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German–Ethiopia Business Network Formed  

Some 30 Friends of Ethiopia from the business & 

media community, comprised of both Germans and Ethio-

pians living in Frankfurt and the surroundings, gathered 

on 28th Feb.2014, at the Consulate General Office of Ethio-

pia in Frankfurt, decided to form a German–Ethiopia Busi-

ness Network, whose aim is to promote business between 

German and Ethiopia. 

They arrived at this conclusion, after having a 

lively discussion on doing business in Ethiopia, at the invi-

tation of the Office of the Consulate General of Ethiopia in 

Frankfurt. 

All issues, be it promoting or hindering business, 

were discussed in a very frank and constructive way. It 

was underlined that Ethiopia has all the pre-requisites to 

promote business, such as peace and stability, low level of 

corruption, a developing infrastructure and an overall sta-

ble macro-economic situation. However, the shortage of 

skilled man power and some bureaucratic hurdles were 

also raised, as hindrances to the fast developing economy. 

It was pointed out that, every business should try 

to train the man-power necessary to run the particular 

businesses, as there is a readiness to learn quickly on the 

part of the labour force in Ethiopia. 

It was also added that, the low level of German 

business in Ethiopia, is first and foremost because of the 

hesitation of German businesses to go to Africa on the one 

hand, & bureaucratic bottlenecks in Ethiopia on the other 

hand. The recently fired University Presidents from Adama 

and Makalle Universities were raised as an example that 

needs more attention of the government of Ethiopia, pur-

suing the reform Agenda. 

Among the businesses attended at the discussion, 

some have already invested in Ethiopia and are aspiring to 

increase their investment, some have got recently invest-

ment permits and some others are yet exploring business 

Opportunities in Ethiopia. 
 

Rift Valley Garden, Deutsche Balaton, Dessro In-

ternational and Kaffe Pura are among those that are al-

ready engaged in Business activities in Ethiopia and aspir-

ing to increase their investment. 

  

``Travel and Personality``, a tour Operator 

in Frankfurt, has decided to include Ethiopia in 

its package, after its owner visited recently Ethio-

pia and gave a day long training to tour Operators 

in Addis Ababa. Moment Mal TV, a Film Produc-

tion Plc, produced, a 10 minute film on Ethiopia’s 

attractions, that was broadcasted by ARD, ZDF & 

other known German Medias.  

Among the Diaspora Ethiopians living in 

Frankfurt and the surrounding areas, trying to 

engage themselves in Business activities in Ethio-

pia and bridging German businesses to Ethiopia, 

attended the Networking event, were Estiphanos 

Samuel (event manager), Samuel Etana (Solar 

activist), Alem Tesfay (owner of German Social 

Aid), Meharit Shubert (promoting Bambus pro-

duction), Mulugeta Tekle (Hawassa import-

export), Yared Tesfay (solar energy expert) and 

Tewolde Gebre (IT). Notable among others were 

Dr. Kifle Tondo, a Heart Sergeant, preparing a 

heart surgery team to provide with temporary 

medical service in Ethiopia is also aspiring to 

build a state of the art Hospital in Addis Ababa.  

Our German Friends, who participated in 

the discussion that was accompanied by tradi-

tional Coffee Ceremony, were all committed to 

promote Ethiopia, whose image is not yet com-

mensurate with the current status of the Country. 

Thus, they decided in closing, to form 

German Ethiopia Business Network. To realize 

this, the participants selected four among them, 

to coordinate the Network in cooperation with the 

Office of the Consulate General. The Team of the 

Consulate General played a key role in making 

the event colorful and fruitful. 
 

 


