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groups as Boko Haram and Al-Shabaab. Ms. ThomasGreenfield noted that the designation of Boko Haram and
Al-Shabaab as terrorist groups was helping in stopping
terrorist financial activity and underlined the need for
concerted actions.
The two sides noted the meeting between President
Obama and Prime Minister Hailemariam was important in
revisiting and expanding cooperation between Ethiopia
and the US. They agreed that the two sides needed to take
practical steps to translate the high level of commitment
shown by their leaders into effective action.

He discussed new mechanisms to help position
Ethiopia in the U.S market and U.S investment in
Ethiopia which would help utilize the opportunities
offered by the African Growth and Opportunity Act
(AGOA).
Dr. Tedros said the growing ties between the U.S
and Africa in the economic and business arena were
welcome and would create sustainable years of
partnership. He noted the success of the recent USAfrica Summit and the successful business fora
Ethiopia had conducted in Huston and Los Angeles.
The two sides also discussed Ethiopia’s current

On South Sudan, they reaffirmed the need to extend full

interest in a national image-building campaign for

support to the IGAD-led mediation process and noted the

branding activities and possible opportunities to

importance of preventing any backtracking of the process

showcase Ethiopia.

to end the conflict.
Brilliant said the experiences of the U.S. Chamber of
They welcomed the release of the names of the new

Commerce could support this and provide partners

cabinet in Somalia and agreed on the importance of

to build up the image of Ethiopia around the world.

encouraging stabilization measures in the areas freed

The discussion also covered the need to widen

from

various trade and investment activities.

Al-Shabaab.

Dr.

Tedros

highlighted

the

reconstruction efforts taking place in Somalia and the
emerging
importance

businesses
of

in

Mogadishu.

encouraging

He

encourage

noted

the

trade

and

investment to change the narrative of a failing Somalia,
and said Ethiopia was currently working with Government
of Somalia to host a Somalia business forum in Addis
Ababa.
Ms. Thomas-Greenfield welcomed the effort. The two
sides also exchanged views about Ethiopia’s upcoming
national election in May. (Source: MFA)

Dr. Tedros noted that U.S investments could provide
jobs in Ethiopia while Ethiopian Airlines had also
created jobs for the Americans with its orders of
Boeing aircraft. He said AGOA was helping to attract
international

interest

in

investing

in

Ethiopia.

(Source: Walta)

Third

"Financing

for

Development"

Conference to be held in Addis Ababa
Dr. Tedros held talks with US delegation led by John
Podesta at his offices on January 15, 2015. The

Dr. Tedros meets U.S. Chamber of Commerce discussion covered a range of issues related to
Executive Vice President
‘Financing for Development’ conference which will
Foreign Affairs Minister Dr. Tedros Adhanom met with

be held in Addis Ababa in July.

Myron A. Brilliant, Executive Vice-President and Head of

Dr. Tedros thanked the delegates for the visit and

International Affairs of the U.S Chamber of Commerce on

mentioned his appreciation for the opportunity

January 22, 2015.

given to Ethiopia to host the third international

Brilliant gave an account of the preparations to open the
U.S Chamber of Commerce in Ethiopia and strengthen
partnerships to build the capacity of Ethiopia’s Chamber of
Commerce.

‘Financing for Development’ conference. He said
Ethiopia draws on its commendable experience in
hosting

similar

conference

for

the

successful

conclusion of the conference.
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Ambassador Girma Birru's Interview with
Haddock Media International

Dr Tedros underlined the significance of hosting such

Ambassador

conference not only to Ethiopia but also to African and

Ambassador Extra-Ordinary and

mentioned that the committee has already been

Ethiopia to the US, has conducted an interview on

established and preparations are well underway. He

January 28, 2015 in his office with Haddock Media

expressed the conference will bring insights in building

International,

capacity and mobilizing internal and international

company.

resources for development and encourage inflow of
foreign direct investment.

The

Girma

a

interview

Ambassador’s

UK

was

Biru,

based

Special

and

and

Plenipotentiary of

multimedia

focused

opinions

Envoy,

on

production

obtaining

comments

H.E.

about

the

John Podesta, Counselor to the President, stated his

economic climate in Ethiopia today and the bilateral

delegation

relations with the US and future prospects.

came

to

Ethiopia

to

show

the

US

Government’s support to Ethiopia in organizing the
conference. He also highlighted the importance of
holding

robust

discussion

about

Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs). John Podesta and his
delegation discussed the priority agendas of the

The Haddock Media International's interview with the
Ambassador aims to report and bring the US audience
towards Ethiopia’s progress.
Ethiopia's plan to reach sustainable economic growth,

conference and underlined the need to ensure greater particularly in view of the vision to reach the middle
income status by 2025 and to showcase the variety of

participation of the youth and private sector.
The 3rd Financing for Development Conference will be
deliberating

on

international

trade,

environment

financing and its relations with development financing,

opportunities for foreign investors that Ethiopia’s has
to offer was also highlighted during the course of the
interview.

enhancing private sector involvement and increasing in- Haddock Media International’s interview report will be
flow of foreign direct investment, debt management,

distributed with the New York Times in print format

regional

and simultaneously

integration.

In

addition,

perspectives

of

broadcasted

as

a 30

minute

African and other developing countries on Sustainable

documentary in the American television channel Fox

Development Goals, strategic arrangement are also part

Business Network.

of

the

discussion.

