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Citizens Vowed to Sustain Renaissance on the 9th National Flag Day 

 Fekadu W  10-18-16 

 

 

Ethiopians across the country has observed the National Flag Celebration for the 9 th  time on 

Monday October 17, 2016.with the theme ``Our Flag is the Expression of Our Sovereignty and 

Emblem of Unity Founded on Our Diversity’’.The day has been marked with various assortments 

including dramas, plays, waving flags and hoisting them in a big ceremonial procession. 

The 9thNational Flag Celebration (NFC) comes at a time when our national pride is strengthening 

and transforming to a new height, guest of honor, President MulatuTeshome said. Our flag is the 

identity of proud Ethiopians who have long history of civilization; it represents the new Ethiopia. 

In addition to preserving early cultures and values, the current generation is making the national 

flag to rise up by rallying behind the efforts being made to build democracy. 

Under our flagship, he said, the huge development projects underway in the county, including 

the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD) are the flagship projects of Ethiopians in unison. 

We should foil destructive ideas by maintaining our unity, he said, and urged citizens to work 

hard for the success of the second Growth and Transformation Plan (GTP-II), which aims to 

bring about a rapid economic transformation in the country. 
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Our flag has enabled the country to realize sizeable development in the area of agriculture and 

support drought-affected citizens without major support from donors as was in the time of Derg 

and Haile-Silassie regimes. Moreover, encouraging efforts are being observed in the area of 

executing mega projects like the GERD and the railway projects.GERD is well underway to be 

finalized as per schedule and our cross-country railway has started its maiden service last 

September. 

The flag has also helped to build giant industrial parks and accelerate our journey to industry-led 

economy. So far, nation has built quintessential industry park in Hawassa and many more same 

projects are expected to be constructed across the country during the Second Growth and 

Transformation Plan. These parks would help create thousands of jobs and build greater capacity 

to compete in the global market 

National Flag represents transcendental values of the country and its peoples, lasting peace , 

equality and peaceful co-existence. According to him, it has been a must to eradicate rent-

seeking and solve the current good governance problems with a view to enhance the pride of our 

national Flag. 

Dr. Mulatu stressed that our effort to alleviate poverty and build the positive image of Ethiopia 

has enabled us to boost the pride of our Flag at international forums. And this effort will continue 

as far as possible with the coordinated effort of citizens. 

Similarly, regarding Flag Day Celebration (FDC), Speaker of the House of Peoples’ 

Representatives, Abadula Gemeda said that the Flag has enabled to rally Ethiopian People and 

achieve amazing results related to poverty reduction, democratization and social development.He 

said Ethiopia’s youth should stand together under the national flag and make every effort to 

ensure and sustain the country’s renaissance. 

The Speaker stressed that Ethiopia has come a long way on its renaissance journey. The youth of 

the country should make concerted effort in the fight against poverty. Currently, he said, 

patriotism could be expressed through hard work in every sphere of life and lending a hand when 

the country stands in need of assistance. 
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He said the Flag has been contributing a lot to prevail peace and stability over the last two 

decades. It has enabled to realize double-digit growth and make the country honored on 

continental and international stages. Nation has come a long way from the verge of disintegration 

nearly 25 years ago, he said, and reached a stage of exemplary growth and development under a 

democratic government. He stressed that this is real time to stand together and celebrate this 

success by hoisting our flag high as a symbol of our national unity and mutual identity. 

Ethiopia is currently branded as a country with a promising future by changing its past image of 

backwardness, civil war and poverty, Speaker of HPR, said. Rallying of citizens behind their 

Flag has enabled to prevail constitutional order and democracy in the country. And the 

constitutional order and democracy existing in the country allowed Ethiopians to intensify effort 

in their fight against poverty. 

Celebrating National Flag Day enables to accelerate implementation of the second Growth and 

Transformation Plan (GTP-II) and sustain struggle against poverty; take our renaissance journey 

to a higher level and conquer the enemies of Ethiopia and terrorists who are bent on 

dismantlingitand threatening its existence. 

