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907 T Street NW, Suite-Basement, Washington DC 20001 

 

June 23, 2021 

 

To:  His Excellency Mr. Pekka Olavi Haavisto 

        Minister of Foreign Affairs of Finland 

 

RE: A Note of Appreciation and a Reminder for Continued Engagement to Resolve the Tigray Crisis 

Your Excellency, 

We write this letter to express our heartfelt appreciation for the deep concern and leadership you have 

shown to stop the atrocities in Tigray, Ethiopia. 

Security and Justice for Tigrayans in Ethiopia (SJTE), a worldwide civic organization committed to 

exposing the crimes against humanity and genocide committed on the people of Tigray, is writing to thank 

you for your unwavering efforts and dedication in defending human rights in Tigray and find a lasting 

solution to stop the genocide.  

In your prior trips, SJTE had the opportunity to provide you with a detailed description of the despicable 

destruction in Tigray. Your trip to see the situation first hand has helped the world community to understand 

the brutal nature as well as the intent of the war that has been unleashed by different powerful forces on the 

people of Tigray. Now, eight months into the war, millions of Tigrayans are displaced and famine has 

already started stoking the population.  

And yet, powerful bodies such as the UNSC and the African Union have so far neglected to perform their 

solemn duty of protecting people who are on the verge of extinction by fascistic forces. 

Your excellency, 

We understand how agonizing it may have been for you to hear leaders and officials of a country tell you 

without reservation of their intent to destroy Tigrayans for 100 years.  One would surmise that, then and 

there, you knew with what kind of people you are dealing with. You can appreciate that the people of Tigray 

are fighting for survival.   

As easily predicted, Mr. Abiy Ahmed’s government has denied that it has not used such statements in its 

discussion with you.  We also know Abiy’s apologists, camouflaged as Global Ethiopian Scholars, who are 

more concerned in defending him rather than call for an end to the extermination of Tigrayans, are trying 

to smear your good name. But the facts are on your side. They have actually been implementing the plan 

they told you behind closed doors. Their denials and lies cannot hide these facts. 

Afterall, this is a government that denied the presence of Eritreans, claimed their soldiers killed no civilian, 

and told the world innumerable other lies. Even as late as today, the New York Times has exposed another 

lie regarding how the war started. There was no attack by the Tigrayan government on the Northern 

Command with which it maintained an amicable relationship until the end, 

However, denials and counter attacks are the proven work of those who support genocide and we do not 

intend to take their denials seriously.  

Your Excellency, 

 

As you are aware, unspeakable crimes of civilian massacres, rape of girls and women, deliberate 

obliteration of economic infrastructure, burning of crops, and stealing of livestock have been taking place 
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in Tigray over the last 8 months. Having taken away all sources of livelihood from the people of Tigray, 

Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed continues to refuse a humanitarian access for food and medical distribution to 

millions of Tigrayans. He has also refused media access to most of Tigray where these crimes are being 

committed where the only plausible reason is to hide these crimes. 

It is important to note that this war has been planned for over 2 years to bring the maximum harm to the 

people, economy, and psyche of the people of Tigray so that Mr. Abiy Ahmed can rule the country 

unchallenged internally. The notion that the war started because the Tigrayan Defense Forces attacked the 

Federal army is an insult to the world community that has been observing the complete encircling of Tigray 

by Amhara, Federal and Eritrean Forces for over two months prior to the start of the war.  This false 

narrative is now being corrected and this line of argument does not absolve the aggressors from being held 

accountable for the crimes committed on Tigrayans. Justice demands that these two war criminals in 

Ethiopia and Eritrea should face trial for crimes against humanity and genocide.  Tigray and the world 

cannot accept anything less than the full might of international law implemented to its fullest. 

The sham election that is being conducted to crown Abiy Ahmed should not be taken seriously by 

international bodies.  It is a mockery to the democratic aspirations of Tigrayans and all Ethiopians.  And it 

has to be taken as such. 

 

Your Excellency, 

We trust that you will continue to use your extensive experience and outstanding leadership to bring about 

a lasting and a much-needed peace and justice in Tigray and the rest of Ethiopia.  

It is our sincere hope that the leading world organization and world leaders heed your call and immediately 

intervene to save the people of Tigray and bring stability to Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa. 

SJTE stands ready to provide you with the necessary documentation regarding the conditions in Tigray. 

 We thank you again. 

CC:  H.E Sanna Marin, Prime Minister of Finland 

 H.E Antonio Gueterrez 

 H.E Joseph Borrel Fontelles, Belgium 

 H.E Moussa Faki Mahmat, Chair, AU 

 H.E Anthony Blinken, U.S Secretary of State 

 H.E Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield 

 

Respectfully,  

  

SJTE 

 

 


