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 Ethiopians Praise Meles’s 

 Priceless gift 

Tg Ayana 2-15-15 

World leaders, journalist, scholars expressed the late Prime Minister Meles 

Zenawi as the most intelligent leader and acknowledged him for his priceless 

contribution for Ethiopia’s economic development. Under his leadership, millions 

of Ethiopians have been pulled out of poverty. His strong legacy has been 

changing the country in all spheres. Meles’s party, TPLF/EPRDF, is recently 

celebrating 40th anniversary of its establishment. Meles, who has a strong 

leadership quality, is  the product of,  TPLF/EPRDF. I tried to collect some 

information that others said about him.  

US President Barack Obama said Prime Minister Meles deserves recognition for 

his lifelong contribution to Ethiopia’s development, particularly his unyielding 

commitment to Ethiopia’s poor. I met with Prime Minister Meles at the G-8 

Summit in May and recall my personal admiration for his desire to lift millions of 

Ethiopian out of poverty through his drive for food security. I am also grateful for 

Prime Minister Meles’s service for peace and security in Africa, his contributions 

to the African Union, and his voice for Africa on the world stage.  

David Cameron, British Prime Minister Prime Minister Meles was an inspirational 

spokesperson for Africa on global issues and provided leadership and vision on 

Somalia and Sudan. His personal contribution to Ethiopia's development, in 

particular by lifting millions of Ethiopians out of poverty, has set an example for 

the region. Our thoughts are with his family and with the nation of Ethiopia. He 

will be greatly missed. 
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Former British Prime Minister Tony Blair Meles Zenawi's was a hugely significant 

figure in Ethiopia's history, in particular helping guide his country from extreme 

poverty to an era of economic growth and development. 

Brown added  with the death of Prime Minister Meles, the poor of the world have 

lost one of their greatest champions. Ethiopia, one of the poorest countries in the 

world, made more progress in education, health and economic development 

under his leadership  than at any time in its history and it is a tragedy for the 

Ethiopian people that they have lost a committed leader and a champion of 

children at such a young age.  

Ethiopia, one of the poorest countries in the world, made more progress in 

education, health and economic development under his leadership  than at any 

time in its history and it is a tragedy for the Ethiopian people that they have lost 

a committed leader and a champion of children at such a young age. He was a 

leader not just for Ethiopia but for Africa and for global development, leading the 

New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), sitting on the G2O as Africa’s 

representative, and a member of  the 2005 Africa Commission. 

When I last saw him earlier this year we held meetings about how we would 

ensure every child would be in school in Ethiopia by 2015. His passion was in 

abolishing poverty and our hope is that he will inspire a new generation of men 

and women who will champion the cause of eradicating poverty. 

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton I admired the Prime Minister’s personal 

commitment to transforming Ethiopia’s economy and to expanding education and 

health services. He was an important and influential voice in Africa, and we 

especially valued his role in promoting peace and security in the region. I am 

confident that Ethiopia will peacefully navigate the political transition according 

to its constitution. 

http://gordonandsarahbrown.com/2012/08/gordon-brown-pays-tribute-to-ethiopian-prime-minister-meles-zenawi/


3 

 

Remarks by Ambassador Susan E. Rice, U.S. Permanent Representative to the 

United Nations, Meles was disarmingly regular, unpretentious, and direct. He was 

selfless, tireless and totally dedicated to his work and family. In the toughest of 

times, he retained that twinkle in his eye, his ready smile, his roiling laugh and 

his wicked sense of humor. True, he never belied any lack of confidence in his 

judgments. He was tough, unsentimental and sometimes unyielding. And, of 

course, he had little patience for fools, or “idiots,” as he liked to call them. 

