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The Ethiopian football has its golden age or glorious period during the 1950s and 60s with 

legendary players such as the late Mengestu Worku, Luchiano Vasalo, etc.. They even won the 

African cup. Those legendary players made our nation very proud..Soon after that period, the 

Ethiopian football standard and performance started to decline from time to time and our people 

have been hungry for any international cup victory for over thirty years. At present, our people 



have started to see light at the end of the tunnel with the emergence of some clubs such as Saint 

Jorge, Buna, Mekelakeya and of course Dedebit. This recent Ethiopian foot ball renaissance ha6s 

been spearheaded by Dedeibit Football Club. This young club has been a catalyst in radically 

uplifting the quality of Ethiopian football in so short time and in being the cause for heralding 

the renaissance of Ethiopian football.  

 

Dedebit football club was created some sixteen years back by a visionary man called Colonel 

Awol Abdurahim; a man with a dream who worked unremittingly to make his dream come true.. 

Since then, this football club has won games after games in order to get first to the Premier 

league and then to be the champion of the Premier League as its primary mission and finally, to 

be the Champion of the Ethiopian Premier League as its final and ultimate mission.  

 

Dedebit sport club is thus far the only club that was established with a clear cut vision, mission 

and plan of action in order to create a modern football club by organizing children under the age 

of ten. Therefore, the club knew from the very outset where to start and where to end. Further, it 

has been well aware from the very outset what to accomplish in a specific period of time. As a 

result, Dedebit Football Club has now realized one of its major objectives i.e. to be the 

ETHIOPIAN PREMIER LEAGUE’S 2013 MELES CUP CHAPION and that was done with 

dignity and honor by winning all final hurdles successfully.  

 

The main objective of Dedebit Football Club has been among others to make a significant 

national contribution by recruiting, training and promoting its players to the Ethiopian National 

Football Team. It also has as its vision to become a qualified professional football club 

recognized continent-wide and to become a source of professional footballers nationally and 

internationally. As a result, this year, most of its players have been selected to join the Ethiopian 

National Team making the club number one in its contribution towards the National Team and 

making the National Team look better and stronger in all of its international football 

tournaments.  

 

Dedebit Football club also has the following clear and explicit mission statements: They 

are: 



 To lay a strong foundation for football by nurturing gifted children from childhood and 

ensuring continuity by creating a self replenishing system; 

  To set a national example by evolving from its inception as a project into a strong club 

that qualifies for the premier league;  

 To make e club a source of pride for the nation and its fans by becoming a model football 

club in the nation and the continent by becoming a self-sufficient club based on a broad-

based popular foundation;  

 To shape the cub as an Ambassador club that would be governed under a genuine 

principle of sportsmanship in its relations with national and international sports 

associations as well as other offices in the sector and finally,  

 To register concrete and vivid national contribution by realizing the vision of the club  to 

become a Professional Football Club.  

 

The goals of Dedebit football Club are the following: 

 To undertake training and competition of players under the age of 13 from 1996- 2000. 

(Fulfilled); 

  To conduct up-to-standard training and competition for those who are under the age of 

15 and get players recruited for the Addis Ababa team(Fulfilled); 

  To carry out up-to-standard training and competition for those who are under the age of 

17 and get them recruited for the Addis Ababa and National Youth teams in the two years 

from 2003-2004 (Fulfilled) ; 

  To get prepared for the Addis Ababa City First Division competition held in 2005 by 

finalizing organizational and training activities that enabled Dedebit to qualify as a 

regular club in 2004 (Fulfilled); 

  To succeed in joining the Higher Division in only one tournament year by becoming a 

strong competitor in the Addis Ababa City First Division in 2005 (Fulfilled); 

  To join the National League in 2007 by scoring impressive point that enables the club to 

qualify for the National League competition during the Addis Ababa Higher Division 

competition in 2006 (Fulfilled);  

 To sustain its impressive strides in 2008 to attain the first major achievement of Dedebit 

and qualify for the premier League (Fulfilled in 2009) ;  



 To become the Ethiopian Premier league champion in less than five years (Fulfilled in 

2013 and in future, to become a continent-wide famous international club by maintaining 

the momentum of its stride and becoming a strong international contender that our nation 

badly needs and become a model and professional club that enjoys the support and 

confidence of the Ethiopian people. 

 

Dedebit football club has a specific direction in order to fulfill its dreams and for that, Dedebit 

Football Club has to pursue the standard path that leads the team to a superior position in all 

levels of competition (U=13, U=15, U=17 and other regular club competitions). Here are the 

accomplishments: In U=13 (Under the age of 13), Dedebit was the best team among contending 

teams. Attained same status of the best team in U=15 and U=17 as well.  

 

The following are Major Activities Executed by the Club: 

 It won a medal and certificate for standing second in competition organized in 1999 in 

connection with the 25
th

 founding anniversary of Tigray people’s Liberation Front at 

Mekelle.  

 In 2000, the team won a gold medal by becoming a champion of the game held in Addis 

Ababa in connection with the 20
th

 founding anniversary of the Amhara Nation 

Democratic Movement.  

