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The United States Government released a global report in January, 2014, in which 

the case of Ethiopia is also included. The report, obviously has grabbed the 

attention of many local media and many more across the world. The government of 

Ethiopia appreciates the concern of the Obama administration for the prevalence of 

democracy and peace as well as respect for human rights across the globe.  

The thing is, however, the synopsis of the report concerning Ethiopia unfortunately 

lacked clarity of ideas and should have considered the overall context of the 

political, economic and social conditions of the country in general.  Due to these 

reasons, what has been practically witnessed in the report was superficial based on 

biased compilations of opposition groups that were not tempered by reason.  

In fact, the country has experienced similar allegations in the past few years 

claiming violations of basic human and democratic rights, contrary to the practical 

reality - what the government has been working for years to ensure their existence 

throughout the country. The fallacious arguments presented in the report are 

devoid of the cause and effect of incidences, and lack of thorough understanding of 

the underlining concepts of the country’s constitution which is the supreme law of 

the land. 

At the dawn of the collapse of the Dergue regime, the government of Ethiopia and 

the public at large crafted the current constitution which is basically divided into 

Human and Democratic rights. It also grants equality of the people irrespective of 

religious, ethnic and cultural backgrounds.  

Basic human rights such as freedom of expression, religion and culture were 

introduced for the first time in the history of the country. Many scholars have given 



their seal of approval that the Ethiopian constitution is one of the noblest supreme 

law books by any measure mainly due to its prominence on human and democratic 

rights.  

True, the nuts and bolts of the constitution are vast and the interpretations being 

cosmic might lead to misinterpretation.  Democracy being a process, the country is 

still crawling towards it; commencing its journey quite soon after centuries of 

arrested development and freedom. Upheavals in the process are, therefore, likely 

to occur sometimes even leading to grave consequences.  

From the outset, there were only two alternatives in the menu. The first was to 

endure forthcoming temporary disarrays and keep on moving hoping for better days 

ahead. Or else, stay still for fear of impeding scenarios and hope for nothing in the 

future. Ethiopia chose the former without remorse which would definitely be the 

pick of any developmental states anywhere.  

The tug of war of the report begins with human right violations of the Muslim 

activists who were said to be beaten arbitrarily and significant number of their 

leaders detained. The blue book of the country promotes unlimited freedom to 

exercise religious rituals and activities.  

Religious fundamentalism, on the contrary, by no means can lay its roots in the 

country today or in the future. Even though the constitution assures that the state 

will have no role of any kind in religious affairs, government has piles of evidence, 

witnesses and documents regarding these fundamentalists who waged war and 

eminent jihad in the country; in which case the constitution urges the government 

to interfere.  

That was what the government of Ethiopia was doing - bestowing the responsibility 

of ensuring peaceful coexistence upon the country. Otherwise, arbitrary arrest and 

mistreatment of any of the Muslim communities has not occured and only those 

legally convicted with piles of evidence are still in detention under juridical order. 



Otherwise, the Muslim multitudes of the country are peacefully dwelling with their 

Christian brothers and sisters for centuries harnessed by love and tolerance, to 

which the constitution only contribution was to seal it with a legal document. 

The Obama administration does know that fundamentalism is a global concern, if 

not more to the USA. Ethiopia has firm stance that fundamentalism is a religious 

movement deplorable by any standard. The belief such a religious movement 

propagates death to all that do not accept its teachings shows its emanation from a 

not so sane brain. 

The report also discusses Ethiopia’s violation regarding the fundamental rights 

granted in the constitution - freedom of expression and assembly, as if they were 

abused and violated constantly. The journalistic traditions and the professional 

principles urge journalists to fight corruption, maladministration and stick to the 

ABCs (Accuracy, Balance and Clarity) of the information they convey.  

Contextually, no journalist can trespass the constitution and walk extra miles to 

violate the fundamental rights given to all nations’, nationalities and peoples of the 

country. In other words, violation of the constitution means compromising the 

national integrity, which is practically impossible even among global media like the 

BBC, CNN, among others. They do not compromise over national integrity and 

security.  

Unfortunately, the journalists who are detained have time and again compromised 

over national interest, and are also proved to instigate conflict among peoples and 

ethnic groups. Practically, they were not tried for unveiling corruption and mal 

administration. They were tried for instigating conflict among peoples, neglecting 

equality of people irrespective of ethnic, cultural and religious backgrounds. Worse, 

they were convicted of hampering the development process and the overall effort of 

the country to come out of poverty. 



All the legal proceedings were not also concealed from the public, as has been stated 

in the report. In the first place, specific incidents do not show the overall picture of 

incidents. Besides, situations like these are a dim dozen everywhere in the world, if 

not worse. The only thing that can be said about it is, it is biased, fault finding and 

most of all based on hear say.  

Some specific detained and released cases of journalists working in the country are 

stated in the report. With regards to the injustice in the judiciary system, as has 

been stipulated in the report the constitution has boldly stated that the judiciary is 

an independent organ, free of any political influence.  

True, corruption is the major headache of the country and a predicament stuck on 

the country’s developmental endeavors. The government of Ethiopia has been 

taking rigorous measures to fight corruption starting from within the government 

officials themselves. Corruption has been rampant in the country in various 

government structures, the footage of which goes back to many decades in the past. 

