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Ethiopia is   melting pot of people that cuddles over 80 nations, nationalities and 

peoples. Much as these nations, nationalities and peoples have their own distinct 

culture, history, language and way of life, they have also common shared histories that 

bind them firmly. 

Nations, Nationalities and Peoples, all citizens without any segregation, are the symbol 

of independence that successfully defend their sovereignty (their country) against any 

foreign invaders. 

The dazzling Adawa Victory, for instance, won against Italian aggressors armed to their 

teeth with modern armaments and poisonous gas is among the mind-boggling triumph 

of Ethiopian people that enabled to brand their name as black hero (anti-colonialism 

struggle winner and emblem of independence) by inflicting embarrassing defeat on 

white aggressors for the first time in history. 

Since then, Ethiopianism has become a spirit shared to strengthen anti-colonial struggle 

waged all over the world. Thanks to our selfless forefathers and mothers, Ethiopia has 

become the emblem of independence to all black people of Africa and the world as a 

whole since the memorable victory of Adawa.  

Ethiopia is also known for its ancient civilization that produces the obelisk of Aksum, the 

rock-hewn churches of Lalibela and the Castles of Fasiledes in Gonder, among others. 

These man-made heritages along with other historical, cultural and natural endowments 

have made the country one of the known tourist destinations, which make Ethiopia 

stand out in having all kinds of attractions. 

The country has also been home to multi-cultural, multi-religious peoples for many 

centuries. However, it existed for the most part of its long and independent history, 



principally under a monarchy with one state religion and with various kinds of regional 

forces that vie to exercise their own powers such as taxation on some economic 

activities, maintenance of local security and regulation of trade.  

This had caused backslide of the country’s civilization since the middle age. The 

prevalence of feudal lords, their oppressive land-holding and tenure system and the 

ensuing injustice and mal-governance had gripped the country for so many decades. 

This non-functioning system had inflicted misery and regression of the country in an 

unprecedented manner and immeasurable depth. 

Hence, thousands of farmers were not the owner of their land nor rightful to claim their 

rights. Rather, they were forced to give their fruits to coercive and demanding land 

lords as tenancy was the order of the day. 

Employment of torturous serfdom, servitude and corvee had enslaved thousands as 

second citizens, deprived of equal opportunities in their own country. And it was this 

very reason that gives rise to tireless struggle against oppressors and the unjust 

political system that sustained unspeakable ordeal. 

Towards the end of the 19th century when Ethiopia took its present shape, and with the 

emergence of strong emperors, particularly Haile Selassie (1930-1974) and the Military 

Derg Government (1974-1991), the centre virtually abolished the autonomy of all 

regions of  the country through the introduction of centralized taxation system, modern 

army and police force, by sending appointees from the centre to the localities, and 

crucial of all by imposing the motto 'one country, one culture, one language, one 

people, one religion. 

The values of the state and its institutions became exclusive, monolithic and unitary. 

Furthermore, while the process brought all sorts of diverse groups, the state structure 

failed to incorporate them into the political process and this led to nation-wide crisis 

that reigned for the most part of the history of the country until the downfall of Dreg 

regime.  



It has been close to 84 years since Ethiopia has been using written constitution. At the 

time of introduction of constitution, the constitution was not the reflection of the 

consent of the people, rather it was granted from Imperial HaileSilassie himself owing 

to his ascendancy to the throne and celebration of his coronation. The aim of the 

constitution was to strengthen his grip of power and to permanently limit power to his 

family, close heirs and privy successors. 

In Ethiopia, the political, religious and legal processes were deeply intermingled during 

the  king’s regime.  Both the 1931 and the 1955 Constitutions of the king were almost 

“cynical"   in   their realism.  The emperor was recognized as the sole source and owner 

of full political, religious  and  legal  power. Religion as well as force was the source of 

legitimacy of the king. 

 

Shackling system of oppression had continued through the regime of Imperial 

HaileSilassie in the form of harsh and unscrupulous exploitation, obedience and bribery 

that snatched almost all of the produce of farmers.  

