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1.1.   A Portrait of an Ongoing Genocide

The genocidal war on Tigray has been raging for over 14 months. In November 2020, the 
criminal Abiy government along with Amhara regional forces and the Eritrean military 
undertook a full-scale invasion of Tigray to bring the people of Tigray to their knees. Over 
the course of their brutal occupation of Tigray, they would go on to commit some of the 
most heinous crimes that are virtually impossible to imagine ever taking place in the 21st 
century. The deliberate brutalization of civilians, the use of sexual violence as a tool of war, 
the plundering of private and public wealth, the wanton destruction of socioeconomic 
institutions, the vandalization of infrastructure, the mass displacement of Tigrayans, ethnic 
cleansing, and genocidal massacres are the most glaring features of the war on Tigray. 

Sadly, the Abiy regime’s already horrific record on Tigray is now being eclipsed by a 
different form of brutality: the use of hunger as a tool of war. Since the end of June 2021, 
the regime in Addis has enforced an airtight blockade on Tigray. This brutal siege has 
prevented the entry of critical humanitarian supplies as well as life-saving medications. 
Thus far, thousands of Tigrayans have perished due to Abiy-engineered mass starvation, 
with thousands perishing out of sight, since the consequences of the siege—suspension 
of banking services, lack of fuel, and total telecommunications blackout—have made it 
impossible to send and receive timely updates concerning developments in remote areas 
of Tigray. 

1.2.   Brutal Impact on Children and Pregnant and Lactating Women

Due to the persistent 
obstruction of humanitarian 
aid, partners have run out of 
food stock. Therapeutic 
nutrition for malnourished 
children and pregnant and 
nursing women have been 
depleted. Consequently, the 
nutrition landscape in Tigray is 
extremely bleak. 

Over 1.6 million children under five and pregnant and lactating women are in need of 
nutrition intervention. A recent report based on data collected by non-governmental 
organizations in collaboration with the regional health bureau captures the unfolding 
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humaniatrian tragedy in Tigray. This report was based on data collected from 333 
Tabias/sub districts (40% of the total) in the Southern, Southeastern, Mekelle, Eastern, 
Central, and Northwestern Zones of the region. According to this report, 29.1 % of 
children survey were diagnosed with acute malnutrition, of which 7.1. % suffered severe 
acute malnutrition (SAM), which is alarmingly higher than the 2 % global emergency 
threshold. Furthermore, 22 % of the children were diagnosed with moderate acute 
malnutrition (MAM). Malnutrition rate among pregnant and lactating women is above 
60%. 

2.1.  Overview of the Crisis 

The genocidal war on Tigray has had a devastating impact on its healthcare system. 
Although the war has spared no institution in Tigray, the healthcare sector has been hit 
especially hard. In fact, it is the most signfiantly affected sector in Tigray, as the war has 
resulted in the near-total collapse of the health care ystem.
Prior the outbreak of the gneocidal war, Tigray had an exemplary healthcare system, 
which was based on enhanced community engagement, early warning, alert and 
response system (EWARS). Tigray is also the birth place of the Ethiopian health system’s 
flagship health extension program. 

Furthermore, physical access to basic health care was 95%, as there were 40 hospitals, 226 
health centers and 741 health posts that provided a broad spectrum of services across 
Tigray. Based on standard global health indicators, Tigray had also been making steady 
progress. For instance, first antennal care coverage stood at 94%, skilled delivery at 81%, 
and full immunization at 73%. Life expectancy, considered a barometer of social and 
economic progress, had reached 64 years. 

2.    THE NEAR-TOTAL COLLAPSE OF TIGRAY’S HEALTHCARE SYSTEM
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2.2.  Alarming Crisis at Ayder Comprehensive Specialized Hospital (Ayder)

In this section, we highlight the devastating impacts of the genocidal war on Tigray’s 
healthcare system, with a particular case study focused on Ayder Comprehensive 
Specialized Hospital, the region’s flagship hospital based in Mekelle. 
The problem facing Ayder is the tip of the iceberg as far as the healthcare crisis in Tigray 
is concerned. Because of telecommunications blackout, severe shortage of cash, and the 
paucity of fuel, the ability of the government and humanitarian partners to reach and 
serve most parts of Tigray is severely circumscribed. Nonetheless, if the problem at Ayder 
is this acute, one can imagine what the situation across collapsing and collapsed health 
facilities across the rest of Tigray looks like. For this reason, the crisis at Ayder establishes 
a baseline by which to measure the magnitude of the crisis throughout the rest of Tigray.