For, among Prime Minister Meles’ many admirable qualities, above all was his 

world-class mind. A life-long student, he taught himself and many others so 

much. But he wasn’t just brilliant. He wasn’t just a relentless negotiator and a 

formidable debater. He wasn’t just a thirsty consumer of knowledge. He was 

uncommonly wise – able to see the big picture and the long game, even when 

others would allow immediate pressures to overwhelm sound judgment. Those 

rare traits were the foundation of his greatest contributions. 

Still, there was no shortage of occasions when, as governments and friends, we 

simply, sometimes profoundly, disagreed. But even as we argued – whether 

about economics, democracy, human rights, regional security or our respective 

foreign policies – I was always struck by two things: Meles was consistently 

reasoned in his judgments and thoughtful in his decisions; and, he was driven 

not by ideology but by his vision of a better future for this land he loved. I will 

deeply miss the challenge and the insights I gained from our discussions and 

debates. 

Prime Minister Meles was remarkably ambitious – but not, as is typical, for 

himself. He was both a son of Ethiopia and a father to its rebirth. Passionately 

proud to be Ethiopian, Meles was determined that you, its people, conquer your 

history of poverty, hunger, and strife. Meles was profoundly shaped by the 

memory of fragile young lives snuffed out in the 1980s by folly-induced famine 

and despair.  



4 

 

The torment of that terrible time spurred him to join in driving out the 

strongman who had turned Ethiopia into a parched field of sorrow. It spurred 

him to remake himself overnight from guerrilla to statesman. It spurred him to 

make sustainable development both a personal passion and a national priority. 

And it spurred him to resolve that Ethiopians will claim and maintain your rightful 

place as peacemakers and generous contributors on the world stage. 

Of course, Meles’s vision and impact never stopped at Ethiopia’s borders. Across 

Africa, fellow leaders looked to Prime Minister Meles to help them make peace 

and jumpstart their economies. He was instrumental in building the African 

Union. He made IGAD deliver. He confronted terrorism directly and countered 

violent extremists bent on undermining the state and the region he did so much 

to build. He worked vigorously to end bitter conflicts – from Burundi to Liberia. 

He was crucial to the negotiation and implementation of the Comprehensive 

Peace Agreement that ended Sudan’s tragic civil war. Prime Minister Meles was 

midwife to the birth of the world’s newest state, the Republic of South Sudan, 

and he sought to nurse this fragile progeny to strength. 

The legacy Meles leaves will long endure. But for the sake of the youth and the 

next generations of Ethiopians, that legacy must be more than a monument. It 

must be a foundation—a foundation for renewed efforts to eradicate poverty and 

hunger—a foundation for development that is sustainable and sustained—a 

foundation for deepening Ethiopia’s democracy and defending all of its citizens’ 

inalienable rights—and a foundation for peace and security across Africa and our 

interwoven world. Prime Minister Meles was an uncommon leader, a rare 

visionary, and a true friend to me and many. 

Raila Odinga, Kenyan Prime Minister, Meles Zenawi was a great leader, an 

intellectual, someone who was very dedicated to pan-Africanism. One will 

remember him for the great effort he put in to transforming the Ethiopian 

economy.  
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UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon Mr Meles would be remembered for his 

exceptional leadership and advocacy on African issues within and outside the 

continent" and for overseeing his country's economic development. 

Jacob Zuma, South African President It is an absolute tragedy for Africa and the 

people of Ethiopia to mourn such an exceptional leader who contributed as an 

active role-player in various continental and global initiatives. Prime Minister 

Meles Zenawi had been a strong leader, not only for his country but on the 

African continent, acting as mediator on numerous talks, particularly in the Horn 

of Africa region. 

Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, President of Liberia Meles Zenawi was an economic 

transformer; he was a strong intellectual leader for the continent. In our regional 

meetings, he stood out because of his intellect and his ability to respond and to 

lead dialogue on matters relating to African development. He will be missed in all 

of our meetings and all of our endeavor. 