He later tried to make some amendment in 1956. Some historians said that the purpose 

of the amended constitution was to make some changes, though nominal, to improve 

the image of the king as a civilized ruler. His initiation to make the amendment was 

emanated from his visit of various European countries, allegation rumored from the 

League of Nations that states Ethiopia ‘’uncivilized’’ and need to keep tight grip on 

Eritrea.  

However, it short lived due to the eruption of revolution instigated by the affliction of 

the broad mass. Following the demise of the defunct regime, the burning issues raised 

by the mass was diverted by the military junta of   Derg. 

The dictator Derg Regime, though at this time the oppression reflected itself in the form 

of mal-governance, stood to prevail undemocratic system of government like 

suppression of human rights, sustaining of callous tyranny and stifling of voices of 



freedom. Derg was known for its gagging of press freedom and imposition of 

censorship, among others, that muffled freedom of expression and all forms of works of 

art and literature. 

The Stalinist regime of Mengistu  Haile Mariam did  not  proceed any step in the 

direction of the rule of law and  of  the  separation between law and politics.  The 1987 

Constitution however made clear that  Mengistu  was not  claiming any religious power. 

Indeed, the change between the Negus and the Mengistu regimes was just nominal. 

While no signs of limitation of the sovereign power appear in the 1987 Constitution, 

Marxian ideology was just proposed as the new state religion. 

 

Derg had endorsed its socialist constitution after 13 years of oppressive governance. It 

was known for its unscrupulous oppression and tyranny. However,  Derg itself short-

lived following tireless struggle waged by people, spearheaded by Ethiopian Peoples' 

Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF). 

Merciless struggle conducted by the people using EPRDF as their vanguard has enabled 

to speed up the debacle of the military Derg regime and herald the freedom of nations, 

nationalities and peoples ( as far as self-determination).  

 

The debacle of Derg Regime ushered in   a democratic system of administration by 

abolishing the system of unitary government and introducing the system of federal 

administration that reflects the absolute consent of people(de facto federalism since 

199, the transition charter ranged from 1991-1994, and de jure since August 1995  with 

the adoption of the Federal Constitution). 

 

The transition charter was aimed to level the road to new constitution and facilitate 

smooth flow of administrative activities. The mandate of the transitional charter has 

ended on Dec. 8, 1991, following the ratification of the Constitution by the consent of 

all nations, nationalities and peoples of Ethiopia.  

 



The transition charter had called on all stakeholders to come to round table discussion 

and contribute their own to the future of Ethiopia. The participation and request of 

many political groups and inclusion of the notion of self-rule was also big 

accomplishment from the start for successful implementation of the federal system of 

administration. 

Beginning from the transition charter, the country has started to answer the long-

awaited quest of the sons and daughters of Ethiopia to lasting freedom. They all had 

been beseeching for democracy, rule of law, equality and self-determination (the right 

to decide about their affairs by themselves.) 

Beginning from the Charter, all citizens have unanimously agreed to build one big 

common nation which is a place of fairness and democracy. To this end, people have 

strived highly to bring up united and  strong Ethiopia based on the Constitution they 

designed(as stated and evidenced in the preamble). Citizens have stated the 

Constitution is made by their free will to realize an advanced society, within which all 

are equal and ruled by rule of law. 

Since then, Ethiopia has officially been declared a multi-cultural federation forging unity 

in diversity, constituting nine autonomous states and two semi-autonomous cities that 

are accountable to the federal government. The Constitution declares the equality of 

citizens (irreversibly eliminating oppression and the modus operandi of inequality).  

Ethiopia has adopted a federal system of administration in the past 17 years with a 

view to decentralizing power and resources to all regions and accommodating the 

diverse nations, nationalities and peoples that exist in the country( federalism is a system 

of government in which the same territory is controlled by two levels of government. Generally, 

an overarching national government governs issues that affect the entire country, and smaller 

sub-divisions govern issues of local concern. Both the national government and the smaller 

political subdivisions have the power to make laws and both have a certain level of autonomy 

from each other). 



Another manifestation of federalism is equality of the nations, nationalities and peoples 

in that they are allowed to be represented in the second chamber. They are ruling 

themselves by their own local administrative bodies. And finally, even at the federal 

level, the composition of the executive government organ is always clear manifestation 

of equality of peoples. 

