What is going on the VOA office and its surroundings?

Today they have started to make comments and polemics up on flag?

| cannot imagine that they are concerned
of the flag will change the Ethiopian identity.
No, and No! the flag has developed like all
Ethiopian economic, political and social
sectors are developed. FPiag a&f EihieEia

Interesting facts on Ethiopia, its cities, peoples, culture, history,
languages, climate, currency, different times, in fact everything Ethiopia.
Ethiopia is one of the few African countries never to lose its independence.

Unique among African countries, the ancient Ethiopian monarchy
maintained its freedom from colonial rule with the exception of the 1936-
41 Italian occupation during World War Il. In 1974, a military junta, the
Derg, deposed Emperor Haile Selassie (who had ruled since 1930-1974)*
and established a socialist state. Torn by bloody coups, uprisings, wide-
scale drought, and massive refugee problems, the regime was finally
toppled in 1991 by a coalition of rebel forces, the Ethiopian People's
Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF).

A constitution was adopted in 1994, and Ethiopia's first multiparty
elections were held in 1995. A border war with Eritrea late in the 1990s
ended with a peace treaty in December 2000. The Eritrea-Ethiopia Border
Commission in November 2007 remotely demarcated the border by
geographical coordinates, but final demarcation of the boundary on the
ground is currently on hold because of Ethiopian objections to an
international commission's finding requiring it to surrender territory
considered sensitive to Ethiopia.

VOA and other some limited organizations or individuals should not
create problem for our Ethiopian people who live together with in diversity
in unity: without religious differences, without political and social
differences. They should not create problem for the uneducated farmers

! Notice Emperor Hailesilassie ruled for 44 years and Mengistu for 17 years with such political situations.
When Meles leads the country with extraordinary development and capacity to create western world
computing democratic model for the country-WHAT IS THE PROBLEM FOR VOA & OTHERS?



who are living from their field production and who are motivated for their
development with suitable and relevance policy of EPRDF government.

Ethiopia is the cradle of an ancient civilization that adopted
Christianity in the 4th century. Located in northeast Africa it has a
population of over 70 million and covers an area of almost 429 square
miles. Ethiopia is mountainous with desert lowlands to the northeast and
southeast and has been landlocked since Eritrea, bordering the Red Sea,
gained its independence in 1993. Ethiopia is an independent Federal
Democratic Republic with a President as head of state and a Prime Minister
as the head of government. The constitution was established in 1994,
following the over-throw of the Mengistu military dictatorship in 1991.

Emperor Haile Sellasie supplied the trappings of a more modern state,
including, in 1955, a constitution with an elected, though powerless,
parliament. He made no real effort to change land policy, or adjust the
hierarchies of administrative power. During his reign Ethiopia remained
essentially feudal, with small Amhara-dominated modern sectors in the
bureaucracy and in industry. This provided the impetus for opposition
among non-Amhara nationalities, in Tigrai region in 1943, among Oromos
and Somalies in Bale in 1963-70 , and after 1961 in Eritrea. Emperor Haile
Sellasie himself preferred to concentrate on international affairs. During his
era Addis Ababa became the head quarters of the Organization of African
Unity (OAU), and the UN Economic Commission for Africa. His main ally was
the USA. Ethiopia, the main recipient of US aid in Africa in the 1950s and
1960s, provided the USA with a major communications base at Kagnew, in
Eritrea.

Long term weaknesses of the regime included a growing agrarian
crisis, inequitable distribution of land, and lack of development. More
immediately, the costs of the revolt in Eritrea after 1961, drought and
famine in Wallo in 1972-74 (in which 200,000 people died), and, by 1973,
Haile Sellasie ‘s own near senility and his failure to designate an heir,
fuelled the grievances of the military, students and workers. A series of
army mutinies, started in January 1974, accompanied paralleled civilian
strikes.Attempts at reform by a new Prime Minister made little progress,
and from June a coordinating committee of the armed forces begun to
arrest leading officials. Haile Sellasie was deposed in September, and was
murdered the following year. His remains were finally reburied in Trinity
Cathedral in November 2001, with the presence of many of the exiled royal
family.The monarchy was formally abolished in March 1975.



Under the influence of left-wing politicians, the Provisional Military
Administrative Council (PMAC), which replaced the Imperial regime, begun
to see itself as the vanguard of Ethiopian revolution. In December 1974,
Ethiopia was declared a Socialist state, and a program of revolutionary
reforms called Ethiopia Tikdem ('Ethiopia First’) was initiated.

