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About this time four years ago, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon organized a High 

Level Planetary Meeting of the UN General Assembly to deliberate on the 

Millennium Development Goals - MDGs. The objective was to evaluate the 

progress made with regards to the MDGs which consists 8 goals to be achieved 

by 2015 - that aim to meet the greatest global challenges. 

The MDGs grows out of the aims outlined in the Millennium Declaration, which 

was adopted by 189 nations and signed by 147 heads of states during the 

Millennium Summit in September 2000 - which emerged from series of major 

international development summits of the 90s. 

The historical and inspirational declaration was a global deal by which rich and 

poor governments of the world agreed to unite in an unprecedented common 

effort to eliminate the scourge of poverty and hunger, work towards achieving 

gender equality, fight environmental degradation, and reverse the advancement 

of HIV/AIDS, while improving access to education, health care and clean water, all 

by 2015. To translate these wide - ranging commitments into concrete targets 

and measurable results , the eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) were 

brought together as a common framework for action and shared vision on 

development, representing a global partnership based on the collective 

responsibility of all countries. 
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Nonetheless, by 2010 many were lagging behind. One of the reasons was that the 

wealthy countries did not keep their promises to increase development 

assistance to 0.7 percent of their GNI. 

As a result, the Secretary-General admonished the developed countries pointing 

out that: 

Achievement of the Millennium Development Goals remains feasible with 

adequate commitment, policies, resources and effort. The Millennium 

Declaration represents the most important collective promise ever made 

to the world’s most vulnerable people. This promise is not based on pity or 

charity, but on solidarity, justice and the recognition that we are 

increasingly dependent on one another for our shared prosperity and 

security. 

However, there was no much hope for an increase in aid. In light of the financial 

crisis, housing bust, debt crisis, etc. and the accompanying economic recession 

that hit the western world. 

There was also another problem. As the Great Leader, former Prime Minister 

Meles Zenawi noted in that summit "much of the extensional assistance we get 

has in practice been predicated on us towing the line of the donor community 

rather than charting our own independent course of action".  

Ethiopia had a clear understanding of not only the challenges but also the way 

out.  Through her Prime Minister, Ethiopia made a clear pledge in front of the 

world as follows: 

"We in Ethiopia have made substantial progress on all fronts towards 

achieving the Millennium Development Goals. We have taken full charge of 

our destiny, devised our own strategy and maximized the mobilization of 
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our domestic resources to achieve the MDGs. We made the best use of the 

limited available international assistance to supplement our own efforts. 

We made sure that all our development plans were consistent with 

achieving all the developmental goals. The results so far have been very 

encouraging. Over the past seven years, the Ethiopian economy has 

performed well, having achieved 11.6% annual average growth rate. The 

robust economic growth we have achieved has created the basis for a 

similarly robust growth in social indicators and hence we are on progress in 

achieving the MDGs. 

We have now developed our plans for the next five years, which are based 

on the progress we have made so far and are intended to help us achieve 

all the MDGs by the target date of 2015. We are keenly aware that our 

goals are ambitious and may not be achieved without significant external 

assistance. But we are determined to do what we can on our own while 

seeking support to supplement our own effort. The achievements of the 

past seven years give us the confidence to move forward with a realistic 

chance of achieving all the MDGs in time." 

Since then, the government of Ethiopia has passed through several expected and 

unforeseen happenings, including a change of leadership. However, the judicious 

and precise policy directions set in place made it possible to keep the promises to 

the world. 

We cannot cover - in this short article - all the progress made on each and every 

the MDGS - which consists eight goals with 21 targets and more than 50 key 

measurable health and economic indicators for each target.  
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Nevertheless, it is essential to highlight progress in some of the major targets to 

underline the fact that the Ethiopia's visionary leadership kept the promise made 

to its citizenry, to the development partners and to the world in general. 

Let's take a cursory look at the achievements as attested by the "MDG Report 

2014: Assessing Progress in Africa toward the Millennium Development Goals". 

With regard to the goal to"Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger" - the report 

shows that despite the increase in proportion of people living under poverty line 

in Africa in general, Ethiopia registered significant reduction due growth in 

agriculture. 

"This is an indication that rapid economic growth has failed to improve the 

living conditions for many Africans. This tends to suggest that the structure 

of growth matters. The sector driving the growth process is vital in 

reducing poverty. For instance, the significant reduction in poverty in 

recent times in Ethiopia and Rwanda has been linked to the rapid growth 

in agriculture". 

Further, according to the analyses covering the time until 2013, Ethiopia is only 5 % 

points away from reaching the target 

"Six countries – Tunisia, Egypt, Cameroon, The Gambia, Senegal and 

Guinea – have achieved the target on poverty reduction; Ethiopia, 

Swaziland, Uganda and Mauritania are less than 5 percentage points away 

from reaching the target; and Ghana, South Africa, Mali and Niger are 

around 10 percentage points away. Twelve countries succeeded in 

reducing poverty by between 1.00 percent and 40.00 percent." 

In terms the target of halving the prevalence of underweight children [below age 

5 children] Ethiopia reduced it by about by 25%, the report stated: 
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Fourteen countries [including Ethiopia] were able to reduce the 

prevalence of underweight children by 25.0 to 45.0 percent, and 29 

progressed marginally (between 5.0 and 25 percent). Fig 1.11 

Ethiopia's progress was impressive in terms of Achieving universal primary 

education.  

Ethiopia reached around 90% primary enrolment. Whereas only "twenty-five of 

the 39 African countries have achieved net enrolment ratios of 80 percent or 

above". 