People are represented fairly in the various hierarchies of   leadership in different 

federal offices. More than ever in the long history of Ethiopia, nations, nationalities and 

peoples of Ethiopia are given the power of self-administration. Thus, it is vivid that 

equality has become more practical than ever after the federal arrangement. Many 

positive changes have been observed after Ethiopia has become a federal country.  

Federalism has become the best means to hold Ethiopia together, while allowing many 

different nations and nationalities of the country enjoy their rights up to self-

determination. This system (federalism) and its selection show how much the right, 

freedom and interest of nations, nationalities and peoples have been respected 

(through unity that allows diversity, whose prime objective is to prevail equality, equity 

and justice). 

The new system has answered the question of development as it helps the country 

grow in a double-digit stride these days. All the tangible changes and development have 

been registered because of freedom and equality of people. Nations Nationalities and 

People are now free to decide for themselves by themselves. All of their questions are 

answered by the federal arrangement. Hence, they work for development, peace and 

prosperity (the greatest contribution to the promising changes being observed now). 

After the application of the federal system, the country has strengthened its peace and 

security beside huge economic development. Speaker of the House of Federation,  

Ambassador Kassa TekleBirhan said that earlier there were many armed political forces 

in Ethiopia and they were waging protracted civil war. Hence, the transition charter has 

played its role to stem the tide of aggravated conflict and bring the various stakeholder 



forces of this country to round-table discussion and start formulating binding 

Constitution. 

According to him, the transitional government has paved the road to draft the 

Constitution with enthusiastic participation of people. It also helped strengthen peace 

and bring up popular state based on the consent of people. Following the endorsement 

of the Constitution, peace, development and democracy of the country has been 

strengthened in the past 20 years (the culture of democracy is being consolidated with 

time). 

He said the Constitution has served as a bed-rock foundation to boost prevalence of 

peace, flourish federalism and strengthen development. Solid foundation of unity laid by 

the Constitution in turn has enabled the country to devote its full effort and time on 

development.  

 

According to the speaker, taking in to consideration the country as a home of more 

than 81 nations and nationalities, the Constitution has enabled the country to properly 

accommodate the issue of pluralism and diversity for the first time in the history of 

Ethiopia. 

 

The system of federalism and its style of administration has helped to resolve deep-

rooted problems of conflict that were hindering peace and development of the country 

(the conflicts that were rife in the previous regimes and incurring lots of human and 

material loss). 

 

Despite the tremendous achievement through implementation of federalism, he said, 

like what is happening in any other part of the world, there were occasional skirmishes 

erupting in some border areas. The causes of these scuffles were stemming from 

scrambling for water and grazing land resources, poaching and rustling of animals.  

 



He said the problems are minor and can be solved easily. Even though the federal 

system of administration is at its budding stage, these minor conflicts have been 

resolved using constructive means like discussion, expanding infrastructures and 

increasing supply of water and animal feed. Especially, enhancing the awareness of 

people to engage in dialogue has become helpful to prevent eruption of conflicts and 

heal the wounds remedially (after the occurrence of disputes). 

 

Kassa stressed that Ethiopia is putting in place robust system of federalism used to 

answer questions popping up from any outsiders(and internal Doubting Thomases) that 

are suspicious of the benefits of federalism, even if witnessing the fruits of federalism 

with their naked eyes. Truly speaking, he said, the Constitution has answered lots of 

basic questions related with the current situation of Ethiopia. 

 

 Unlike the previous oppressive regimes, the way chosen by people is included in the 

Constitution in a democratic manner. The current Constitution has taken in to account 

the very reality that nation cannot be unified forcefully without the consent of people( 

no one could build a unified country in tyranny and oppression, as the Derg regime did 

temporarily). 

 

The Speaker said the Constitution has leveled the ground to unity in diversity, which is 

unseen in the history of Ethiopia. It has enshrined the will of people up to secession. 

This kind of outstanding and far-reaching freedom is not customary in many parts of 

the world. This has witnessed the fathomless magnitude of the Constitution to 

guarantee basic human and democratic rights. However, there are some who oppose 

this modus operandi. 