In April 1976, the Derg set forth its goals in greater detail in the
program for the National Democratic Revolution (PNDR). As announced by
the leaders, these objectives included progress toward Socialism under the
leadership of workers, peasants, the petite bourgeoisie, and all anti-feudal
and anti-imperialist forces. The Derg’s ultimate aim was the creation of a
one party system.

Soon after taking power, the Derg promoted Ye- Itiopia
Hibrtesebeawinet (Ethiopian Socialism). The concept was embodied in
slogans such as “self-reliance,” “the dignity of labor” and “the supremacy of
the common good.” These slogans were devised to combat the wide spread
disdain of mutual labor and a deeply rooted concern with status.

Although the government took a radical approach to land reform, it
exercised some caution with respect to the industrial and commercial
sectors .In January and February 1975, the Derg nationalized all Banks and
Insurance firms and seized control of practically every important company
in the country.

In February 1977, Mengistu declared himself as Derg’s chairman and
set about consolidating his power. However, several internal and external
challenges prevented Mengistu from doing this. Various insurgent groups
posed the most serious threat to the Derg. In February 1977, a terrorist
attack known as the White Terror had been initiated against Derg members
and their supporters. This violence provoked a government's
counteraction-the Red Terror. During the Red Terror, which lasted until late
1978, government security forces systematically hunted down and killed
suspected members and supporters of opposition groups. Mengistu and
the Derg eventually won the struggle.

Despite strengthening its power, Derg couldn’t stand the activities of
insurgencies which appeared in various parts of the country ,the most
important of which were in Eritrea and Tigray. The Derg decided to impose
a military settlement on the Eritrean Liberation Front (ELF) and the Eritrean
People’s Liberation Front (EPLF). Attempts to invade rebel-held Eritrea
failed repeatedly, and the insurgent groups controlled most of the country.



Despite large commitments of arms and training from Communist
countries, the Derg failed to suppress the opposition.

Derg was able to intimidate and create disarray within the civilian
opposition by detaining many leaders of labor, teacher and student groups
because of their agitation against the military rule. The Derg’s hand against
the opposition was strengthened resulting to an escalated struggle for
freedom and democracy. As a result of these enhanced struggles, the
regime was overthrown after 17 years of dictatorial rule, by the coalition
Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front ( EPRDF Jon May 1991.

EPRDF-has got gate to Ethiopian new mode of civilization

A federation comprising nine-states with considerable autonomy were
established and the first multiparty elections were held in 1995. The
distinct regional states are 9 regional linguistic-based states (kililoch,
singular - kilil) and 2 self-governing administrations (astedaderoch, singular
- astedader); Adis Abeba (Addis Ababa), Afar, Amara (Amhara), Binshangul
Gumuz, Dire Dawa, Gambela Hizboch (Gambela Peoples), Hareri Hizb
(Harari People), Oromiya (Oromia), Sumale (Somali), Tigray, Ye Debub
Biheroch Bihereseboch na Hizboch (Southern Nations, Nationalities and
Peoples).

Economic view

Ethiopia's poverty-stricken economy is based on agriculture,
accounting for almost half of GDP, 60% of exports, and 80% of total
employment. The agricultural sector suffers from frequent drought and
poor cultivation practices. Coffee is critical to the Ethiopian economy with
exports of some $350 million in 2006, but historically low prices have seen
many farmers switching to gat to supplement income. The war with Eritrea
in 1998-2000 and recurrent drought have buffeted the economy, in
particular coffee production. In November 2001, Ethiopia qualified for debt
relief from the Highly Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) initiative, and in
December 2005 the IMF voted to forgive Ethiopia's debt to the body.

Under Ethiopia's constitution, the state owns all land and provides
long-term leases to the tenants; the system continues to hamper growth in
the industrial sector as entrepreneurs are unable to use land as collateral
for loans. Drought struck again late in 2002, leading to a 3.3% decline in
GDP in 2003. Normal weather patterns helped agricultural and GDP growth
recover during 2004-07. Fisrt time in those passed governance history the



GDP reached $56.05 billion (2007 est) “and now more and more
continuously.

Therefore, for these unique and historical nation has facing many
terrorism action internally and externally. | would like to contribute from
my side not by gun but by pen to fight any terror action can be happen to
my beloved mother land ETHIOPIA.

A. Hagos Woldu.
hagosw@yahoo.com

> SOURCES: The CIA World Fact book, U.S. Department of State, Area Handbook of the US Library of
Congress
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