However, it was only during the current government that the fight against it gained 

momentum. A government institution (the Federal Ethics and Anti-Corruption 

Commission) ultimately organized to halt corruption from any government 

structure has been organized and doing its level best in curbing its paramount 

impact in the country’s economy.  

What the report lacked, therefore, is consideration of efforts and improvements in 

the overall attempt of fighting corruption, which focused only on rude and hastily 

generalized figures.  

Gender based violence, Discrimination against disabled people; abduction and rape 

in general have long been considered African manifestations of social disorder. The 

report seems to have this presumption and needed no further investigation. The 

actual condition of the country in the practical ground is not the same no more. 

Such social disorders had been rampant few years back; especially in the rural parts 



of the country, where the majority of the population lives. Today the situation is not 

the same. The country’s rural-centered development policy has practically brought 

about economic dynamism in the rural parts of the country through the Agriculture 

Led Development Industrialization (ADLI) strategy. 

With this economic transformation and growth, the major social disorders 

mentioned above are now declining year after year. This is the weak link of the 

global report, for it failed to see progresses and prospects. It only saw the bottle half 

empty, not half full. 

Concerning child labor, respect to minimum age to employment, what has been 

stated in the report is somehow accurate, yet again lacking a close look at the root 

cause of the problem and failure to see what the government has been doing to curb 

it. Ethiopia is one of the few countries in the world to sign the International Child 

Right Convention and similar global treaties pertinent to the right of children. The 

country has also crafted child right domestic policy. Child right issues are one of the 

top agenda of the country’s domestic affairs. The criminal code also prohibits child 

labor and forced labor. 

In this regard, local international development partners and NGOs are doing their 

level best in terms of awareness creation, sensitization and educating programs 

especially in the rural parts of the country where significant changes have been 

scored through the passage of time. Nonetheless, child labor is still one of the major 

social challenges to which government is mobilizing human and financial resources. 

In this regard, the roles played by international organizations have been 

tremendous.  

Likewise, sexual exploitations of children are still a social challenge as has been 

stipulated in the report.  In Ethiopia, a person below the age of 18 is considered a 

child before the law of the land. The law provides for three to 15 years in prison for 

sexual intercourse with a minor. The law provides for one year in prison and a fine 

of 10,000 birr ($530) for trafficking in indecent material displaying sexual 



intercourse by minors. The law prohibits profiting from the prostitution of minors 

and inducing minors to engage in prostitution, as has been stated in the report. In 

fact, this is a global concern challenging even most of the developed western world. 

In Asia, it is more precarious. Ethiopia does not deny that such exploitations do 

exist in the country.  

The government of Ethiopia has been stating time and again in various national 

fora that implementation is the major challenge of the government.  The major 

focus area in every aspect of life - be it in the economy, political or social arena, 

policy implementation has been a clear challenge for the government.  

In the past two or three years, however, various capacity building activities have 

been given to implementing organs or executives at various levels engaged in the 

social, economic and political affairs.  So the promise of the future will hold better 

outcomes in executing policies and enforcing laws. 

Regarding Gay and lesbian rights, Ethiopia does not consider such issues as human 

right violations. Same sex and marriage are a crime by the criminal code of the 

country. This is Ethiopia, a country where people have their own culture and 

religious backgrounds, all of which preach against homosexuality. 

Same sex has no historical and cultural grounds in the country’s context. In the 

western world, such issues might be considered as human right violations in 

accordance with the socio-cultural settings, perhaps to give maximum freedom for 

human right affairs.  

In Ethiopia these are boldly considered crimes, not only by the law of the land, but 

also by the public at large. In this regard again, the report also failed to see the 

contextual framework of the socio-cultural setting of the country. 

Moves to measure a country’s human rights record by its attitude to Gay rights 

proves to be an attempt to judge another society’s values through one’s own gauges. 



It is amazing that those who claim to be the most civilized of societies have the 

hypocritical stand that their values need to be embraced by the whole of mankind. 

Resistance to what can only be considered by the rest of the world as condescending 

treatments at the hands of the powerful states in the world would lead to 

tremendous political and economic pressures from international organizations and 

state actors as witnessed recently in the case of Uganda.  

The other thing to note is that such relentless attempts to impose western values on 

the rest of the world are reflective of the intrinsic belief on the part of the west that 

their culture is superior to the rest of the cultures in the world. That justifies their 

repeated derive and institutionalized pressure to have their values imposed 

worldwide.  

Culture is not just the sum of the social, economic and political development stages 

achieved by a society as some of their thinkers would argue. There is more to 

culture than housing standards, access to “modern” education, income levels and 

symbolic elections. It is the understanding of this undeniable fact that forces the 

majority of the world to believe that there is no superior culture.        

To sum up, many of the human right issues entertained in the report do not 

represent the actual reality in the ground. Some of them were mere assumptions. 

The majority, however, are biased and influenced by reports of opposition groups. 

Therefore, Ethiopia believes that the report of the US government is not just in 

addition to being highly toned and biased. Ethiopia expects the least of such unjust 

report from a country striving for the prevalence of justice across the world. It 

suffices to recall what Martin Luther king once said - “Injustice anywhere is a 

threat to Justice everywhere.” 

 

 