The

third

‘Financing

for

Development’ is expected to bring up to 5,000
participants to Ethiopia. (Source: MFA)
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Speaker held a Successful Meeting in
Minnesota
A high level delegation from the Oromia Region, led
by the Speaker of the House of Representatives,
Honorable Abadula Gemeda has conducted a fruitful
meeting with the Diaspora community from the region
and other parts of Ethiopia in Minnesota on January 30
st

and 31 .

Minnesota Hidase Council welcoming the delegation
The delegation briefed the participants on the success
of the on-going Growth and Transformation Plan and
the envisaged Diaspora Festival to be held in Oromia
region.
The delegation during its busy two-day schedule in
Minneapolis discussed in depth with members of the
Oromo Development Association /ODA/ and other
Oromo community members about the fast socioeconomic and political gains being registered in Oromia

Discussion with Ethiopian Diaspora Community

region.
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The delegation also held extensive discussion with
representatives of Oromo intellectuals and Oromo

Ambassador Girma Birru underlines the
importance of AGOA

Elders on current developmental issues in Oromia.
Representatives
/ADA/,

Tigray

of Amhara Development Association
Development

Association

/TDA/,

Gambela Development Association /GDA/ and Somali
Development Association / SDA / were also briefed by
the delegation.

Ethiopia’s

Ambassador

to

the

United

States,

Ambassador Girma Birru, has welcomed the decision of
the US Department of Commerce to organize a
"Business Development Conference and Trade Mission"
to 8 African countries in September 2015.
Ambassador Girma also referred to the importance of
the African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) which
he said has served as the cornerstone of U.S.-Africa
commercial relations. AGOA is due to expire at the end
of September, 2015 and it is important that it is
reauthorized by Congress. African governments and
the private sector are concerned about the delay in
reauthorization

of

AGOA

which

could

result

in

unnecessary disruptions in commercial transactions.
Discussion with representatives of organizations

He

called

for

action

to

ensure

uninterrupted

The delegation on the occasion made a clarion call for continuation of AGOA and said "I would like to take
all members from the region and the rest of the country this opportunity to express our continued commitment
to contribute their share in the effort being exerted to to collaborate with the U.S. Government and the private
transform the region in particular, and Ethiopia at sector to make the September Trade Mission to Africa a
large.
Hundreds of Ethiopians also attended a similar forum

success, thereby contributing to the strengthening of
our economic ties."

wherein the head of the delegation Hon. Abadula He said the Trade Mission would offer a unique
Gemeda held a lively question and answer session opportunity to explore, first-hand, the vast business
where the participants raised various queries and were and investment opportunities that exist in Africa in the
various areas. Ambassador Girma noted the recent
given satisfactory answers.
economic performance of the East African region has
been remarkable by international standards. The region
is one of the fastest growing regions in the continent,
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with average GDP growth of 5% in 2013-2014,
compared

to

the

sluggish

global

Ethiopians Sweep Again at Chevron Houston
economic Marathon

performance of 2.4% during the same period and cited
Ethiopia as the third growing success economy in the
world.
Ambassador Girma was speaking at "Doing Business in
East Africa," an occasion organized by the Embassies
of Ethiopia, Kenya and Tanzania in collaboration with
the US Commerce Department, as an opportunity to
exchange information and network with US trade
officials and members of the African diplomatic
community.

Participants of the event (Partial)
The occasion was attended by the Ambassadors of
Kenya and Tanzania to the US, the Deputy Assistant
Secretary of Commerce for US Operations and the
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Europe,
the Middle East and Africa as well as the Chairman of
the Virginia-Washington DC, District Export Council,
and representatives of the Corporate Council on Africa

Birhanu and Yebrgual at the finish line

and businesses.
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HOUSTON - Near-perfect conditions yielded speedy
performances at the 43rd Chevron Houston Marathon

Connect with us:

as Yebrgual Arage ran the second fastest time ever by
a woman at Houston and Birhanu Gedefa outkicked
Gebo Burka to take the men’s race. It was the seventh
straight sweep of the titles by Ethiopia.
Yebrgual Arage made a late race surge and passed
early leader Biruktait Degefa before fighting off the
challenge of Guteni Imana on the way to a 2:23:23 that
was a personal best by almost three minutes. Guteni
Imana finished at 2:23:32, the third-fastest time ever at
Houston and a seven minute improvement on her
previous best, and Biruktait Degefa also dipped under
2:24 with a 2:23:51 that moved her to fifth on the alltime race performance list.
Birhanu Gedefa was content to run with the pack for
the early part of the race, cruising through the halfway
point at 1:03:20. He stayed with the leaders through
30K at 1:31:06 and was six seconds behind Debebe
Tolossa with just over four miles to go. Gebo Burka
made a strong push and pulled away from the pack,
opening up a 14-second lead by 40K, but Birhanu
Gedefa fought back and passed Gebo Burka in the final
400 meters to win at 2:08:03, a lifetime best and the
eighth-fastest time ever at Houston. Gebo Burka’s
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2:08:12 made him the ninth-fastest in race history,
while Debebe Tolossa was third at 2:09:07. Kenya’s
Dominic Ondoro was also under 2:10, taking fourth at
2:09:40.

(Source: Houston Marathon Press Center)
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