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The major difference between modern and primitive politics is that the former is driven by 

instinct while the latter is guided by principles. Modern politics has three principles: equality, fraternity 

and liberty. The principle of equality frames its reference on entire living organisms. It states that, in 

comparison of living species, homo sapiens have stronger bond than other species. On the other hand, the 

principle of fraternity frames its reference on societies. It holds that, in comparison of societies, 

individuals within social units have stronger bond than other social groups. And thirdly, the principle of 

liberty frames its reference on the single individual by stipulating that, in comparison of different 

individuals, some have unique attributes than others-hence are entitled to free expression.  

Equality breeds universalism (democracy), fraternity breeds nationalism (patriotism) and liberty 

breeds individualism (privacy). Adopting one principle extremely eclipses the others and wrecks havoc. If 

each one of these principles is taken to the extreme, they could suppress the others. Due to this, there has 

always been a battle of ideas as to which principle should gain prominence. Some advocate equality at the 

expense of fraternity and liberty. The Soviet Union attempted to equalize society by conquering others 

and destroying entrepreneurs only to collapse. Others advocate liberty without giving due regard to 

equality and fraternity. The global financial crisis was caused by individuals who sacrificed ordinary folks 

and their government to get richer. Subsequently, some promote fraternity at the expense of equality and 

liberty. The French tried to assimilate their colonies in this manner but failed utterly.  

Ethiopia needs to accommodate the trinity of politics in optimal dosage. Competition should be 

encouraged among individuals to achieve higher goals. Entrepreneurs, i.e., those who propose novel 

approaches for combining factors of administration, production and norms have always been at the helm 

of every country’s development rocket. They must be encouraged to identify themselves and receive 



proper incentive. Yet, those political, economic and/or social entrepreneurs should be regulated lest they 

jeopardize the people’s welfare and the country’s safety. Similarly, the government should maintain an 

equitable distribution of goods and services (i.e., political, economic and social power) among the people 

at the periphery. However, it must be careful not to curb enterprise and patriotism. Real patriotism, 

however, is not expressed by annexing territory, centralizing power/culture, weaving flags and singing 

reggae music. Any charlatan can do this. Genuine patriotism is a fruit that hangs on the stem of fraternity 

which is founded on equality.  

The tree model-i.e., equality as root, fraternity as stem and liberty as fruit, contains probably clash 

between the trinities of modern political principles. Excess dosage results in undue stress on uniformity, 

hypocrisy and personal cultism. A good polity acknowledges that all humans are born equal. On this 

basis, it establishes a bond between different societies to create harmonious country. Real patriotism is 

founded on this harmony. Such harmonious society would, in turn, nurture political, economic and social 

entrepreneurs who will have the energy (because of liberty) and ethics (because of fraternity) to transform 

themselves (because of liberty) and their fellow citizens (because of fraternity).       

 