With the deliberate destruction, looting and vandalization of various health facilities 
across Tigray, the family health system has collapsed. A damage assessment study 
conducted by Mekelle University revealed that 78% of health posts, 72% of health centers 
and 80% of hospitals have been destroyed. The destruction of various health facilities has 
wiped out 20 years of progress, returning Tigray’s health system to a time when there was 
no provision of decentralized essentail health services at all. 

Ayder has run out of practically everything, ranging from gauze to antibiotics to 
chemotherapy drugs. Two years ago, the availability of drugs at Ayder stood at 79 %. 
Immediately before the war, this figure stood at 82 %. At present, this figure stands at 17.5 
%. Similarly, the availability laboratory tests stood at 93.7 % two years ago. A year ago, this 
figure stood at 84.2%. Right now, this figure stands at 42.1 %.  

Just to highlight some of the tragic problems bedeviling the hospital, imagine a 
neurosurgeon being forced to consider operating on a patient without doing a CT scan 
because the CT machine is broken and there are no spare parts. Or imagine a doctor 
trying to relive a patient’s pain in the emergency department but there are no anti-pain 
medications. Imagine once more a doctor trying to administer IV fluids to a patient but 
the hospital has no such supplies. These and similar problems are the daily realities with 
which doctors and other health professionals at Ayder must live with. In the painful words 
of a physician at Ayder, “I am a neurosurgeon, yet all I can do to help my emergency 
patients was to follow them and God forbid to witness their death if things go south.” The 
neurosurgery department routinely operates on patients with traumatic head injury based 
on clinical examinations alone, as CT scans and/or MRI images are impossible to get as 
the machines have not been functional for a number of months now due to the lack of 
spare parts.

Even rudimentary medical supplies are not available. As a result, patients have succumbed 
to an otherwise non-life-threatening wound because the hospital has run out of gauze. 
Post-surgery patients have also died of septic shock due to the shortage of antibiotics. 
The lack of basic antibiotics has forced doctors to improvise.
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3.1.  Persistent Drone Strikes 

Since October 18, the genocidal regime has been raining aerial bombs on civilians and 
civilian installations in cities, towns, and villages across Tigray far from the frontlines. 
These indiscriminate aerial assaults have killed and wounded hundreds of innocent 
Tigrayans. The criminal regime has used its fleet of foreign-supplied drones to rain bombs 
targeting civilians and civilian installations in cities, towns and villages across Tigray. Over 
the past week alone, the criminal regime has massacred civilians in Dedebit, Daero 
Hafash, MaiTsebri, Shire, and Axum. So far, these dastardly air strikes have resulted in the 
murder of over 300 innocent civilians. The number of civilians wounded stands at close to 
500. 

3.    AERIAL MASSACRES

For instance, a 60-year old patient, who has been suffering from diabetes had interrupted 
his medication for six months since he could not buy the necessary medication from a 
private pharmacy, as he had no cash due to the suspension of banking services. 
Consequently, he developed diabetic foot ulcer for which he was admitted to Ayder, 
where he underwent surgery to amputate his right leg. Due to the lack of antibiotics, 
however, doctors tried to take care of his wound with a locally-made antiseptic fluid; none 
of the intravenous fluids was available either. 

Sadly, doctors at this once-impressive hospital are reduced to producing local fluids to 
clean infected wounds and begging local residents to provide the hospital with 
detergents, soap, bed sheets and other necessary materials in order to keep the hospital 
running. For months now, because of the critical shortage of medical supplies, doctors at 
Ayder have been forced to administer expired medicines by checking toxicity levels and 
making case-by-case judgment calls as to whether providing patients with expired 
medicines might be better than exposing them to a certain death through inaction. While 
these valiant medical professionals are doing their level best to save lives, the healthcare 
crisis is beyond their capacity to handle. 

