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1. Introduction 

 Its recalled that two  staffs from  the department  of  history  and cultural  studies  have taken  an 

initiative for  establishing  the Institute  of Nile  Basin  Studies in  Mekelle University,  Ethiopia. 

For such  end,  a working  document  which  vividly  articulates  the vision  and the aspiration of 

the institute along with  its preliminary  MA  course  curriculum was produced. After a yearlong 

scrutiny of the work, on 13 Feb 2015 national work shop was conducted in Adihaqi campus, of 

Mekelle University.  Thus, report is prepared to highlights the outcome of the National 

Consultative Workshop convened to establish the Institute of Nile Basin Studies. 

2. Discussions and Outcomes 

On 13 February 2015, the national workshop was called to deliberate on the establishment of the 

Institute of Nile Basin Studies was held in Adihaqi Campus of Mekelle University. Present 

during the event were Dr. Zenawi, Dean of the College of Social Sciences and Languages, Dr. 

Tsehaye, Vice President for Research and Community Service, Dr. Eyasu Yazew, director of the 

Institute for Water and Environment, students and invited guests from the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs and Kotebe University College. Dr. Zenawi and Dr. Tsehaye made a welcome speech 

and introductory remarks and opened the stage for discussion.  

 

Workshop participants (Partial view) 
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The first speaker during the workshop was Ato Zerihun, director of international waters research 

directorate in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. We  began  with  asking  the audience an  excuse  

on  behalf  of  Director  General Ambassador Ibrahim and Dr.  Yacob Arsano, for they failed to 

attend the workshop due to the tripartite negation on the Nile. His remarked that the 

establishment of the institute is a welcome phenomenon to jointly work with the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs. Among other things he noted that in the ongoing hydro politics, Ethiopia was 

lagging behind in establishing institutions that produce publications and scholars who would 

assist the endeavors of Ethiopian diplomats in asserting the country’s interest. After highlighting 

the state of affairs in the ongoing negotiations for equity resource sharing by riparian countries of 

the Nile Basin, he outlined possible areas of cooperation between the institute and the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs. One very promising area of cooperation he identified relates to exchange of 

information and data for research purposes. He noted that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs is 

ready to make MOU with Mekelle University on issues related to the present Institute.  

 

Mr. Zerihun Abebe 

 

 



3 
 

In the same vein, Ato Birhanu, a geographer from Kotebe University College, presented the 

ecological dimension of the Nile Basin issue and how Ethiopia’s erstwhile strained relations with 

some riparian countries of the Nile basin affected its development and what needs to be done to 

forestall the adverse effects of forces against Ethiopian right for fair and equitable sharing of its 

natural resources on behalf of Dr.  Yacob Arsano.  
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Wuhibegezer Ferede and Dr. Gezae Haile, the architects of this project, discussed the rationale 

that necessitated the establishment of the Institute of Nile Basin Studies at Mekelle University 

and what it aspires to do in the areas of research, training and opening a graduate program. Their 

presentation was basically framed on indicating how the institute differs from other institutions 

in the Nile Basin Countries that work on different aspects of the Nile waters in general and 

Ethiopian water institutes in particular.  

 

Mr. Wuhibegezer Ferede 

They also stressed how the institute would represent a cultural highway for members of the 

riparian countries by brining students from all riparian countries as well as to find common 

denominators for mutual trust and cooperation thereby ushering a new age of amity to harness 

the common resources of the Nile water. Furthermore, they elaborated that the new Institute will 

benefit from the experience of Ethiopian in bringing the Nile water talk around new more 

inclusive framework. 
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. 

 

Dr.  Gezae Haile 

Then followed a lively debate among discussants chaired by Dr. Haile Muluken. The hallmark of 

the views raised centered on appreciating the initiative to establish the institute and expression of 

will to cooperate with the institute in terms of course design and research undertakings. They 

also stressed the timeliness of the institute in filling the under representation of social sciences in 

the overall discourse of the international waters. The main concerns and questions raised relate to 

1) the organizational structure of the institute, 2) how the institute intends not to duplicate the 

activities of other institutions in the country, 3) the composition of stakeholders invited for the 

national workshop, 4) the nomenclature of the institute, 5) the course contents of the graduate 

program and 6) the strategies to engage riparian countries of the Nile Basin. Clarifications were 

given to such queries by Dr. Gezae Haile, Mr. Wuhibegezer Ferede and Mr. Zerihun Abebe. At 

the end, consensus was reached on the importance of launching the institute without further 

delay and MU management to render all relevant support in this regard. 