Abadula said residents of Addis Ababa City could not celebrate the Day at the city's national 

stadium due to the state of emergency declared by the House of Peoples Representatives a week 

earlier. The state of emergency has been declared for the sake of securing peace and order and 

town residents may celebrate the Flag Day in their respective offices and localities.  

He called on Ethiopian people to exert rigorous efforts more than ever and raise our Flag higher 

as it symbolizes our national pride. It is a means to defeat poverty by joining hands and exerting 

insurmountable effort.  In addition, he said when we celebrate our Flag we should commemorate 

and honor the martyrs of freedom who sacrificed their lives for unity, freedom and justice as well 

as pledge to realize the renaissance of the country. 

The Mayor of Addis Ababa city, Mayor Diriba Kuma said the national flag is a symbol of the 

unity of the nations, nationalities and peoples of the country. It is, he said a representation of our 

oath to live in mutual respect and unity. It is a sign of our democratic unity. We need to keep the 

values that tie us together and join hands to ensure and sustain Ethiopia’s renaissance. The 
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Mayor urged the people of Addis Ababa and the country at large to fight rent-seeking, 

corruption, narrow nationalism, chauvinism and  resist religious fundamentalism, which are 

potential threats to the centuries-long mutual respect and tolerance in the country. 

The Mayor also encouraged the people to make every effort to help the country attain the key 

goals set under the second Growth and Transformation Plan and keep the flag hoisted high in 

international arena.  

Regarding the history and the composition of the Flag, some sources said that the green-yellow-

red flag first appeared in 06 October 1897. It was the flag of Ethiopia that became the basis for 

the Pan African colors. Before the end of the Ethiopian Empire, the colors were interpreted as: 

red for power and faith; yellow for peace, natural wealth and love; and green for land and hope.  

However, after lengthy journey of many twists and turns through dictator regimes,  the current 

flag of Ethiopia was adopted on 06 February 1996 which is a green-yellow-red tricolor with the 

national emblem in the centre. The emblem, also used as the coat of arms, is light blue disk with 

a diameter approximately half length of the hoist inscribed with yellow pentagram symbol. 

Constitution Art.3/1 states that the flag shall consist of green at the top, yellow in the middle and 

red at the bottom, and shall have national emblem at the center(its circumference curves on the 

mid-point of the width of both the green and red colors). The three colors shall be set 

horizontally in equal dimension. 

National emblem on the flag shall reflect the hope of the nations, nationalities and peoples as 

well as religious communities of Ethiopia to live together in equality and unity. In addition, 

members of the federation may have their own respective flags and emblems and shall determine 

the details thereof through their respective legislature. 

The three equal horizontal bands of green (top), yellow, and red, with a yellow pentagram and 

single yellow rays emanating from the angles between the points on a light blue disk centered on 

the three bands; green represents hope and the fertility of the land, yellow symbolizes justice and 

harmony, while red stands for sacrifice and heroism in the defense of the land; the blue of the 
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disk symbolizes peace and the pentagram represents the unity and equality of the nationalities 

and peoples of Ethiopia. 

 

Over all, the national flag symbolizes the honor and beauty of the Ethiopian people: green 

represents the fertility of the country, yellow the religious freedom found there, and red the lives 

sacrificed in the protection of national integrity. 

   

The new emblem will have a radiant star with equidistant rays to show the equality of all ethnic 

groups as well as creed and gender equity.  The shining rays from the star testify to a bright 

future for Ethiopia, and surrounding the emblem will be a blue background to denote peace and 

democracy in Ethiopia. 

The 9th Flag Day Celebration has enabled to renew the commitment of citizens. Citizens have 

vowed to accelerate renaissance of the country there by eradicating poverty, securing peace and 

stability of the country and flying the National Flag high in the international arena. Unity 

established on the consent of the people has so far enabled to reduce poverty in a meaningful 

manner and set Ethiopia on the track of fast growing countries. 

It is believed that the new commitment of citizens to secure peace and stability of the country 

and realize the Second Growth and Transformation Plan will help the country materialize 

amazing development and join the status of middle income countries soon. And this will in turn 

realize the lofty goal of the country to become conducive and habitable home to its citizens.  
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