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The new Ethiopian Permanent Representative to 
the United Nations Office at Geneva and other 
International Organisations in Switzerland, H.E. 
Ambassador Negash Kebret Botora, presented 
today his letters of credence to the Acting 
Director-General of the United Nations Office at 
Geneva, Mr. Michael Moller. During the meeting, 
Ambassador  Negash Kebret Botora talked about 
the long standing cooperation and                
relationship    between the United Nations and   

Ethiopia. He mentioned that Ethiopia, being the oldest and independent country in 
Africa, was one of the first African countries to become member of the League of 
Nations: predecessor of the United Nations Organisation.   

He also called that Ethiopia was not only one of the 51 founding member states of 
the United Nations, but it also attended the San Francisco Conference in 1945 
which adopted the Charter of the United Nations. The Ambassador also 
mentioned the excellent cooperation existing between Ethiopia and the United 
Nations system at large and that today the largest UN Country Team in Africa is 
found in Ethiopia. The representational number is currently 26, but soon will 
increase to 28 with the new representative offices of UNCTAD and ITC in Addis 
Ababa.  
 
In terms of development and cooperation, the Ambassador informed the Acting 
Director-General that Ethiopia is among  the forefront the works together with the 
United Nations under Delivery As One System and that the United Nations, 
through its Funds, programmes and Agencies is supporting Ethiopia’s current 
Growth and Transformation Plan within the framework of the UN Development 
Assistance Framework (UNDAF). The Ambassador took the advantage of the 
occasion to provide information with regard to Ethiopia’s contributions to the full 
realisation of the objectives and principles of the United Nations and mentioned 
two main areas, among others, where Ethiopia’s active participation in UN Peace 
Keeping Operations and its generous hospitality towards hosting refugees from its 
neighbouring countries which are well known by the International community. 
The Ambassador informed the Acting Director-General that Ethiopia has already 
conducted four democratic elections over the last two plus decades and is currently 
making extensive preparations to hold the 5th national elections this May 2015. He 
also underlined that conducting elections in a fair, free, transparent and democratic 
manner is the corner stone for building a democratic society. The Government of 
Ethiopia is committed to ensure that the forthcoming national election is taking 



place in a democratic manner and will do all in its power to make the election a 
success, he added. 
 
The Ambassador assured the Acting Director-General of Ethiopia’s continued 
cooperation with the UN and that during his term of office will make sure that the 
cooperation will be further enhanced to the satisfaction of both Ethiopia and the 
United Nations. 
 
The Acting Director-General warmly welcome the Ambassador and expressed the 
UN gratitude to Ethiopia’s close cooperation with the UN System and appreciated 
Ethiopia’s role, in particular in the area of international peace and security, not only 
globally, but also in the African countries and its sub-region. He also expressed 
thanks to the Government of Ethiopia for extending its unreserved cooperation in 
the field of peacekeeping operations as well as in hosting refugees and providing 
them shelter and protection from persecution. The Acting Director-General also 
mentioned Ethiopia’s historical collaboration with the UN System right from the 
inception of the United Nations and he has also requested Ethiopia’s support to 
the initiative of the Acting Director-General to re-innovate the United Nations 
Geneva Office with the cultural heritages of the member states and to the revival 
of the work of the conference as the sole multilateral negotiations forum for 
disarmament affairs. 
 
The Ambassador assured him of Ethiopia’s willingness and cooperation to work 
with the office and members states of the United Nations in the years to come. 


