
H.E. Amb. Seyoum Mesfin presents his credentials to H.E. President 

Hu Jintao 

 

H.E. Amb. Seyoum Mesfin presented his credentials to H.E. President Hu Jintao, 

as the new Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Federal 

Democratic Republic of Ethiopia to the People’s Republic of China, at a 

formal ceremony held on 15 February 2011 at the Great Hall of the People in 

Beijing 

 

H.E. President Hu Jintao congratulated Amb. Seyoum and said, the appointment 

of an Ambassador who had served as a foreign Minister for almost two decades 

is indicative of the importance attached to the relations by the Ethiopian 

government.  He expressed confidence that the rich experience of Amb. Seyoum 

will help to enhance the multifaceted relations between the two countries.  

 

Amb. Seyoum on his part thanked the President and delivered messages of 

greetings from, H.E. President Girma Wolde Giorgis, President of the Federal 

Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and H.E. Prime Minister Melese Zenawi, Prime 

Minister of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia. He also wished the 

President a happy Chinese Lunar New Year which he explained as a pleasant 
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experience and a privilege to be among the People of China at the festive 

occasion.  

 

The Ambassador expressed his contentment for the privilege given to him by 

his government to represent his Country in a great country like China and 

added that he will do his level best to augment the excellent relations 

between the two countries. In this regard, the ambassador said he counts on 

the unreserved assistance from the Government of the People’s Republic of 

China.  

 

Amb. Seyoum remarked that China is a partner not only to Ethiopia but also 

to Africa. The strategic relation between Ethiopia and China has its own 

historical routes and is based on a foundation of common interests, 

principles and values. Since we are in a unique period where the rapid 

economic, political and technological development of China has taken China 

to a new level of responsibility and also a time when Africans are on an 

all-out war against poverty and backwardness, China’s success story is an 

inspiration to Ethiopia, Africa and to all developing nations.   

In this regard, Amb. Seyoum added, the Government led by H.E. Hu Jintao has 

opened a new chapter in the relations between Africa and China by establishing 

the Forum for China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC). FOCAC, had proved to be a 

mechanism that fairly advances the interests of the two sides in a sustainable 

manner.  
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Amb. Seyoum farther expressed his confidence that the President and the 

Chiniese Government will continue to farther strengthen the friendship 

between the two countries, which has proved important not only in advancing 

the relations between the two countries but also for the region. 

 

President Hu noted that the two countries had remained close friends since 

they established diplomatic relations in 1970. Many Chinese investors and 

construction companies are working in Ethiopia and Ethiopia is the first 

among countries benefiting from Young Chinese Volunteers serving in Africa. 

This helps to enhance the cooperation between the two countries and the 

bilateral relation is exemplary in Africa.  

 

In his final remarks, President Hu, passed his greetings through Amb. Seyoum 

to the President as well as the Premier of the Federal Democratic Republic 

of Ethiopia and once more congratulated the Ambassador and wished him success 

in his tour of duty in China.     
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