 Dedebit won a cup in 2000 as it became champion of the Annual Under-13 competition 

held in Addis Ababa. An honorary cup was at the time awarded to the founder of the 

project as well.  

 It similarly snatched a cup the following year as it succeeded in winning an annual 

competition held among eight teams in Addis Ababa City.  

 The team again stood first from among 10 clubs which competed for a cup in a project 

championship that same year (2001). 

 In 2003, Dedebit competed against 13 teams in an annual competition held in Zone 4 of 

Addis Ababa and won the cup. For that, the team was invited to the the King’s Cup held 

at Shashemene and won the cup. Therefore, the team won two cups in the same year.  

 Dedebit once again in 2003, won the Under-17 Annual Regional Championship in Addis 

Ababa.  And won the Addis Ababa Cup.  



 In addition to this regular competition, it competed with 10 junior teams Under-15 and 

snatched the cup in that same year.  

   In 2005, Dedebit was recognized as a club by the Addis Ababa sports Commission. The 

club therefore took part in the Annual Regional 1
st
 Division Competition and succeeded 

in getting the required point to pass to the region’s Higher Division.  

 The year 2006, was that of multiple victories to Dedebit as it won the Addis Ababa 

Higher Division Championship Cup thus representing the Region at the country-wide 

Regional Club Championship held in Hawasa and clinched the cup and was promoted to 

the National League and Finally; 

 In 2009, Dedebit Football Club successfully joined the premier league and its first 

mission has been accomplished.  

 2010, Dedebit stood second in the Ethiopian Premier League championship. 

 Same year, Dedebit joined the African Confederation Cup by winning the competition 

cup.  

 2011, Dedebit football club stood 3
rd

 in the Ethiopian Premier League Championship and 

same year participated in the African Confederation Cup and reached the second round. 

 Same year, Dedebit won the 6
th

 Ethiopian Nations, Nationalities and Peoples Day cup in 

Mekelle. 

 2012 Dedebit stood 2
nd

 in the Ethiopian Premier League Championship and joined the 

competition for the African Confederation Cup 

 2013 Dedebit joined the Gonder Kenema fund raising competition and won the cup. 

 This year Dedebit Football Club realized its final and ultimate goal; to be the champion 

of the Ethiopian Premier League championship.  “MISSION ACCOMPLISHED” 

 

The name Dedebit originated from a place not far, about ninety kilometers from the town of 

Shire (Tigray Region). The name Dedebit carries a significant place in the history of the 

Ethiopian struggle against dictatorship, brutality and oppression and against regimes like the 

former brutal military regime (The Dereg). Dedebit is a place where the Tigray Peoples’ 

liberation Front (TPLF) for the first time with only eleven freedom fighters conducted its 

armed struggle in order to put an end to the dictatorial Derg regime and in order to bring 

about peace, stability, democracy, development and prosperity to our people. For that to 



happen, tens of thousands of precious lives where sacrificed. During the armed struggle the 

fighters’ motto was “our struggle is long and bitter but our victory is certain”. 

 

On the sports side, Colonel Awol Abdurahim, who is the creator and the architect of Dedebit 

football club who himself was part and parcel of the armed struggle knew from the very 

outset what the motto of his football club would be. This time around, colonel Awol does not 

have to conduct armed struggle; however, he had to conduct a peaceful but arduous, grueling 

and at times very discouraging peaceful battle against all odds in order to overcome all 

hurdles and all obstacles of all types from different corners on his way to climb from one 

ladder to the other and finally to get to the top. Like his former comrades of arms, his motto 

was “As its primary objective, Dedebit football cub, shall in a short period of time, join 

and win the Ethiopian National league championship; and then, in a short time join the 

Ethiopian Premier League and as its final and ultimate objective, to win the Ethiopian 

Premier League championship”  

 

That mission, that vision and that objective is now totally accomplished. Awol’s vision and 

mission has now been totally realized. Dedebit Football Club and colonel Awol has proved 

everything a commendable and professional football club would set to accomplish. Dedebit 

Football Club or Colonel Awol have nothing to prove to anyone anything anymore. Dedebit 

Football Club is now an Ethiopian football power house. At present, eleven of its players 

are selected to join the Ethiopian National Team making the club unparalleled and 

incomparable in Ethiopian football history in terms of one club’s contribution to the National 

Team. Now that the club is known not only nationally, regionally and continentally, its 

players will soon be looked and hunted by African, European and other famous international 

leagues sooner than later. Some have already been selected internationally; for example, 

Addis Hentsa to Sudan and Getaneh Kebede who is the best scorer of the year and the 

premier league's star player will join South Africa and this trend will continue.  

 

Finally, Dedebit football Club would like to thank all stakeholders, supporters, funders and 

all the Dedebit fun for their support over the years. The club also wishes all its supporters to 

continue with their support in the future. WAY TO GO DEDEBIT! WAY TO GO 



COLONEL AWOL! CONGRATULATIONS DEDEBIT! CONGRATULATIONS 

COLONEL AWOL! FOR A JOB WELL DONE AND FOR A WELL DESERVED 

2013 ETHIOPIAN PREMIER LEAGUE MELES CUP CHAMPIONCHIP VICTORY. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


