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Ethiopia – Canada Trade and Investment Forum 
completed successfully! 

The Ethiopia-Canada Trade and Investment Forum was organized by Embassy of the 

Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia to Canada  in collaboration with WAFA 

Marketing and Promotion ,Amara Regional state and  MINEAfrica inc. Higher Government 

Officials  from the Federal and Amhara region state and 35 Ethiopian business 

communities led by H.E Demeke Mekonnen Deputy Prime Minister of the Federal 

Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, as well as Ms. Leslie Norton, Director General for 

Eastern and Southern Africa Division at Global Affairs Canada  and more than 85 

Canadian business communities attended the forum held from 17th  to 18th May, 2016 in 

Toronto. 

 
 

The Forum was organized with a view to contributing to the ongoing efforts of showcasing 

the untapped trade and investment opportunities in various sectors of the Ethiopian 

economy to the Canadian business communities. It was also a platform for Ethiopian 

businessmen, federal and Amara regional state officials to promote the various 

investment opportunities and projects as well as Ethiopian export products to participants 

of the forum. 
 

The event was featured an Opening Ceremony highlight of which was a remark by H. E 

Demeke Mekonnen, Deputyt prime minister of the Federal Democratic Republic of 

Ethiopia and the welcome speech by H.E. Mrs. Birtukan Ayano Ambassador 

Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia to 
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Canada. Both Speakers said “Ethiopia is mentioned as one of the fastest non-oil 

producing economies registering double-digit growth over the last 12 years. It is also one 

of the largest destination of Foreign Direct Investment in Africa, and a country with the 

right development trajectory. Ethiopia today has a lot to offer for global trading and 

development partners. With a conducive business environment, political stability, sound 

economic policies, macro-economic stability, abundant natural resources, a large and 

trainable work force, low-cost energy, a sizeable and captive market, and one of the 

cleanest business climates; Ethiopia is now looking for serious trade and investment 

relationships.” And highly encouraged Canadian companies to invest in, and to trade with, 

one of Africa’s most promising emerging markets--Ethiopia. 

Ms. Leslie Norton, Director General for Eastern and Southern Africa Division at Global 

Affairs Canada also said,” this forum strengthens the Trade and Investment ties between 

the two countries” and called Canadian business communities to exploit the opportunities 

offered by Ethiopia as well as supports provide by Export Development Canada and 

Trade Facilitation office of Canada.  

 

Figures   H.E Demeke Mekonen H.E Ambassador Birtukan Ayano and H.E. Leslie Norton (from Global Affairs of Canada) respectively 
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Excellent presentations on the second Growth and Transformation Plan (GTP2), 

Business climate in Ethiopia and Amara regional state as well as business opportunities 

in the manufacturing sector in Amara region were presented during the forum. Export 

Development Canada and Trade Facilitation office of Canada also presented the support 

they give to Canadian and Ethiopia exporters respectively. The presentations were 

followed by exhaustive discussions, questions and answers sessions. After 

comprehensive discussions and deliberations, participants subsequently made fruitful 

Business to Business and Business to Government meetings. In the Business to 

Business meetings, most of the participants of the forum got potential partners. 
The deputy prime minister also conducted side meetings with Yeni Energy፣ Circum 

Minerals፣ East Africa Metals፣ the Lionsrock፣ CPCS፣HATCH and Belyea & Associates plc 

during the forum and on May 19th, 2016. 
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Participants of the forum commented the Embassy of the Federal Democratic Republic 

of Ethiopia and WAFA Marketing and Promotion for organizing the Ethiopia-Canada 

Trade and Investment forum which was quite informative and beneficial to participants. 

They equally expressed special appreciation to Federal and Amara regional state officials 

who presented informative presentations. They also appreciated the presence of higher 

officials from Global Affairs Canada, the presentations made by Export Development 

Canada and Trade Facilitation Office Canada. All Participants commented to conduct 

such Trade and Investment forum annually. 
 

Generally, this forum triggered Canadian business communities to invest in Ethiopia and 

import Ethiopian export products. Similarly, Ethiopian business communities were also 

satisfied and motivated to exploit this opportunity.  Showed  

The Embassy of the Federal Republic of Ethiopia to Canada has similar Trade and 

Investment mission plan to Ethiopia from June 16 to 17, 2016 and all Canadian business 

communities invited to join the mission in the speeches delivered, during the 

Presentations as well as in the Business to Government discussions. A number of 

participants showed interest in joining the trade and investment mission and see the 

opportunities practically.  

Finally, the Embassy of the Federal Republic of Ethiopia to Canada extended sincere 

appreciation to the organizers of the forum, participants and to those who presented 

fascinating presentations.    


