
The 9th Nations, Nationalities and Peoples’ Day color-
fully celebrated in Brussels
On Saturday 13 December 2014, the Ethiopian Em-
bassy in Brussels colorfully celebrated the 9th Nations, 
Nationalities and Peoples’ Day of Ethiopia together 
with Ethiopians and people from Ethiopian origin 
living in the Benelux countries. During the celebration, 
H.E. Ambassador Teshome Toga, Ambassador of Ethi-
opia to the EU institutions, Baltic and Benelux States 
said that this year’s Nations, Nationalities and Peoples’ 
day is special because the celebration is being held in 
Benishangul-Gumuz Regional State, where the Great 
Ethiopian Renaissance Dam is being built. This cele-
bration is also coinciding with the 20th anniversary of 
the ratification of the Constitution of the Federal Dem-
ocratic Republic of Ethiopia. Moreover, he said that 
the celebration marks the successful implementation 
of the first Growth and Transformation Plan (GTP-I) 
and the beginning of GTP-II.  In his remarks, he also 
recalled that the country used to be a place of conflict 
and poverty because of a lack of recognition and full 
respect of the diverse cultures of the Nations, Nation-
alities and Peoples living in the country. Because of 
the recognition and full respect of the constitutional 

rights of these Nations, Nationalities and Peoples of 
Ethiopia, the country has enjoyed sustainable peace 
and stability, democratization and a double-digit social 
and economic growth for the past two and a half de-
cades.  The ongoing social and economic development 
taking place in the country both in rural and urban 
areas leads to the eradication of severe poverty and the 
changing of the image of the country throughout the 
world.

The respect of rights of individuals and groups, as pro-
vided by the Constitution, is the ground for the politi-
cal and economic stability of the country. Furthermore, 
the Constitution is the base for Nations, Nationalities 
and Peoples to govern themselves and create a demo-
cratic unity at national level. It is also a guarantee for 
the cultural diversity of the country, which in return is 
the condition for a strong democratic national unity. 
The Ambassador also said that the diversity of the Na-
tions, Nationalities and Peoples of Ethiopia is a source 
of our strength and of the beauty of the country. It is 
because of the recognition and full respect of the rights 
of Nations and Nationalities that development is taking 
place.
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Today, for her own interest and for the benefit of 
countries of the region, Ethiopia is playing a crucial 
role in the efforts for the prevalence of peace and 
stability in the Horn of Africa region, by sending its 
own peace-keeping forces, mediating between warring 
parties and hosting large numbers of refugees from its 
neighbors.

In the celebration, more than 350 Ethiopians living in 
the Benelux countries have participated. At this occa-
sion, representatives of Nations and Nationalities in 

the community underlined that the sustainable peace 
and development of the country is due to the respect of 
the rights of Nations, Nationalities and Peoples of Ethi-
opia. Furthermore, they acknowledged the impressive 
socio-economic development that took place during 
the past twenty years in the country. Finally, they reaf-
firmed their commitment to support the completion of 
the Great Ethiopian Renaissance Dam technically and 
financially. In the same event, Ethiopian community 
members in the Benelux countries have bought bonds 
for the Great Renaissance Dam worth a total of  11,150 
€ (279,307.5 Et. Birr)
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