The dialysis unit is one of the hardest-hit units at the hospital. A number of patients have 
already died of the lack of dialysis equipment and the different materials used to run the 
dialysis unit, such as dialyzers, blood lines/tubes, bicarbonate powder, acid concentrate 
jar and central venous catheters. Patients with chronic kidney diseases receive little or no 
treatment because essential medications have run out. 

With the criminal Abiy regime enforcing a deadly siege with brutal efficiency, the crisis at 
Ayder and, by extension, across Tigray is going to get worse. Indeed, in light of Tigray’s 
brutal reality, by the time this briefing comes out the situation at Ayder will have taken a 
turn for the worse. 
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3.2.  Shocking Attacks on an Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) Camp

Since airstrikes resulted in the murder of 50 people, and wounding of about 150 people 
in Alamata, in the Southern Zone from December 16 to December 18, the mass murder of 
Tigrayans at an IDPs site in Dedebit, located in the North-Western Zone is the greatest 
massacre of civilians by the criminal regime’s air force. 

The assault on IDPs is particularly distressing as it encapsulates the criminal Abiy regime’s 
disdain for international law, and its lack of basic human decency. Just around midnight 
on January 8, the criminal regime conducted drone strikes in Dedebit that targeted an 
IDPs camp, killing over 56 people and wounding over 100 others. Having escaped from 
the clutch of a marauding gang of genocidal forces in Western Tigray, these innocent 
Tigrayans were murdered while asleep on Christmas night. 

The criminal Abiy regime, Eritrean forces and an assortment of marauding gangs 
belonging to the expansionist Amhara elite have virtually finished cleansing Western 
Tigray of Tigrayans. Hundreds of thousands of Tigrayans have been forcibly evicted from 
their homes in Western Tigray, over 70 thousand have found refuge in the Sudan, 
thousands have been brutally murdered, and thousands are being kept in concentration 
camps under cruel, inhumane and degrading conditions. The IDPs that the genocidal Abiy 
regime targeted in its latest orgy of aerial violence are some of those that had found 
sanctuary in North-Western Tigray after having been forcibly evicted from their homes.
 
This dastardly attack on IDPs came on the same day as the Eritrean military launched fresh 
attacks against our forces in Adi Tsetser, located in North-Western Tigray close to the 
town of Sheraro. The Eritrean military has been knee-deep in the genocidal war on Tigray 
since November 2020 and the latest attack is an extension of its aggression against the 
people of Tigray. 

That the Abiy regime would deliberately massacre civilians should not come as a surprise 
any more. But what is shocking is the deafening international silence in the face of routine 
and brazen violations of the laws of armed conflict by the genocidal Abiy regime. The 
international community has utterly failed the people of Tigray as the genocidal Abiy 
regime commits mass murder with impunity. 
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The Abiy regime has perfected the art of sophistry. On the one hand, Abiy enunciates lofty 
ideals about the virtues of civic solidarity and national unity that he has no interest in 
living up to. On the other hand, he continues to rain bobs on civilians from the air with 
impunity. His regime also continues to fan the flames of war by maligning, smearing and 
“othering” the people of Tigray, creating an inhospitable environment for Tigrayans 
throughout Ethiopia. 

The people of Tigray are no longer interested in the international community’s 
expressions of concern. What they need are actions—actions to compel this criminal 
regime to respect elementary rules of armed conflict and hold it accountable for its 
violations of the canonical laws of warfare. The regime’s repeated aerial assaults on 
civilians exemplify its pathological contempt for basic rules and norms governing the 
conduct of states. 

It is high time the international 
community held this criminal 
regime accountable for its 
dastardly atrocities. It should 
be made clear that trying to 
starve and bomb one’s citizens 
into submission and/or out of 
existence is outside the 
bounds of acceptable state 
behavior in the 21st century. 

The international community must not allow itself to be snookered by a genocidal regime 
that throws one high-sounding rhetoric after another and sends meaningless peace 
signals while routinely massacring civilians. Only a robust package of punitive actions or 
the credible threat of such punitive actions stands a reasonable chance of compelling this 
regime to deviate from the destructive path it has chosen.
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