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We, the people of Ethiopian Somali origin who live in Diaspora, are deeply touched with unexpected 
death of our beloved and fine Prime Minister of Ethiopia, Mr. Meles Zenawi. He had changed the lives of 
Ethiopian and particularly the ones who were oppressed in the previous regimes such as Somali, 
Oromo’s, Gambela and many more. The Ethiopian Somali people, have never felt to be Ethiopian 
national before EPRDF took the helm of power. It is through the leadership of Mr. Meles Zenawi that our 
identity of ethnicity, and religion had been restored and embraced. The new Ethiopian constitution 
championed by late Dr.Abdulmajid Hussein and Prime Meles Zenawi was the core transformation that 
made Ethiopia what is today. Otherwise, Ethiopia has been dismembered in several regions as the so-
called oppositions are drummed up to restore the old system of forceful unitary state which has 
inherited us famine, drought and exile. 
 
During this week of mourning at the tragic demise of the Prime Minister Meles Zenawi at both the 
regional and national levels expresses profound condolences to the Family of the late Prime Minister 
Meles Zenawi and to the Government and people of Ethiopia .  

 
Having championed the cause of human development at any aspect of life, Prime Minister Meles Zenawi 
practiced peace building in Africa at all times , inspired and motivated by the peace-building efforts of 
Somalia, Sudan and Burundi to name a few. He never hesitated both at private and public encountered 
in his exhortations to promote peaceful co-existence of the people of Ethiopia and the neighboring 
countries.  

His demeanor, humility and integrity espoused the values and principles of peace, good governance and 

economic empowerment of Ethiopia . In other words, Prime Minister Meles was a man of peace, 

sustainable development and good governance in Ethiopia and made African to be proud of themselves 

and addressed their needs at the international forum so that they share the resources of the world in 

fair and equitable way. He was an international leader; consequently, Africa lost a great leader and rare 

quality of leadership style that cares about poor people. 

 

Beyond speaking everyday about the importance of living in peace, unity, and economic empowerment, 

Prime Minister Meles Zenawi practiced the virtues of peace and economic empowerment of 

downtrodden people. Appropriately he earned the name of Ye Lemat Negus (The King of Economic 

empowerment). He was seen as a leader who strived to consolidate the democratic credentials of 

Ethiopia and farsighted strategist that has guided Ethiopia in the right direction. At this time of great loss 

and in expressing our sympathies, ESHDA appeals that the greatest honor that Ethiopian in a corner of 

the world can bequeath in the celebration of legacy of Prime Minister Meles Zenawi so that it will be 

lived everyday with respect and tolerance for one another. Above all, every Ethiopian should contribute 

and make an effort to ensure that the growth and transformation, peace and governance of our beloved 

Prime Meles’s legacy will be sustained so that we would celebrate his deeds in the coming years. 

 

 Long Live Ethiopia  
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