 

According to Kassa, notwithstanding, it should be taken as their own personal opinion 

and personal right as stated in the Constitution. Constitution could not be amended 

overnight as we do to other things. The Constitution itself has included ways of 



amendment that could be implemented when the need arises. Ethiopia has ratified 

sunshine Constitution which allows amendment based on research and the enquiry of 

people.  

 

Priceless sacrifices of people for lengthy years have enabled to eliminate oppression and 

celebrate such occasion of renaissance in a spirit of freedom. The tiresome struggle 

waged to shatter the dictator Derg Regime has enabled to ratify new constitution and 

build brand new Ethiopia with a spirit of equality and fraternity. 

 

The House of Federation , in its 3rd parliament tenure, first year second regular meeting, 

has decided to celebrate the Nations, Nationalities and Peoples Day on December 8th 

taking in to account the significance of ratification of the Constitution that boldly 

guarantees equality to all citizens across the country. 

  

Accordingly, this year the 9th Day Nations, Nationalities and Peoples Day was observed 

in Benishangul Gumuz State. The day was celebrated under the theme ‘’ "Our 

Constitutionally Guaranteed Rights shall flourish and blossom in Unity and Diversity, Our 

Unity Emblazoned by Our Constitution and Renaissance’’. 

The House of Federation has decided to celebrate the day from the vantage point of 

paying tribute to and commemorating the significance of the Constitution, ratified by 

the unanimous consent of peoples. 

 

The event has also enabled people to review the achievements gained since the 

endorsement of the Constitution, scale up best achievements and practices, parallel to 

renewing promise to step up endeavor to further action and stand united amicably. 

 

Observing the day of  nation’s, nationalities and peoples’ is thought to strengthen 

national effort to eradicate poverty , boost development and democracy and reaffirm  



unity to realize the vision of our country to join the queue of middle-income countries 

by 2025.  

 

All the crucial events mentioned a fore have necessitated commemorating the great 

selfless sacrifice paid by the people and martyrs of Ethiopia for the sake of equality, 

freedom, justice and democracy(currently these fruits have enabled to declare 

renaissance of Ethiopia). 

 

Regarding the aspect of providing wider horizon of freedom, FDRE Constitution has 

included basic human and democratic rights enshrined in the Universal Human Rights 

Declaration (UHRD), which is accepted as a universal and binding document related to 

human rights. 

For instance, Chapter one has stipulated 15 Articles solely devoted to human rights. 

These rights have been guaranteed and exercised in the past two decades(similarly, 

Article 39 states that ``every nation, nationality and peoples in Ethiopia has 

unconditional right to self-determination, including the right to secession’’).  

The Constitution in its chapter two has also enshrined 16 Articles  that  recognizes the 

democratic rights of nations, nationalities and peoples of Ethiopia. In its full entity, the 

Constitution has laid the foundation to enable citizens enjoy the fruits of democracy and 

live dignified life in their own country. 

 

In addition, related to human rights, the Constitution states that ‘’criminal liability of 

persons who commit crimes against humanity, so defined by international agreements 

ratified by Ethiopia and other laws of Ethiopia, such as genocide, summary executions, 

forcible disappearance or torture shall not be barred by statute of limitation. 



Such offences may not be commuted by amnesty or pardon of the legislature or any 

other state organ’’. This decree showcases how far Ethiopia has held firm stand to the 

observance of human rights. 

The Constitution has entrenched division of power between federal and regional 

governments which is the bedrock of federalism, beside division of powers (it is 

inherent in any federal system that there must be an organ for the adjudication of 

constitutional issues and for the settlement of disputes concerning the competence of 

the two levels of governments). In the Ethiopian Constitution, this task is entrusted to 

the House of Federation.  

Likewise, the government has adhered to the principle of democracy and development. 

The basic reason that inspired EPRDF to ferociously spearhead armed struggle is the 

question of democracy and equality of people(unlike the defunct regimes, it 

understands that demolishing these core values, for which it fought tooth and nail with 

tyrant Dreg regime, is not negotiable). Accordingly, the Constitution has confirmed that, 

come hill or high waters, government that does not respect the equality of people is 

unacceptable. 

