
 Ethiopians have truly lost our national guardian. 

The death of Prime Minister Zenawi has deeply saddened all Ethiopians at home and around the world, 
and a terrible loss for all Africans and beyond. His courageous and resolute leadership played a central 
role in the TPLF and in the EPRDF movement for profound change in Ethiopia. The legacy of Prime 
Minister Meles Zenawi will honor him as one the greatest leaders in the 20

th
 and 21st centuries. He was 

the first young politician of the new generation in Africa and he stood tall for his country and held Africa’s 
interests first. We have lost his voice, but we did not lose him as a model in our life. 

Ethiopia in the World stage: 

Once known for drought and famine, Ethiopia stood as a proud nation when it represented Africa in world 
summit for climate change. His policies were able to stimulate double-digit economic growth that 
eradicated centuries' old poverty from Ethiopia. He struggled for democracy throughout the land and built 
democratic institutions for the first time in Ethiopian history. Ethiopia now belongs to the family of nations 
and nationalities more than ever before.  He was highly respected by all Ethiopians and throughout the 
entire African continent. PM Meles Zenawi was regarded as a visionary leader by any one standard in 
modern times. Ethiopians are well aware of the difference he made in their lives for the last twenty years. 
He showed us that Ethiopia need not be a poor country anymore, or have its people die of starvation or 
famine. He showed us that Ethiopians will no longer need to stand in lines to receive a donations and 
hand-outs. 

History repeats itself: 

Ethiopians are committed to keep a hold on the growth and transformation strategies laid out by our PM 
Meles Zenawi. In the past, Ethiopians had united to defend their country from foreign incursions at 
different times and places, and that dedication has promulgated that freedom to this generation. Many 
heroes gave their lives for our freedom that we enjoy today, and now, history repeats itself: The current 
turnout to honor PM Meles Zenawi is by far the greatest gathering in Ethiopian history. Regardless of age, 
gender, or religion, they come out from every corner to express how much they loved him and their great 
respect for him. A clear and strong message of commitment is being sent to the whole world that his 
vision to lift his country up from poverty will not be interrupted and the Hedasie dam will be built to ensure 
that prosperity. 

PM Meles Zenawi will be remembered as a fighter for freedom and for equality; and most notably, a 
fighter against poverty. As a founder of democratic institutions, he had a vision of a renaissance for 
Ethiopia as the catalyst for all Ethiopians to come together and fulfill the dream from our beloved Meles 
Zenawi.  

I convey my heartfelt condolences at this difficult time to the family of Prime Minister Meles Zenawi, to the 
government of Ethiopia and to the Ethiopian people.  

With sincere sympathy, 

 

Libanos Beyene   

New York 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 


