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In a statement relased by the Centeral Committee and
read during the event, the Amhara National Democratic
Movement

(ANDM)

said

that

remarkable

political,

economic, social and democratic results have been
registered particularly in the

past thirteen years in the

Amhara region that has made the people the primary
beneficiaries. The region has contributed a significantly

Green Fuel Solution Announce Plan To Operate In Ethiopia

in the

country’s effort

to

food

self-reliance,

the

......................................................................................... .... ...............5

statement affirmed, adding that over 81 million quintals

Human Ancestor Lucy Celebrates 40th Anniversary............ 5

of the total agricultural production of Ethiopia is
attributed to the Amhara region.

34th Anniversary of ANDM Colorfully Marked in

According to the statement, similar efforts have also

Washington D.C. & LA

been exerted in urban areas that resulted in reducing

Ethiopian Diaspora members who live in the D.C.

that

Metropolitan area colorfully marked the 34th Anniversary

development is another crucial achievement in the last

of the founding of ANDM (Amhara National Democratic

13 consecutive years where more than 4.5 million

Movement), one of the organizations that makeup the

children have already been offered access to education

ruling party - Ethiopian Peoples' Revolutionary Democratic

and a meaningful reduction in maternal and child

Front (EPRDF).

mortality rate has been achieved in the region.

unemployment, expanding small and micro enterprises
created

various

job

opportunities.

Social
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The event was also highlighted by a Panel discussion
pertaining to the movement's long spanning history, the
challenges overcome and the politico-economic and social
gains achieved by the people of the region by the correct
leadership given by the movement.

Present during the occasion were Ethiopian Special Envoy
Girma

Birru,

Ambassador

Extra-Ordinary

and

Plenipotentiary to the US and other invited guests.
Representatives of sister organizations expressed their
solidarity with the ANDM by pledging their commitment in

African Ambassadors discuss reauthorization
of AGOA

support of the struggle to realize the ideals of the
Ethiopian renaissance. Candle lighting and cake cutting
ceremony were other additions that gave color to event.

A meeting of the Economic Development Committee of
the

African

Ambassadors

Group,

co-chaired

by

Ambassador Girma Birru of Ethiopia and Ambassador
Tebelelo Mazile Seretse of Botswana, was held on
November 17, 2014 at the Embassy of Ethiopia in
Washington D.C.
The Ambassadors expressed concern that the process for
the reauthorization of AGOA, which is set to expire by
September 2015, has been slow. It was felt that if AGOA
is not renewed on time; African exports to the US market
The event was also marked in Los Angeles, California with

will be severely affected. It was understood that although

the active participation of Ethiopian Diaspora members in

both the US Administration and congress have given

LA and its vicinity. Ambassador Zerihun Retta , who was

reassurances to the seamless renewal of AGOA, which

the guest of honor during the occasion, made a speech

was reiterated during the 13th AGOA Forum in August

pertaining to the celebration, wherein he presented the

2014, it is still not clear that the AGAO

pivotal

reauthorization would be seamless in light of the fact

role

that

the

ANDM

has

played

in

the

transformation of Ethiopia in general and the Amhara

AGAO

that there are a few months left before its expiration.

region in particular.

2

The Ambassadors reiterated that timely reauthorization will

The CEO outlined during the briefing that Ethiopia

send an important signal to purchasers of AGOA products

stands by far in a better position than any other time

and investors who are already making decisions about next

in the past as far as the overall power generation and

year and that the commitment of the US side to renew AGOA

consumption is concerned.

has to be supported by concrete actions.

that the shift of the consumers and investors with more

But she promptly added

demand for electricity has to be reckoned with steadily
and sustainably.
As

regards to the power outages observed in some

places of the capital city and in relation to some
investment sites, the CEO admitted the unfortunate
recurrence but quickly suggested that
appreciates

the public

the momentum of the growth trajectory

the country is undergoing and expressed her optimism
that the challenge could be mitigated through time by
pinpointing to the timely technical and administrative
measures being taken to alleviate the problem at
During the meeting exchange of views was made with

present.

congressional staffers and AGOA experts and consultants on

Talking about the 1875 MW Gilgel Gibe Project 3 which

what should be done to speed up the extension of AGOA. It

she still leads as a General Manager,

was agreed that a concerted effort should be made to reach

who calls the project her baby, revealed that it will be

out to members of congress for the timely renewal of AGOA.

operational

Engineer Azeb,

by the end of the current Ethiopian

Calendar year. In a similar note the CEO said that the
Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam /GERD / has reached

Engineer Azeb
Asnake says the Grand
Renaissance Dam progressing well on track!!

