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Ambassador Teshome briefed COAFR representatives 

On 23 November 2016, a discussion was convened at the EU Council in Brussels 

between representatives of the Embassy of Ethiopia and the Council Africa Working 

Party (COAFR), responsible for the management of EU external policy towards sub-

Saharan Africa. 

During the briefing, H.E. 

Ambassador Teshome Toga 

briefed the 

COAFR representatives of 

the 28 EU member 

countries about the current 

situation in Ethiopia and 

answered their questions. 

 

In his statement, 

Ambassador Teshome 

reminded the importance of 

the mutually beneficial 

Ethiopia-EU partnership which was recently elevated to a strategic level. 

This partnership is providing a permanent framework to hold high-level and expert 

consultations, organize an Ethiopia-EU business forum and address challenges such as 

forced migration, economic development and democratization process.  

The Ambassador also gave insights about how the State of Emergency declared last 

October enabled the country to recover its peace and security, with social, economic 

and other activities getting back to normalcy. 
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In this regard, he emphasized that some measures such as the travel restrictions for 

diplomats had already been lifted given that peace and security had been restored, and 

that some travel warnings of European foreign ministries have also been amended in a 

positive way. 

Answering issues raised by the members of COAFR, the Ethiopian representative 

further underlined the State of Emergency was not meant to address the grievance of 

some parts of the population but rather to make sure peace and security are present in 

the country. 

More importantly, an in-depth reform package including cabinet reshuffle, reform of 

electoral law and other fundamental reforms is being prepared through in-depth 

consultations with the public and opposition parties, and could be presented in the next 

months.  

On their sides, the COAFR representatives reiterated the importance of the partnership 

between the EU and Ethiopia and assured that they would be ready to assist Ethiopia 

in the field of democratization process since some European countries have recently 

gone through similar developments. 

Finally, the 

representatives of the 

European countries 

expressed their strong 

appreciation of the 

work of the Ethiopian 

government to restore 

peace and security in 

the country, as well 

its plan to undertake 

the necessary 

political and social 

reforms. 

 


