amhara forces and Eritrean troops.   

• The displacement of millions, while over 63,000 Tigrayans have been recorded as 

refugees in neighbouring Sudan. Credible reports indicate that many more would 

have escaped if Ethiopian and Eritrean troops had not blocked the border crossing.  

• 350,000   

• Approximately 5.2 million people remain in need of emergency food assistance  

The international community, although aware of the atrocities and crimes against humanity, and 

hesitant remonstrance, has yet to take the necessary actions to ensure the protection of civilians. 

Meanwhile the  civilian population continues to languish in hunger, suffering and terror of what hell 

Abiy Ahmed  and Issais Afeworki will unleash next.  
  

We again urgently call on the international community to stop being complicit to genocide and the 
massacre of an entire population. We particularly call on the UN Security Council to establish a no fly 
zone over Tigray to ensure that military airplanes are not allowed to bomb civilians at whim. The UN 
Security Council should immediately exercise its mandate to maintain international peace and 
security. There are enough reports from its own UN agencies calling for similar action, and the 
UNSC’s refusal to act in face of all the evidence is a dereliction of duty. Inaction to violence is after 
all an act of violence itself.   
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https://www.researchgate.net/publication/349824181_Tigray_Atlas_of_the_humanitarian_situation
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/349824181_Tigray_Atlas_of_the_humanitarian_situation
https://www.c-span.org/video/?512141-1/hearing-tigray-conflict-ethiopia
https://www.c-span.org/video/?512141-1/hearing-tigray-conflict-ethiopia
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/82978
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/82978
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-55106353
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-55106353
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/wfp-ethiopia-tigray-emergency-response-situation-report-1
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/wfp-ethiopia-tigray-emergency-response-situation-report-1
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