European Commission president Jose Manuel Barros Prime Minister Meles was a 

respected African leader. He demonstrated his strong personal commitment over 

many years to improving the lives of not just his own but all African peoples, 

through his work on African unity, climate change, development and in 

promoting peace and stability, particularly in the Horn of Africa. 

Charles Tannock, MEP, is the European Conservatives and Reformists’ foreign 

affairs coordinator and rapporteur for the Horn of Africa at the European 

Parliament. 

 

The then  Chairperson of the Commission of the African Union (AU), Jean Ping, 

has said The Commission will remember late Prime Minister Meles Zenawi for his 

exceptional contribution to the advancement of the objectives of the AU and the 

promotion of Africa’s interests in global fora.  
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He added in particular, Prime Minister Meles played a critical role in furthering 

the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), whose Implementation 

Committee he was chairing. He also presided over with competence and utmost 

commitment the Committee of African Heads of State and Government on 

Climate Change (CAHOSCC).   

The Commission also salutes Ethiopia’s contribution, under Prime Minister Meles’s 

leadership, to the promotion of peace and security in Africa, both within the 

framework of the AU and the Inter-Governmental Authority on Development 

(IGAD).  

In this respect, mention should notably be made of the deployment of Ethiopian 

peacekeepers to Burundi, Liberia and Abyei, as part of AU or United Nations 

Missions, as well as the support extended to the Somali authorities and AMISOM 

in their efforts to defeat terrorism and extremism in Somalia and pave the way 

for lasting peace and reconciliation in that country.  

Prime Minister Meles tirelessly deployed efforts in support of the AU High-Level 

Implementation Panel (AUHIP), in order to facilitate the completion of the 

implementation of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) and the 

negotiations on the post-secession issues between Sudan and South Sudan.   

Jean Ping add Prime Minister Meles Zenawi has also overseen the dramatic 

transformation of his country, which is today one of the top economic performers 

on the continent. In so doing, he has played an important role in pioneering a 

new era of hope and growth in Africa, driven as he was by the vision of Ethiopia 

and Africa’s Renaissance. The death of Prime Minister Meles has robbed Africa of 

one of its greatest sons. 
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Indian PM Prime Minister, Manmohan Singh is describing him as a "towering 

statesman" of the African continent. Singh said Zenawi "was a towering 

statesman who effectively articulated and advanced the continent's interest in 

the international fore.  Ethiopia has lost a remarkable leader whose contribution 

towards peace, progress and development of his country will be long 

remembered," the Prime Minister said.  

Yemen President Abd Rabbo Mansour Hadi said that the absence of this political 

leader represents a great loss not only to the Ethiopian people, but also to the 

region and the entire African continent. 

Barnaba Benjamin, South Sudanese Information Minister it's a very, very sad day 

for the people of the Republic of South Sudan and the people of the East African 

region as a whole. This has been a tremendous nationalist leader, a president 

who had always let peace come to his neighbors. We in South Sudan in 

particular, consider Ethiopia and especially Prime Minister Meles Zenawi, a 

strategic ally that always never let a friend down.  

Indeed, we greatly mourn him and we extend our extensive condolences to the 

people of Ethiopia. I sincerely hope that Ethiopia will enhance its path of 

democratization, upholding of human rights and prosperity for its people, and of 

further regional stabilization and integration. 

He was a leader not just for Ethiopia but for Africa and for global development, 

leading the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), sitting on the 

G2O as Africa’s representative, and a member of  the 2005 Africa Commission. 

His passion was in abolishing poverty and our hope is that he will inspire a new 

generation of men and women who will champion the cause of eradicating 

poverty. 
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Former Nigeria President Olusegun Obasanjo has said the death of Ethiopian 

Prime Minister Menes Zenawi has robbed Africa of a committed, forthright, 

visionary and fearless leader. Obasanjo told NAN that Zenawi was one of the 

bright lights of leadership in present day Africa. 

