
40
th

 in Seattle 

If you just ask me to cut to the bone and describe 

how colorful the festival was in Seattle with two 

words, I would say……just great! 

 But let me say a few more words briefly, because 

there was more to it. 

We celebrated TPLF’s 40
th

 anniversary on 

Saturday Feb 14
th

, which is the weekend before the 

actual date of Lekatit 11. Unlike any other event, 

the colorfully decorated hall was packed not only 

with guests from Seattle and its environs, but also 

from places as far as Portland and Vancouver, Canada. 

With most guests in Habesha clothes, the youth in shorts and Gembale reminiscent of the Ghedli 

style uniforms, stood out among the crowd, which at times made it look like a Ghedli pageant 

show. 

The event started with a moment of silence to remember 

our fallen heroes followed by Tigray’s state song. At the 

opening of the ceremony, congratulatory messages were 

delivered by representatives of UTNA, Tigrean 

community, Youth association, and Women’s association 

in Seattle, while pledging to do more for the betterment of 

Tigray and Ethiopia in general. The messages from the 

office of the TPLF and the Honorable Ambassador 

Zerihun Reta, who was unable to attend due to a schedule conflict, were also read by proxies. 

Two short dramas were presented….one about the feudal system and oppression of the peasantry 

which triggered the struggle….and the other one by the youth about the armed struggle, its 

challenges, and the inevitable victory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A cake cutting ceremony was also 

held and attended by over ten 

veteran men and women Ghedli 

freedom fighters, while the rest of the crowd in the hall gave them standing ovation in gratitude 

for their sacrifice and service. 



 

Artists Wedi Kokeb and Tsegazeab accompanied by guitarist Mulu Hailu and keyboardist 

Abebe, electrified the crowd with Ghedi era songs and many other patriotic songs until the 

conclusion of the event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eternal Glory to our Heroic Martyrs !!......The country owes it to you to carry on the torch of 

freedom and justice forever. 

Eternal Gratitude to our living Heroes !! 

 

Thank you Seattle for such a wonderful event ! 

 

For UTNA Seattle Chapter and the organizing committee, 

Zenebe Nega 

 

 

 


