
                                                       

 
 

Inaugural Ceremony of Seed Store, Office and Seed laboratory 

(Hadinet Raya Seed Producer & Marketing Union Cooperative PLC) 

The partnerships program initiated by Mekelle University Integrated Seed Sector 

Development (MU-ISSD) and the Ethiopian Agricultural Transformation Agency (ATA) 

has been very successful and is bearing fruit. The collaboration between the two parties 

started back in November 2014 to undertake capacity development support for 

community-based seed producers in Tigray region. The objective of the collaboration is 

to bring about sustainable agricultural transformation in a bid to ensure food security. 

As a continuation of the first phase sub-contract agreement between the two parties, 

two newly established seed unions located at Maichew and Axum were selected for the 

construction of modern seed stores by mobilizing joint resources. 

Hadinet Raya Seed Producer & 

Marketing Union Cooperative PLC was 

established during a special 

ceremony that took place at Maichew 

in April 2016. The Union has 13 

primary SPCs under its umbrella with 

2,138 members (504 Female & 1,634 

Male). 

According to the sub-contract agreement, a modern seed store was constructed at 

Maichew with the financial support from ATA and co-founding contribution from Mekelle 

University and the local community as well. 

Adjacent to the seed store, ATA also constructed office with many rooms and seed 

laboratory for the union which was inaugurated the same day 11 November 2017.  

During the inaugural ceremony, federal and regional ATA representatives, federal and 

regional BoARD representatives, MU-ISSD technical staff, TARI staff, woreda offices of 

agriculture, zone and woreda administrators and farmers were in attendance. The event 

was colorfully celebrated.  

 

 

Hadnet Raya seed union establishment ceremony 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the afternoon, a discussion forum was chaired by Ato Fiseha Bezabih, deputy head of 

BoARD and Ato Solomon Abraha, head of Cooperative Promotion and Market 

Development Agency. 

 

In the introductory part, the seed union manger, Ato Kalayu Birhanu made a power point 

presentation on the union’s performance to date and plans for 2017. He stressed that 

the union is facing challenges associated with market linkage, electric power and 

transportation facilities. According to the manger, the seed union has planned to 

purchase 15,774 quintal of seed from its members in 2017. He noted that post-harvest 

technology mobilization and loan process are underway to realize the plan. 

During the discussion, representatives from different partners (federal, region, zone and 

wereda) stressed the significance of the inaugurated infrastructures in transforming the 

seed sector in general and in enhancing the seed value chain in particular. 

 

ATA representative, Dr. Yitbarek Semeane expressed his delight and congratulated 

Hadinet Raya Seed Union on possessing modern seed store with full facilities. 

Furthermore, as a way forward, he advised the union members to put in place a clear 

vision as far as seed business and marketing channels are concerned. He thanked 

Mekelle University and other stakeholders for their commitment in the construction of 

the seed store. 

Representatives from the federal ministry of agriculture, BOARD, ISSD and TARI also 

pledged to continue supporting the seed union until a time that the union becomes 

technically well equipped.  

In conclusion, important issues of great concern were raised on what to do with the 

unused seed cleaners located at Ayba Tabia and Maichew. Ato Fiseha Bezabih, deputy 

head of BoARD took an assignment to closely study the case in a bid to address the 

delayed utilization of the indicated post-harvest technologies.  

The inaugural ceremony of the seed store, office and seed laboratory  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Before starting the inauguration ceremony, a briefing was given by Ato Abraham, ATA 

technical expert on the overall schedule and objective. Thus, the program started by a 

field visit which was organized by Emba Alaje werda office of agriculture where seed 

multiplication sites of different crop varieties were observed. A cluster of well performing 

wheat varieties was observed. Moreover, a new wheat variety (WEGENA) was also 

demonstrated & is expected to be promising according to the views of the farmers. 

The chairman of Birhan Ayba SPC (Riesse Debri) pointed out that the SPC has signed an 

agreement to supply 2,500 quintal of seed to Hadinet Raya Seed Union and at the same 

time to supply 900 quintal of malt-barley seed to Raya Brewery PLC.  

The field visit participants expressed their appreciation on the efforts made by Emba 

Alaje wereda office of agriculture for supporting the farmers and creating market 

linkages with the seed union and Raya Brewery PLC. 

Wheat multiplication field observation at Birhan Ayba SPC (one of the primary 
cooperative members of Hadinet Raya Seed Union) 