He has shown the sterner stuff that he is made of in fighting for his country’s 

emancipation from the rudderless, despotic military dictatorship to bringing his 

country up in development terms as one of the beacons of Africa. I have seen 

his performance at the African Union (AU), and it is because of his brilliance that 

leaders of Africa and I decided to hand over the AU NEPAD program to him. His 

death robs Africa of a committed, forthright, visionary and fearless leader 

 

Richard Dowden is Director of the Royal African Society and author of Africa; 

altered states, ordinary miracles. Richard Dowden has expressed PM Meles as 

Meles Zenawi is the cleverest and most engaging Prime Minister in Africa. He 

was one of four African presidents to be invited to the Camp David G8 meeting. 

The aid donors love Meles. He is well-informed, highly numerate and focused. 

And he delivers. Ethiopia will get closer to the Millennium Development Goals 

than most African countries. The Ethiopian state has existed for centuries and it 

has a bureaucracy to run it. So the aid flows like a river, nearly $4.  In Melese’s 

time, Western aide skyrocketed from a few hundred million U.S. dollars to over 

$4 billion a year. 

Robert I. Rotberg is President emeritus of the World Peace Foundation. An 

American professor in governance and foreign affairs, he was director of the 

Program on Intrastate Conflict, Conflict Prevention, and Conflict Resolution at 

Harvard University's John F. Kennedy School of Government (1999-2010), and 

has served in administrative positions at Tufts University and Lafayette 

College.In 2003-2004, he served as a member of the Secretary of State's 
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Advisory Panel on Africa, and was a Presidential appointee to the Council of the 

National Endowment for the Humanities. 

Think Africa Press apologizes for any offence caused/; By Robert Rotberg, 28 

August 2012 has expressed   Meles  as brilliant and determined, Ethiopia and the 

Horn of Africa will not see another Meles anytime soon. Meles was among the 

smartest of sub-Saharan Africa’s leaders. Unlike so many of his confreres, he had 

a strong and broad vision of how Ethiopia, once among the poorest and least 

educated of Africa’s states, could prosper and provide better outcomes for its 

peoples. 

When I spoke with Meles a few years ago for several hours in his hideaway office 

in State House, he was much more forthcoming than the other autocrats in 

Africa whom I have interviewed over the years. He was prepared to entertain 

hostile questions and to answer them.  

Meles also understood that someone like me had a legitimate interest in some of 

the terrible things that he was doing to his people and to those who believed in 

the democratic process. Yet he never bristled, never cut the interview short. Nor 

did he, as others might have done, attempt to deflect me onto his undoubted 

successes – such as the economic development of rapidly growing Ethiopia. 

Instead, he successfully tried to impress me with his general intelligence, his 

leadership skills, his ability to see around corners and protect the Horn of Africa 

against malevolence, and his careful balancing of the US and China in ways to 

benefit his regime and his country. 

The New York Times Editor wrote Mr. Meles lifted his country from the ruins of 

civil war and transformed it into one of Africa’s emerging economies and one of 

the United States government’s closest African allies. A former rebel leader, Mr. 

Meles, was considered one of Africa’s most intelligent leaders. He was known to 
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be a voracious reader with a steel-trap mind who could rapidly digest mountains 

of statistics and quote large chunks of Shakespeare.  

The Times Live website runs an agency report describing Mr Meles as a "larger-

than-life statesman" who was credited with steering Ethiopia towards economic 

growth and also helped mediate in several regional disputes.  

Kenya's The Standard newspaper website carries an editorial headlined "Africa 

leaders are mortal, let's demystify death", focusing on the secrecy surrounding 

his illness and death."The world may disagree on whether Ethiopia's President 

Meles Zenawi improved Africa's leadership image or was just another despot 

clothed in democratic garb. But unanimity is expected on the question whether 

his death fits the African picture which starts with denials and ends in death," the 

paper says. 