 

Some say the inclusion of secession in the Constitution may lead to disintegration 

(some doomsayers and Cassandra of Balkanization). Despite this objection, the 

concrete reality on the ground in the past two decades has showed that the culture of 

co-existence and tolerance has thrived in the country more than ever.  

Practically, the Constitution has enabled to build confidence among Ethiopian peoples 

for it has guaranteed unlimited freedom (except some limitations for the sake of 

national security and well being of people). 

However, their predictions have vanished due to tangible achievements of peace and 

development that can defy the ill wishes of reactionaries, chauvinists and narrow 

nationalists.   Accordingly, the aspired danger of disintegration did not turn its face 



towards Ethiopia. Rather Ethiopia has become the beacon of peace in the Horn of Africa 

(hosting refugees, resolving conflicts and participating in peace-keeping missions). 

The Constitution has enabled to accomplish various successful missions on all corners of 

the country and proved that it is driving on the right track. This success was registered 

despite the blinkered prophesy of some anti-people elements that flagrantly despise the 

interest of people, aiming at forwarding their own holier than you attitude.  

Based on the Constitution and enjoying rights enshrined in it, all peoples across the 

country have been striving to build one economic community and realize the vision of 

forging a middle-income country. In this regard, the prevalence of lasting peace 

emanating from the very nature of the Constitution has helped to register double-digit 

economic growth, which is appreciated by the international community (it is crystal 

clear to understand that all these achievements are the fruits of sunshine Constitution; 

in the contrary, earlier the country was dogged by ill-names of poverty, hunger and civil 

war). 

 

Ratification of the Constitution and freedom of all peoples throughout the country has 

enabled to accelerate growth for the last ten consecutive years. This miracle has 

happened during the time of global economic crisis that has hit many countries. Hence, 

it has been witnessed that Ethiopia is galloping on the right track of development (as a 

result of implementation of workable development policies and strategies emanating 

from the Constitution). 

The development being registered in the country is the result of the Constitution. 

Accordingly, the country has started undertaking multi-million dollar projects including 

the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD), rail way projects and sugar factories.  

Up on completion, the dam will store 74 billion m3 water and generate 6,000MW. The 

dam is expected to contribute its own to break the vicious circle of famine and curb the 

whirlpool of poverty. The dam will also help scale up the level of national water security 

from 43m3 to 925m3. 



Besides, energy supply that would be available from building dams in Ethiopia would be 

so huge that alone Ethiopia would not have absorptive capacity. The dam would not 

only produce enough energy for Ethiopia and Sudan, but also it could feed in to Egypt’s 

power grid for sale to users  all the way to middle east and Europe. Hence, it could 

serve as cord of regional integration through the provision of cheap power. 

Nation has also scaled up its effort to enhance accessibility of education and health 

service facilities. In the sphere of education, the country has built 33 universities, which 

is by far incomparable with the number of few universities that were providing trainings 

in the country some decades ago. 

 

Coverage of primary school education has burgeoned in noticeable manner following 

the implementation of new education policy targeted to enhance quality and 

accessibility of education since 1992. A case in point, it has been able to boost the 

number of primary school students to 22 million, which is by far greater than the 

number of population of some African countries. Currently, primary school education 

coverage has reached 95 percent, which is also unparalleled achievement compared to 

primary school education service that was provided during the oppressive Derg regime. 

 

Furthermore, nation has achieved speedy economic development, registered promising 

change in the social and economic life of the citizens, secures peace and stability, 

widens the practice of genuine equality and democracy, provides the opportunity to 

self-governance and starts to leap towards international affairs (within and out of 

Africa.). 

Its influential relations with the whole world witnesses a wide-range revival of Ethiopia. 

All these awesome changes are witnessed after the country adopts new Constitution 

and implements federal system of administration. 

The basic objective of the country is to create one economic and political community 

founded on rule of law and capable of ensuring lasting peace, guarantee democratic 



order, and advancing economic and social development. Currently, nation is travelling 

on the road of change. The introduction of the new Constitution has opened a new 

chapter in the history of Ethiopia and help citizens to be proud of their own country. 

