
EPITAPH OF MELES ZENAWI 

All human beings come into existence, try to accomplish their mission on earth, and finally depart. 

Political leaders are no exception. What remain in the history books for posterity is the legacy they leave 

behind, and what the masses of people inscribe as an epitaph in their collective psyche regarding a 

deceased leader. The epitaph of the late Prime Minister Meles Zenawi might read something like this:  

He ceaselessly and selflessly exerted every ounce of his energy, body and mind for the betterment 

and dignity of the people of Ethiopiauntil his last breath; hewas a true son of Africaand its voice 

throughout his life. His untimely death is a loss to all Ethiopians and Africans,but hewill be 

remembered for generations to come. There are numerous accolades and messages of admiration for 

the late Ethiopian leader from all corners of the world. Some of the messages extoll his determination to 

fight poverty; some praise his work in environmental issues concerning Africa, while other point out his 

diplomatic skills and political dexterity.While it is true that Meles Zenawi has proven his mettle in the 

international arena as an able statesman with ferocious intellect, his legacy remains in alleviating the lot 

of the poor masses of Ethiopia. Certainly, he had his share of detractors and critics both at home and 

abroad.  

 

On balance Meles has left Ethiopia more stable, stronger and better off than when he found it twenty 

one years ago. He charted bold and ambitious economic plans buttressed with the necessary reforms for 

speedy economic growth. The fruits of his effort can be witnessed in the massive infrastructure work, 

huge public sector spending, accelerated growth in health, education, tourism, mining and service 

sectors to mention just a few. These accomplishments, no easy tasks for a poor country with limited 

financial resources, have been praised both by the west and east alike.  

 

For those who were not in Addis Ababa during the past week, I want to briefly share with you the 

outpouring of grief and sympathy for the late Prime Minister Meles Zenawi. I was able to witness the 

throngs of people lined up at the airport sobbing and wailing upon the arrival of thebody as soon as the 

plane hit the tarmac. Young and old, women and teenagers were letting out their deep sorrow and 

anguish while comforting each other at the same time. I saw the deep love the people had for the 

deceased leader in a raw, visceral outpouring of emotion.  

 

Some of the youth created spontaneous slogan while escorting the vehicle that carried the body to the 

prime minister’s residence. Addis Ababa’s streets were reverberating with chants like ‘Meles you are our 

hero’,  ‘We will live up to your vision’ , ‘We love you and respect you’,‘The work of the renaissance dam 

will be completed’ etc… 



I also witnessed numerous candlelight vigils in the cold and rainy evenings in different parts of the city. I 

could not but be touched and ponder over the deep admirationand respect the people from all walks of 

life felt for the late prime minister. 

 

On August 28th, 2012 I went to the Grand Palace to pay my last respects to Prime Minister Meles Zenawi 

along with over a thousandcontingent of Ethiopian diaspora and returnees. It was a solemn occasion 

where the participants entered the palace compound in an orderly procession. There were thousands of 

ordinary citizens outside and inside the palace patiently awaiting their turn to pay their last respects to 

their hero. I wish the immediate family, relatives and friends of the late Prime Minister Meles Zenawi 

the endurance and forbearance as they pass through this difficult period. 

 

 I remain confident the Ethiopian people will carry on the vision that has been charted by their great 

leader. Prime Minister Meles Zenawi will be remembered as a visionary leader in Ethiopia and a valiant 

spokesman and statesman for Africa; he will join the pantheon of great African leaders of this century.  
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