The Kenyan Daily Nation website runs an editorial headlined "Zenawi succession 

vital for stability of region." The paper discusses the impact of Mr Meles's death 

on the region and says Kenya will be "closely watching" developments."The 

death of Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles Zenawi robs Africa of one its most 

durable leaders. Of immediate import will be what his exit presages for security 

and stability in Ethiopia, whose capital Addis Ababa holds the seat of the African 

Union and is somewhat the de facto capital for the continent," the editorial says. 

U.S. Ambassador Susan Rice said Zenawi “leaves behind an indelible legacy of 

major contributions to Ethiopia, Africa, and the world.” Gordon Brown called 

Zenawi’s demise “a tragedy for the Ethiopian people,” while David Cameron 

remembered him as an “inspirational spokesman for Africa.” Bill Gates tweeted 

that he “was a visionary leader who brought real benefits to Ethiopia’s poor.”  

Korean Herald  Ethiopia has undergone a remarkable transformation under his 

strongman rule since 1991, Strong economic performance is somewhat 

http://www.timeslive.co.za/africa/2012/08/21/ethiopian-strongman-meles-dies-abroad
http://www.standardmedia.co.ke/?articleID=2000064537&story_title=Africa-leaders-are-mortal,-let%E2%80%99s-demystify-death
http://www.nation.co.ke/oped/Editorial/Zenawi+succession+vital+for+stability/-/440804/1484362/-/q5pr04z/-/index.html
https://melkamzena.com/b/https:/twitter.com/AmbassadorRice/status/237989079344611329
https://melkamzena.com/b/https:/twitter.com/AmbassadorRice/status/237989079344611329
https://melkamzena.com/b/http:/www.forbes.com/profile/david-cameron/
https://melkamzena.com/b/http:/www.forbes.com/profile/bill-gates/
https://melkamzena.com/b/https:/twitter.com/BillGates/status/238054301761667072


11 

 

surprising, given his party’s interventionist policy approach, but Meles showed 

himself to be a consummate pragmatist in attracting investment ― particularly 

from China ― to drive growth. To his credit, child mortality was reduced by 40 

percent under his government; Ethiopia’s economy became more diversified, 

with new industries like car manufacturing, beverages, and floriculture; and 

major infrastructure projects, including Africa’s largest hydroelectric dam, were 

launched. Once a basket-case associated in the world’s eyes only with famine 

and drought, Ethiopia has become one of Africa’s largest economies ― and 

without the benefit of gold or oil. 

 

More important, Meles put Addis Ababa on the map as the home of the African 

Union, and as a capital where Africa’s worst problems could be discussed in a 

pragmatic manner, unburdened by colonial grudges. Meles himself became a 

major diplomatic player, particularly over climate-change policy, and most 

recently was active in mediating border and natural-resource disputes between 

Sudan and the newly independent (and oil-rich) South Sudan.  

 

He will be remembered for accepting the painful secession of Eritrea in 1993, 

rather than prolong the civil war, and for his efforts to reach an agreement with 

Egypt over the use of the Blue Nile waters. For his admirers and critics alike, 

Meles leaves behind a potent political legacy. He will be remembered as an 

African leader of major historical significance: visionary, despotic, and 

indispensable. 

Farhad Abasov, President and CEO of Allana Potash, stated: "Allana's board and 

management are saddened at the news of the passing of Prime Minister Meles 

Zenawi. The Prime Minister, in addition to his many achievements battling 

poverty and his economic successes, oversaw the transition of Ethiopia to a 

mining friendly jurisdiction with a modern mining law and strong support for 

foreign investment.  He added that Meles made Ethiopia the most stable 

countries in Africa and suitable for investments.  
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We Ethiopians whenever remember our late Prime Minster Meles Zenaw. He has 

changed our country in all aspects.  We are tirelessly working to accomplish his 

legacy. Ethiopia will be join middle-income countries within the coming few years 

and poverty will be history in Ethiopia.  Success for TPLF/EPRDF!  Success for all 

Ethiopia’s! 

 