The progress in terms of the target to reduce child mortality is an old story in 

Ethiopia.  

The UN Inter-agency Group for Child Mortality Estimation office had reported 

two years ago: 

"Ethiopia has already reduced the under-five mortality rate by two-thirds 

(67 percent)." 

With regard to the 5thMDG target of improving maternal health, the 2014 MDG 

Report attested: 

"Ethiopia is one of the countries that have recently reported progress in 

reducing maternal mortality using low-cost impact interventions. The use 

of the community health extension programme that provides health care 

services in rural areas makes progress possible (AUC, 2013). The 

programme has succeeded in bringing services closer to the people, 

particularly rural dwellers who historically have had challenges in 

accessing health services and who have contributed more to the MMR 

than urban dwellers. 



Ethiopia kept the Promise to the Poor and to the World Page 6 
 

The presence of skilled health personnel at birth is critical to reduce 

maternal mortality. Of 52 African countries for which data are available, 

eight reported the proportion of births attended by a skilled professional at 

90 percent or above and 16 recorded fewer than 50 percent of births 

attended by skilled health personnel. Ethiopia, Niger and Sudan have the 

least access to skilled health attendants in the continent." 

Another major progress was made in combating malaria. The report re-affirmed 

that: 

"Malaria incidence reduced in eight countries (Botswana, Cape Verde, 

Eritrea, Namibia, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, South Africa and 

Swaziland) by 75 percent or more; in Ethiopia and Zambia, malaria 

incidence reduced by 50 to 75 percent, while it was less than 50 percent in 

Madagascar (WHO, 2013)." 

Similarly, Ethiopia made progress to meet the MDG target to "ensure 

environmental sustainability" 

In terms of the water target, the report stated: 

"By 2012, 69 percent of the African population used an improved drinking 

water source. Sixteen of the 116 countries that met the water target in 

2012 are from Africa,50 while another six are on track (Benin, Cameroon, 

Ethiopia, Guinea Bissau, Liberia and Morocco). There is, however, a wide 

disparity in access to safe drinking water according to area." 

Nonetheless, Ethiopia doubled Sanitation coverage of 1990 level in 2012 

"Eight countries were able to double their 1990 level in 2012 – Angola, 

Benin, Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guinea, Mozambique and Rwanda. 
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However, in all these countries except Angola, the proportion of the 

population using improved sanitation facilities is still very low (below 30 

percent). The astronomical progress of LICs such as Rwanda and Ethiopia 

is commendable. For instance, efforts undertaken in Ethiopia have led to a 

decrease in the practice 51 Countries on track are Angola, Botswana, Libya, 

Morocco, Rwanda and South Africa (WHO and UNICEF, 2014)." 

Moreover, the 2014 MDG Report underlined not only that Ethiopia decreased 

urban-rural Inequalities in access to drinking water and sanitation services but 

also that progress on access to safe drinking water has been faster in rural than 

urban. The report noted:  

National and regional averages mask inequalities, especially within 

countries and between groups. For instance, progress on access to safe 

drinking water has been faster in urban areas than in rural areas in areas in 

Angola, Chad, Niger Djibouti and Guinea Bissau. Rural coverage increases 

faster than urban coverage in Malawi, Swaziland, Ghana, Namibia, 

Ethiopia, Uganda and Burkina Faso. These countries are good examples of 

reducing inequality in urban-rural gaps in access to drinking water and 

sanitation services. 

Urban Rural Total 

1990 2012 1990 2012 1990 2012 

80.7% 96.8% 3.5% 42.1% 13.2% 51.5% 

Table - Population with access to safe drinking water in Ethiopia 

Indeed, the report highlights Ethiopia's experience as a showcase in terms of 

"progress in access to sanitation". The report explains: 
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Ethiopia recorded equitable progress on sanitation across all its states and 

achieved a huge reduction in open defecation over the past decade. Since 

2000, Ethiopia has been successful in reducing practices of open 

defecation by more than half. The national prevalence of open defecation 

declined from 82 percent in 2000 to 34 percent in 2012. The Government 

invested heavily in awareness raising and advocacy by encouraging 

communities to stop open defecation and by constructing sanitation 

facilities. Consequently, the country recorded a remarkably steep decline 

in open defecation and steady progress in sanitation coverage across all 11 

states of Ethiopia, despite wide variations in wealth, ethnicity and other 

socio-economic characteristics. 

With regard to the last and eighth target, Ethiopia’s performance is no less 

impressive. As the comparative regional data analysis of the 2014 MDG report 

shows  

Many African nations experienced impressive growth in Internet use between 

2011 and 2012. 

The best performers, however, were Botswana, Democratic Republic of the 

Congo, Libya and Sierra Leone, whose Internet use per 100 people grew by more 

than 40 percent. Central African Republic, Ethiopia and Malawi also performed 

well, averaging above 30 percent growth in Internet use. 

The "secret" behind the progress was nothing but well-targeted, sector-specific 

policies that are aimed at benefiting the broader section of the populaces. 

Macro-economic stability, the pattern of economic growth and well targeted, 

sector specific policies play an important role in accelerating poverty reduction.  
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Macro-economic policies are accelerating economic growth and rapid poverty 

reduction in Ethiopia as fiscal policy is strategically focused on mobilizing revenue, 

scaling-up public investment and distributing benefits growth to the people.  

As mentioned above, these achievements are not accidental rather the logical 

outcomes of prudent policy directions and farsighted leadership.  

It is a forgone conclusion that in the post-2015 era Ethiopia will continue to keep 

her promises to the poor and the world! 


