Amb. Seyoum Visits Guandong and Henan Provinces
A business fact finding and promotion mission led by H.E. Mr. Seyoum Mesfin,
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Ethiopia to China visited
Guangdong and Henan Provinces from June 27 to July 5, 2011.
The delegation was received by officials of the Guangdong Foreign Affairs Office
and the Ethiopian Consul General and his deputy stationed in the city upon
arrival at the Baiyun International Airport in Guangzhou.
H.E. Mr. Seyoum and his delegation met H.E. Mr. Liu Kun, Vice Governor of the
People’s Government of Guangdong Province and discussed on issues of mutual
interest. The two sides shared the view that Ethiopia and Guangdong province
have an existing base of business and people to people relations that can take the
relations to a higher level of cooperation and mutual benefit.

In its three day stay in Guangdong the delegation visited garment, shoe and
ceramic factories in Guangzhou and Foshan cities and explained the business
friendly atmosphere and the diverse investment opportunities, incentives and
market potentials of Ethiopia and the sub region and invited the enterprises to
invest in Ethiopia.
On 28 June, H.E. Mr. Seyoum Mesfin addressed a business and Investment
conference.
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In his statement he highlighted on the conducive and attractive business
opportunities in Ethiopia that includes tax holidays, low electricity cost, labor at a
reasonable price and land lease at a nominal cost. The participants had shown
clear interest to invest in Ethiopia and had continued a one-on-one discussion
with the Ethiopian delegation after the conference ended.
The delegation continued on its mission to Henan province arriving Zhengzhou
city on June 30. Upon arrival the delegation was welcomed by officials of the
Foreign Affairs Office of Henan Province. In addition to Zhengzhou city, the visit in
the province included the cities of Luohe, Pingdingshan, Xuchang, Dengfeng, Hebi
and Anyang. The delegation held rich and fruitful discussions with officials and
enterprises of the respective cities.
H.E. Mr. Seyoum and his delegation held a business and investment promotion
conference on July 4 in Zhengzhou.
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On the occasion, Mr. Seyoum highlighted on the benefits of investing in Ethiopia
and echoed the message that Ethiopia is aiming at having a Henan Industrial
Park and invited enterprises in the province to invest in line with the “go global”
policy of China.
The delegation paid a visit to food processing, electrical appliances manufacturing
and leather processing and manufacturing enterprises in the Province.
Upon the conclusion of his visit, H.E. Mr. Seyoum met with H.E. Mr. Chen
Xuefeng, the Vice Governor of the People’s Government of Henan and discussed
issues of mutual interest.

The discussions were conducted in an atmosphere of fraternity and with an
expression of shared commitment to farther strengthen the business relations
between Ethiopia and Henan province.
H.E. Mr. Seyoum Mesfin expressed his satisfaction with the visits to the two
Provinces and reiterated his hope that his visit will be followed by a mixed
government-business delegation to Ethiopia.

F.D.R. Ethiopia Embassy Press, Beijing.

3

