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AN OPEN LETTER TO THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT - LEE C. BOLLINGER 
CONCERNING HIS EXCELLENCY PRIME MINISTER MELES ZENAWI’S ADDRESS 
TO COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY ON "THE CURRENT GLOBAL ECONOMY AND ITS 
IMPACT"  

 
Dear Honorable Dr. Bollinger: 
 
We, Ethiopian-Americans and Ethiopians in the USA and Canada, would like to 
express our sincere appreciation to the Committee on Global Thought of 
Colombia University who respectfully invited his Excellency Prime Minister Meles 
Zenawi to address registered audience on the issue of “The Current Global 
Economy and Its Impact”. Our organization is familiar with the ongoing project 
“Preventing Malaria in the Millennium Villages” by The Center for Global Health 
and Economic Development (CGHED). We are aware that CGHED is based at 
the Earth Institute at Columbia University.  

In the era of globalization, there are some international institutions that are 
colorfully fashioned with attractive names who pass judgments on individuals, 
groups and governments mainly from and about developing countries like 
Ethiopia  based solely on their own hypothesis often not substantiated by a 
verifiable data nor proven by scientific research. 

Some fringe minority elements based in comfortable places in North America and 
Europe very far away from Ethiopia would like to micro manage the country by 
remote control and dream to dismantle the current well functioning system with 
their baseless poor judgment. These self-authorized and self crowned individuals 
often act as the prosecutor, defense, jury and the judge. They create, release 
and distribute false reports on individuals, groups, community, governmental and 
non governmental institutions. They even labeled you as “careless” by posting 
your picture on their websites instead of appreciating the good work Colombia 
University is doing in CGHED. 

Our organization is deeply saddened by this post and provides its unqualified 
apology to Colombia University and its generous committee. 
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Economy is a timely issue around the globe and researchers, politicians, 
economists, and many institutions are working on it around the clock to 
overcome any downfalls that are arising from economic crisis. The current global 
economic crisis has a direct and/or indirect impact on the economic road map on 
both the developed as well as developing nations; however, the impact is more 
pronounced on those countries that have direct financial linkages with the most 
influential financial institutions of the highly developed nations. The highly 
developed nations are the most affected by the global economic slow-down 
because they have dominated the global economy (85%). 

 Ethiopia has its own well thought sound macro-economic policy and has been 
partially relieved from the current economic upheaval since there was less or no 
influence from the crisis of the grand economic power houses upon its economic 
policy. Ethiopia has scored a double digit economic growth within the last seven 
years consecutively because it has articulated, designed and implemented its 
own economic road-map: agriculture lead industrialization policy. Obviously, this 
policy must have worked very well otherwise there wouldn’t have been a 
consecutive double digit economic growth for the last seven years. 
 
We understand and support the activities of Colombia University, its community, 
and his Excellency Prime Minister Meles Zenawi. We have received information 
that there may be Ethiopian peace and development opponents who are 
planning a demonstration around the University to create havoc if possible and 
are recruiting students who are able to participate in the discussion to ask 
unrelated distractive issues missing the main objective of the discussion. 
Although we are not able to organize a big group and come out to support such a 
blessed discussion in such short notice, we are standing behind Colombia 
University and would be humbled if we can get few seats to participate in the 
forum if possible.  

Once again, we would like to express our utmost appreciation through your good 
office.  

God Bless and Long live USA and Ethiopia Friendship and partnership. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ethiopian-Americans ADHOC for Democracy. 
 

CC:  The Committee on Global Thought at Columbia University 
September 2010 


