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May he rest in peace in the bosom of the kind Lord! May the bereaved family get internal strength and 
celebrate this rare geniuses’ life. I pray for their healing from the heart break they have endured 
specially his wife W/o Azeb and his three beloved children. 

It has been a heart wrenching moment for all walks of Ethiopians who felt lost and cofounded by the 

death of the visionary leader who inherited a country in tatters, with bourgeoning huge population, a 

failed state divided by ethnicity and at war with each other. The government coffer was depleted and 

ransacked that there was no money to pay immediate salary leave alone run a normal functioning 

government and to compound it all famine was looming in the horizon and all warring factions were 

pointing their gun at the unity of the country. In short it was hell on earth that the EPRDF led by Mr. 

Meles inherited. We did not have a different path than the Somalia who unfortunately did not have a 

well-organized party or front before the demise of the dictator, Siad Bare but fortunately for us EPRDF 

had fought and sacrificed thousands to deliver us from the doomed future we were facing. This was 

1991 and since then Ethiopia, whose image was famine and tragedy has come out as the most stable 

country in the Horn of Africa, an economic power house and mediator and peace keeper.   

Our history is replete with tragedy of famine and destructive wars with in ourselves and with outside 

invaders, rendering us warriors but poor and vulnerable to famine and tragedy for centuries. The result 

of this conceit and narrow mindedness specially on ethnicity had paralyzed our mind, bound our hands 

and legs for centuries that the Ethiopian psyche is trigger happy for war and our music replete with 

songs of war that glorify sacrifice. Some wars were/are legitimate in defence of the mother country but 

many were to subjugate and to enslave the population. Due to the brutal successive governments we 

had, that considered the population a property no less than the herd they owned, the country was so 

divided and bursting at its seems. For centuries most of the nations and nationalities of Ethiopia were 

not even considered as humans worth mingling with leave alone ask their opinion and do well for them, 

they were “untouchable”. During the rule of the Kings (the feudal system) the country was run on the 

word of the king without plan. Justice was delivered with few minutes of argument in the court of the 

king who decided the verdict of life and death, property and wellbeing within minutes and without 

examining facts on the relative merit of importance of the person or nobility, of the plaintiff or defence. 

The feudal lords could kill or disposes, confiscate property or enslave populations with impunity. And 

then came the Derg a bunch of army officers who hijacked the revolution and run the most brute 

dictatorship killing hundreds of thousands young men and women and the leader at that time Mengistu 

earning the name Pol Pot of Africa and the country killing fields. Mengistu waged wars of terror, and 

murder on his own people and bankrupted the country.  This was the back drop for the ignition of the 

final war of liberation by the far sighted the EPRDF and there were some other well-meaning 

organizations that lacked good leadership and program and without which they wilted or got destroyed 



in their track. Hence the sacrifice paid by the EPRDF though precious has raised Ethiopia from the ashes 

of destruction and led the people to peace, development and prosperity. The young generation do not 

talk of war and rebellion any more but the reconstruction and transformation of Ethiopia by eliminating 

poverty with hard work. The hardest work accomplished by the EPRDF in my mind is not winning the 

war against the largest army in Africa, the Derg  but changing the mind set of Ethiopians to work hard, 

recognize, respect and accept each other and  unite in diversity. The liberation and respect of the rights 

of the minority nations and nationalities whom were the most oppressed was the main mantra of the 

EPRDF and it has successfully accomplished that and enshrined it in the constitution, that there will be 

no force that can change it. 

The other hallmark of EPRDF is education for all which has reached 97-99% coverage for school 

beginners, which is unheard in the history of Ethiopia. Health service and prevention of communicable 

diseases, in particular in vulnerable communities has been expanded to the remotest of corners of the 

country, thanks to the huge infrastructure and road construction and widely available electricity even in 

the villages which was unimaginable few years ago. The feat of accomplishment in short time for this 

very back ward country is amazing and it has started to bear fruit.  We are seeing many highly educated 

Ethiopians graduating from universities/colleges. The number of universities increased from 3 in 1991 to 

more than 90 public and private currently. Mother and child health care has improved markedly and 

equitably that infant mortality has plummeted. Most people’s standard of living has improved. Yes 

inflation does run high, making the life of city dwellers more challenging but the life of the farmers has 

fundamentally changed which after all account for more than 95% of the population. Businesses are 

booming and people are engaged in education and business that the country is marching ahead without 

a letdown. The Grand dam and other domes are in construction to increase electric supply to the 

population and expansion of industries and job creation. There are more than 10 sugar factories and 

huge sugar cane farms in construction that will start production in the next 2-3 years creating jobs, 

producing sugar for local consumption hence reducing importation and dependency but also export and 

earning hard currency. The by-product of the sugar factories ethanol which will be produced in millions 

of liters will increase our source of bio fuel and reduce our dependency on imported oil. The water and 

soil preservation activities being carried out in every corner of the country added to the improved 

techniques of agriculture promoted by the government has increased productivity of the farmer by 

quadruple folds in some areas and double in most that they are reaping the economic benefit. Ethiopia 

has still a long way to go but it has taken off carrying the burden that from now on it is about 

maintaining the altitude and flying overcoming some bumps. They say take off is the hardest for an 

airplane in particular if over burdened by weight that usually it is doomed to crush unless weight 

adjustment is done commiserate to what it can carry but in our case we had no luxury to leave behind 

the burden but increase our capacity and fly thanks to the pilot Mr. Meles and his co-pilots who are 

many. 

This is then the current state of affair, where the beloved PM of Ethiopia left the country he loved and 

cherished. Does one then wonder if the people beat their chest, wail and cry in anguish of a loss of a 

beloved leader who worked hard all his life with discipline, dedication and zeal to change the lives of the 

people whom he loved? 



I will say it is a just reaction, a testament to the honest and dedicated hard work that the honorable son, 

husband and father had devoted his life for. 

 

Way to go Meles!  

The visionary student 

Gallant fighter with no fear or fright 

Son of the people  

ready and ever proud to die  

for the people  

They are/ were his life.  

 Willingly he cast the die  

to fight for them and finally close his eyes. 

Never for him  

not even for a moment, 

rest, luxury or longevity  

with no goal or pride. 

Sweet, painful struggle 

motivated by commitment and principle 

Such was his dictum for life  

for love, 

 of country and people. 

Exact it may 

on his health or life. 

RIP our beloved 

Prime minister 

   Son, husband and father  



We will keep you in our hearts 

and stay the course. 

 

 

    

           


