
Tigray Festival 2015 - Seattle 

On the occasion of the 41st anniversary of the Union of Tigreans in North America (UTNA), Tigray Festival 

2015 has been colorfully celebrated in Seattle for five days starting from Wed July 29 to Sun Aug 2nd. 

Approximately close to 1,500 guests from all US states and 

Canada attended this 5-day annual event. The event was 

officially launched on Wednesday with a short introductory 

meeting of UTNA representatives of all chapters under the 

theme of renewed commitment and inclusiveness which was 

followed by an all-day meeting on Thursday – which in turn was 

concluded by electing new officers for the next two years after 

constructive and lengthy deliberations. 

TDA had also its annual meeting on Friday with the presence of the board chairman, Dr. Kindeya G.hiwet 

of Mekelle University. After the presentation of the annual report, TDA members deliberated on the 

need of reinforcing the current board and implementation of active projects. 

Organized by the Tigrean youth 

association, Friday night was rocking 

with music by Wedi Kokeb and 

Tesfay G.Yohans(circus) along with 

colorful music shows by the youth 

representing all nations and 

nationalities in Ethiopia. Members of 

the loosely organized youth association have pledged to strengthen and take their association to the 

next level. One other event of the youth was a soccer tournament – and Ganta Chded (ጋንታ ጭደድ) of 

Seattle won against Portland with a score of 6:1. 

Our guests of honor were delegates of the regional gov’t of 

Tigray W/ro Trfu Kidanemariam, Dr. Kindeya G.hiwet, Ato 

Daniel Assefa, and W/ro Mebrat Beyene from the Ethiopian 

Embassy in Los Angeles. The delegates held a public town hall 

meeting on Saturday and answered so many candid questions 

from the audience after a detailed power point presentation 

by the Finance bureau head, Ato Daniel Assefa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the end of the Q and A session with the gov’t officials, a non-profit organization established by US 

doctors in Seattle, known as Seattle Alliance Outreach(SAO) involved in supporting the enhancement of 

medical care in Ethiopia, used the opportunity for a short informational presentation to the audience 

about their involvement in hospitals like the Black Lion and Aider hospital. 



 

The main event at the Double Tree Hotel on Saturday was opened with a congratulatory message by 

TPLF’s Executive Committee member, W/ro Trfu Kidanemariam and the rest of the night was electrified 

with music by artists Tesfay G.yohans, Berhe Amare, Berhane Kidane, Mizan Negasi, Berhane Haile, 

Mulu Hailu and Seyoum Tesfay. The women’s association of Seattle also took the stage for a brief 

Ashenda show reminding us of the Ashenda season in Tigray. 

 

Saturday Night at Double Tree Hotel  
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The five day event was then concluded on Sunday with a three – hour cruise tour around Lake Union in 

Seattle. 

 

 

We had a blast and a very successful event!-----and many thanks to the Festival Organizing Committee  

 and 

Special thanks to the Tigrean Women Association in Seattle !! 

 

By:   Zenebe Nega (for UTNA) 