 

The decentralization of power and resources, accommodation of the different groups 

into the political process by ensuring self-rule and adoption of pluralistic policies 

(including language, culture) has brought tremendous change in the country, which was 

not there in the long history of the country. 

 

Ethiopia’s miraculous growth is commended by various world leaders including 

President Obama. The President on a bi-lateral meeting held with a delegate led by 

Prime Minister HaileMariam Dessalegn, on September 25, 2014 had said that there is no 

better example than Ethiopia for the progress being made in Africa. What is happening 

in Ethiopia is real example of development which has become one of the fastest-

growing economies in the world. 

The president has commended on the development of Ethiopia that his country has 

observed enormous progress in the country that once had great difficulty feeding itself. 

It’s now not only leading the pack in terms of agricultural production in the region, but 

will soon be an exporter potentially not just of agriculture, but also power because of 

the development that has been taking place there. 

He said that USA and Ethiopia are strong trading partners.  A case in point, most 

recently, Boeing has done a deal with Ethiopia, which will result in jobs in the United 

States. He further stated, quoting his discussions with Ban Ki-moon previously, we 

discussed how critical it is for us to improve our effectiveness when it comes to peace-

keeping and conflict resolution. 



 And it turns out that Ethiopia may be one of the best in the world, one of the largest 

contributors of peacekeeping; one of the most effective fighting forces when it comes 

to being placed in some challenging situations and helping to resolve conflicts. 

Obama stressed that Ethiopia has been not only a leader economically in the continent, 

but also when it comes to security and trying to resolve some of the longstanding 

conflicts there. We are very appreciative of those efforts, and we look forward to 

partnering with it. 

Ethiopia’s current progress will give us an opportunity to talk about how we can 

enhance strategic dialogue around a whole range of issues, from health, the economy, 

agriculture, but also some hotspot areas like South Sudan, where Ethiopia has been 

working very hard trying to bring the parties together. 

He recognized that the peace-keeping and conflict-resolution effort being exerted by 

Ethiopia is so challenging a task that USA is going to work jointly with Ethiopia as part 

of an international community. 

Obviously we've been talking a lot about terrorism and the focus has been on ISIL, but 

in Somalia, we've seen al-Shabaab, an affiliate of al Qaeda, wreak havoc throughout 

that country. That's an area where the cooperation and leadership on the part of 

Ethiopia is making a difference as we speak.  

We want to thank them for that. So our counter-terrorism cooperation and the 

partnerships that we have formed with countries like Ethiopia are going to be critical to 

our overall efforts to defeat terrorism. 

And also, the Prime Minister and the government is going to be organizing elections in 

Ethiopia this year. I know something about that. We've got some mid-terms coming up. 

And so we'll have an opportunity to talk about civil society and governance and how we 

can make sure that Ethiopia’s progress and example can extend to civil society as well, 



and making sure that throughout the continent of Africa we continue to widen and 

broaden our efforts to strengthen democracy. 

PM HaileMariam Dessalegn on his part said that Ethiopia value very much the 

relationship between the United States and Ethiopia. Ethiopia is moving to the top of its 

capacity intended to transforming the economy of the nation. But, needless to say, the 

support of the United States in our endeavor to move forward has been remarkable. 

The PM said that the most valuable thing for the development of Ethiopia is generating 

trained human power and achieving desirable capability to develop ourselves. And the 

United States has supported us in the various programs that helped us move forward in 

having healthy people that can produce. 

Presently, agriculture is the main source of Ethiopia’s economic growth, and it has been 

the case because of prevention and eradication of malaria which is among debilitating 

diseases. In fact, USA has tremendously assisted the health program including malaria 

eradication. 

Besides, peace and security is very essential for any kind of development to take place. 

In that sense, our cooperation in peace and  security and pacifying the region, the 

continent, as well as our Horn of Africa. I think this has helped us a lot to bring peace 

and tranquility in the region. 

We feel that we have strong cooperation. We have to deepen it. We have to extend 

now our efforts to pacify the region and the continent. Of course, also, we have to 

cooperate globally, not only in Africa, and that relationship has to continue. 

 