40% of the construction drive and noted that it is
progressing quite on track.
In reference to the Ethiopian Diaspora worldwide,
Engineer Azeb called upon them to be counted by
engaging themselves in unison with other investors as
a group or individually in the multi-faceted investment
projects vividly observable in the power sector to
benefit

themselves primarily and ultimately their

brothers and sisters and spur the development efforts
of their home country.

In a briefing organized for Ethiopian Embassy staffs at the
chancery of the Embassy of in Washington DC on November
8, 2014, Engineer Azeb Asnake, CEO of Ethiopian Electric
Power

said

that

the

vital

focus

that

the

Ethiopian

government attaches to the power sector is paramount and
it is playing tremendous role in attracting investment from
around the globe including the US.
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NASA Administrator's Visit to Ethiopia
NASA Administrator Charles Bolden, visited Ethiopia to
discuss with the African Union about resources available to
help mitigate the impacts of global climate change in Africa.
Bolden delivered high-resolution topographical data for the
African

continent

to

the

technical

committee of

the

Governing Council of the Regional Center for Mapping of
Resources for Development (RCMRD), which hosts the
SERVIR Eastern and Southern Africa Hub. SERVIR is a joint
venture between NASA and the U.S. Agency for International
Development that provides satellite-based Earth observation
data and science applications to help developing nations.
The data, collected by the Shuttle Radar Topography
Mission, was recently released as part of President Barack
Obama’s climate action plan, announced during the United
Nations Climate Summit in September.

mutual areas of cooperation,” Bolden said. “I look forward to
our ongoing collaboration and to making a difference on real
world problems with our satellites in space and crucial
ground observations. Working together, we can improve life
for all of our people.”
met

with

affirmed the Government’s full support for their efforts
to train Ethiopian students and cooperate in the fields
of science and technology.
Bolden also spoke to more than 1,000 students at Tikur

“It is vital that NASA and African nations continue to explore

Bolden

Dr. Tedros welcomed the interest shown by NASA and

Anbessa High School in Addis Ababa. The students
asked numerous questions about NASA, the U.S. Space
program and opportunities for Ethiopian students to
participate in the agency’s international programs.
Interest was particularly intense because a well-known
graduate of the school is now an engineer working at
NASA. He encouraged students to study hard, work

Tumusiime

Rhoda

Peace,

the

AU

hard and to not be afraid of failure. He concluded his

Commissioner for Rural Economy and Agriculture, and

presentation by quoting the advice of South African

Martial De-Paul Ikounga, the AU Commissioner for Human

AIDS activist Nkosi Johnson who said: “Do all you can

Resources, Science and Technology, to discuss the potential

with what you have in the time that you have in the

for cooperation between NASA and the AU on education,

place that you are.”

disaster mitigation and applications for NASA’s Earth
science research.
Administrator Bolden met with Demitu

Hambisa,

the

Ethiopian Minister of Science and Technology to discuss
applications for NASA's Earth science research.
Bolden also met Dr. Tedros Adhanom, Foreign Minister of
Ethiopia. He expressed NASA’S interest in collaborating with
Ethiopia. He said that NASA was currently working in
cooperation with 28 African countries and would like extend
this to Ethiopia. Pointing out that NASA’s topographic

Bolden also spoke to students at the International

mapping has benefits of forecasting drought, malaria

Community School about the work of the NASA and the

outbreak, flooding and costal storm and could be used to

science of space exploration.

develop early warning systems, he said his visit was
intended to explore possible ways of cooperation.
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During his visit, Major General Bolden met with the Ethiopian

refinery equipments and supplying them to other

Space Science Society at the Entoto Observatory and Research

African countries, he added.

Center, and made Public talk on Title ' Africa’s In General &
Ethiopia’s Development Initiative In the Space Science In
Particular' at Addis Ababa Institute of Technology (AAIT). In

The

company

will

implement

the

project

in

partnership with G.A. Engineering Association.

his talk, he briefed development of space science in Africa

The project would help Ethiopia’s efforts to produce

and further collaboration among space science institutes,

clean energy and job creation, President of G.A.

scientists in Ethiopia and NASA.

Engineering Association Girma Allero said.

Bolden, traveled to orbit four times aboard the space shuttle

Girma said the project will be implemented in

between 1986 and 1994, commanding two of the missions

collaboration

and piloting two others.

Engineering Corporation.

