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June 23, 2021 
 
His Excellency President Félix-Antoine Tshisekedi Tshilombo 
Chairman, African Union 
 
RE: Act to stop the manmade famine, rape and violence in Tigray, Ethiopia 
 
Dear Excellency President Tshilombo, 

We at the Security and Justice for Tigrayans in Ethiopia (SJTE), an advocacy group of 
Tigrayans in the Diaspora of Ethiopian origin, have always appreciated your efforts to 
materialize the ideal of African unity cherished by the eloquent African leaders such as Kwame 
Nkrumah, Julius Nyerere and Jamal Abdul Nasser. Since your establishment on 26 May 2001, 
you have incessantly worked towards peace and security in Africa.  We are writing to you today 
based on our common understanding of the significance of the idea of African solutions for 
African problems. In its constructive efforts towards the prevention, management, and resolution 
of conflicts, your Peace and Security Council has taken admiring steps such as suspension of 
Egypt (2013), Sudan (2019) and Mali (2020) following coup attempts in these member states.   

As is well-known to you, an ugly savage war of aggression was waged on November 4, 2020 by 
Abiy Ahmed, the Prime Minister of Ethiopia, Isaias Afwerki the President for life in Eritrea, 
Amhara Special Forces and militia. The war was a mockery of your mission, as the AU theme 
for 2020 was “Silencing the Guns”. You are aware of the fact that the war has left heavy 
casualties, destruction of infra-structure, mass displacement of about two million internally 
displaced and about 70,000 Tigrayan refugees in Sudan.  

More than seven months have passed since the beginning of the aggression. The world is 

witnessing the indiscriminate killing of civilian population, including the execution of 230 priests, 

as well as rape and gang rapes of women, children as young as 8 years old, and even nuns. 

Destruction of heritage sites and attempts towards the deliberate extermination of the entire 

population by all sinister means, including poisonous gas, are parts of the genocidal policy 

against defenseless people of Tigray. The sore head of the aggravating humanitarian crisis 

resulting from the occupation of Tigray is becoming more and more vibrant. Millions of people 

suffer from starvation that is being used as a dreadful weapon of ethnic cleansing.  

We are aware of the initial peace initiative of the former Chair of the AU, Mr. Matamela Cyril 
Ramaphosa, the president of South Africa, and his team. His tireless efforts, despite the 
prevalence of Covid-19, will be engraved in African history. Similarly, the Tigray crisis alerted 
many African personalities who have appealed for urgent peace and reconciliation. Mr. 
Ramaphosa’s sincere endeavors and those of the European Union, the USA, the Nobel Prize 
Committee and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights have 
totally been ignored by the Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed and his partner, Isaias Afwerki of Eritrea. 
The whole world is looking with great concern at the African Union not to surrender to the 
pressure from the Ethiopian government and take immediate and concrete actions. It is 
unfortunate that the AU Commission has not come up with any concrete initiative and your 
Peace and Security Council has not engaged itself in discussions about rapes, war crimes and 
crimes against humanity in Tigray.   
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Mr. Ahmed has thwarted all regional and global attempts for peace through his repeated rhetoric 
on sovereignty and the so-called principle of non-intervention in the internal affairs of a 
sovereign nation. He has arbitrarily resorted to this excuse despite the clear-cut provisions of 
the Section Seven of the UN Charter on the collective security of the family of nations.  Article 
4(h) of the Constitutive Act of the African Union also provides for intervention in the case of 
“grave circumstances”, such as war crimes, crimes against humanity or genocide. It also 
authorizes rejection of the unconstitutional changes of government in the member states. This 
principle of “responsibility to protect” was also adopted at the United Nations in 2001. Mr. 
Ahmed’s deliberate negligence of these marvelous principles has led to a dangerous 
development that has already endangered regional peace and security and is going to 
jeopardize peace and security of the family of nations.  

The genocide and war crimes being committed in Tigray is unprecedented and has hardly 

happened anywhere in the world. They must be stopped immediately. We call upon the African 

Union to use all multilateral, regional, bilateral and unilateral means towards saving 5.4 million 

Tigrayans that will perish if action is not taken immediately. We demand: 

 The full and unconditional withdrawal of Eritrean forces from Tigray under the UN 
supervision;  

 Cessation of hostilities and beginning of all inclusive negotiations for a durable peace; 

 Unhindered access to humanitarian aid in Tigray;  

 Resettlement of the most vulnerable sections of refugees and displaced people; 

 Repatriation of refugee and displaced people to their homes in Tigray in safety and 
security under the supervision of the United Nations and African Union; 

 Investigation of all human rights violations including the crime of genocide, war crimes 
and crimes against humanity;  

 Prosecution of the perpetrators of heinous international crimes; 

 Reconstruction of war-ravaged areas.  

Please act before it is too late and do not let your mission be overtaken by the blatant violation 
of a member state. There are many peace-loving community agencies, including Ethiopians in 
diaspora, who are willing to help in addressing the present crisis in Ethiopia and in finding a 
durable solution. We expect you to protect the prestige and integrity of the African Union and 
make an effective intervention towards finding a durable solution for the present humanitarian 
crisis in Tigray. Let the whole world know that you have taken all possible measures to find an 
African solution for Africa.  

Yours sincerely, 
 

SJTE  


