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Response to the Globe and Mail’s “Report” on Sexual Violence in Amhara Region
For immediate release:
On November 29, 2021, The Globe and Mail published an article by Lucy Kassa and Geoffrey
York, “Sexual Violence as a Weapon of War Spreads to New Regions in Ethiopia,” accusing
members of Tigray Armed Forces of having committed sexual violence in a village in Geregera,
Amhara region. The thinly-sourced piece by the Globe fails to meet minimum standards of
investigative reporting on such a weighty issue. Given the lack of corroborating evidence for the
allegations, the Government of Tigray would be justified in dismissing such a shoddy reporting.
This piece also epitomizes the reflexive tendency of media outlets and the broader international
community to apportion blame on the basis of the need to appear ‘evenhanded’ or ‘balanced,’
which impedes the quest for justice and accountability. However, given the exacting standards our
forces are subject to, we take accusations of sexual violence against them seriously. Consequently,
we are compelled to address it head on.
First of all, the Globe is silent as to how it initiated the investigation. Sexual violence perpetrated
by the Ethiopian, Eritrean, and Amhara regional forces in Tigray was so widespread that even the
casual observer recognized its rampant occurrence. In contrast, the Globe does not explain how it
decided to focus on a small village in the Amhara region. Did Amhara regional and federal
authorities reach out to the reporters? What were their roles in facilitating the interview?
Disturbingly, the Globe does not provide any evidence establishing the identity of the perpetrators
as members of Tigray forces. The only ‘evidence’ it marshals to support its sweeping claim that it
was Tigray forces that committed the alleged crime in one case was the claim by the mother of a
victim that her daughter’s “abusers were uniformed fighters from Tigray.” Since Tigray forces do
not have a standard-issue uniform, the claim does not hold water. Yet, the authors seem to have
taken this claim at face value. Were there any other indications that Tigray forces committed the
crime? Given the piece’s deafening silence on this issue, one can conclude that there was none.
The Globe also makes sweeping generalizations about the weaponization of sexual violence by
our forces—a war crime under international law—without investigating the incidence of sexual
violence in other areas under our forces’ control. Far be it from the Government of Tigray to
downplay the cruelty of even a single act of sexual violence; however, weaving poorlycorroborated isolated cases into an identical category of crimes as the widespread and systematic
acts of sexual violence perpetrated in Tigray is a problematic attempt to establish criminal parity
where no reasonable grounds for doing so exists.
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Furthermore, this piece is a glaring example of the criminal Abiy regime’s success in “working
the refs” to get away with the countless atrocities it has committed against the people of Tigray.
The regime routinely intimidates journalists by persistently accusing them of pro-Tigray bias for
reporting the truth about the atrocities its forces have committed against the people of Tigray. It
has gone so far as to threaten to revoke the licenses of reputable media outlets for refusing to act
as an echo chamber for its propaganda. Sadly, this strategy seems to work. To prove their
‘objectivity’ and ‘evenhandedness,’ and inoculate themselves against the regime’s brutal attacks,
various media outlets end up laundering the criminal regime’s baseless accusations against Tigray
forces. In fact, the present piece, lacking investigative rigor and corroborating evidence,
epitomizes the conundrum of reporters covering wartime atrocities in a context in which one side
has no compunction about deploying the powers of the state to punish those that do not toe the
government line.
In fact, the current piece by the Globe refers to a similar Amnesty International report that was
based on a deeply flawed methodology. The purpose appears to be to enhance the credibility of
the Globe’s thinly-sourced piece without having to meet the rigorous evidentiary standards such
allegations require. In so doing, the piece reinforces a counterproductive culture of journalistic
‘evenhandedness’ that fails to hold the perpetrators of massive human rights violations
accountable. The heinous crimes attributed to our forces do not reflect the true nature of our publicspirited, law-abiding, and disciplined army. Indeed, various people in the region, particularly in
areas that our forces have brought under their control, have provided glowing testimonials about
the humanity, professionalism, and disciplined nature of our forces. The latest allegation is
radically at odds with the common portrayal of our forces coming from the region.
Yet, the Government and people of Tigray do not condone any acts of sexual violence and the
brutalization of non-combatants, regardless of the identity of the perpetrators. To the degree that
vulnerable civilians have been victimized by bad apples within Tigrayan forces, our heart goes out
to the victims of such heinous crimes. If our investigation discovers that Tigrayan fighters have in
fact committed such crimes, the Government of Tigray will bring the perpetrators to justice. We
would like to assure everyone that the Government of Tigray does not want to see a repeat of the
same genocidal acts of Tigray happening on other people.
Given our adversaries’ persistent obfuscation and denial about their criminal record in Tigray, only
an independent investigation by an impartial international body can get to the bottom of all
atrocities committed since the start of the genocidal war on Tigray. It is to be recalled that the
Ethiopian, Eritrean, and Amhara forces have from the get go resisted international calls for an
independent investigation of the numerous crimes they have been accused of committing in Tigray.
By contrast, the Government of Tigray has always called for an independent investigation into the
devastating atrocities committed in Tigray. We reiterate our calls for an independent investigation
into any and all atrocities committed to be conducted by an impartial international entity.
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