Source: NASA, MFA, US Embassy

For his part, President Mulatu said the project

with

the

state

owned

Metal

and

matches the country’s policy which promotes clean

Green Fuel Solution Announce Plan To Operate In

and renewable energy development.

Ethiopia

He affirmed that the government will extend any
support the company needs for the operationalization
of the project, according to a high level official who
attended the meeting.
Source: ENA

Human

Ancestor

Lucy

Celebrates

40th

Anniversary

Green Fuel Solution, a US-based company, announced plan to
generate clean and renewable energy from solid waste in
Ethiopia.
While discussing with Ethiopia’s President Mulatu Teshome,
Company Development

Director Marlon

Pujol

said

the

company is waiting permission from the government to
launch its activity.
If completed soon, the project would be the nation’s second

Forty years ago, on a Sunday morning in late

project to generate energy from solid waste, following the

November 1974, a team of scientists were digging in

landfill being constructed in the capital, Addis Ababa.The

an isolated spot in the Afar region of Ethiopia.

nation has been constructing a landfill at Repi where the
municipality’s waste has been disposed to generate 50mw
power from solid waste, which would make it number one in
the continent in terms of generating capacity.

Surveying

the

area,

paleoanthropologist

Donald

Johanson spotted a small part of an elbow bone. He
immediately recognised it as coming from a human
ancestor. And there was plenty more. "As I looked up

The Director has also explained the company’s desire to

the slopes to my left I saw bits of the skull, a chunk of

produce material used for construction of asphalt roads from

jaw, a couple of vertebrae," says Johanson.

the bi-products. The company is also interested in producing

refinery equipments and supplying them to other African
countries, he added.
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The Hadar area was designated a UNESCO World
Heritage site in 1980. The Afar region is one of the
adventure tour sites of the country where in the
northern part of the Rift valley forms a great triangular
basin, between the Danakil Depressiont and the Afar
plain, where volcanic peaks can reach up to 8,200 feet,
and with a depression of 410 feet below sea level.
Erta'ale- one of the main of the Danakil is famed for its
persistence lava lake since it was first discovered in
the 1960s. The Dallol which is one of the world's most
spectacular colorful landscapes, is the hottest spot on
the planet.
The discovery of Lucy and its subsequent promotion
a

represents the opening of a new door of hope. This

momentous find, because the sediments at the site were

phenomenon attracted many scholars to shift their

known to be 3.2 million years old. "I realised this was part of a

research

skeleton that was older than three million years," says

internationally known to scholars as an epicenter of

Johanson. It was the most ancient early human – or hominin –

some of the most oldest home fossil sites on the globe.

ever found. Later it became apparent that it was also the most

This resulted to many other anthropological findings

complete: fully 40% of the skeleton had been preserved.

including Ardi- the most complete skeleton of an early

It

was

immediately

obvious

that

the

skeleton

was

At the group's campsite that night, Johanson played a Beatles
cassette that he had brought with him, and the song "Lucy in
the Sky with Diamonds" came on. By this time Johanson
thought the skeleton was female, because it was small. So

to

Ethiopia

and

make

the

country

hominid with 4.4 million years old, the oldest stone
tools, and more than ten other notable findings in
many sites of Ethiopia. This has

revolutionized our

understanding of human Evolution,

someone said to him: "why don't you call it Lucy?" The name

Lucy provides strong evidence that predated bi -

stuck immediately. "All of a sudden," says Johanson, "she

pedalism as back as nearly 3.5 million years ago, as

became a person."

well as, its ability to walk upright posture which freed

It would be another four years before Lucy was officially
described.

She

belonged

to

a

new

species

called

Australopithecus afarensis, and it was clear that she was one
of the most important fossils ever discovered.
Lucy marks the 40th Anniversary of its discovery this month.
Lucy was discovered in Hadar, site of the lower Awash river
valley in the Afar region of Ethiopia.

up Lucy's descendants' hands, for tool making and
weapon use, these tasks in turn create the need for
complex brain making.
Lucy after paying a six-year tourism promotional tour
to the US in May 2009, is now back home carefully
cached as usual in a climate-controlled environment at
the National Museum of Ethiopia in Addis Ababa.
Lucy's discovery marked a turning point in our
understanding
scientists

of

are

human
still

evolution.
learning

Even

today

from

her.

Paleoanthropologists can visit her to run further
analyses using new technologies.
These days Johanson serves as the founding director
of the Institute of Human Origins at Arizona State
University. (Source: BBC, NBC)
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