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EPRDF-SF Denounces HRW’s Report on Ethiopia  

 

It  was with utter disbelief that we, the members of the Ethiopian Peoples’ Revolutionary 

Democratic Front Supporters’ Forum, read a report released by the New York based Human 

Rights Watch entitled: “Development without Freedom: How Aid Underwrites Repression in 

Ethiopia”. We are in disbelief because we didn’t expect a human rights advocate organization 

to come out with such an unfounded report compiled from cooked data. 

 

Unfortunately, it has now become all too common to see the so called human rights 

organizations engage in the business of undermining any and all efforts of the Ethiopian 

government aimed at fighting endemic poverty. Particularly it is now a norm for HRW to 

discredit -under the disguise of democracy- the Ethiopian government of the positive socio-

economic changes it has brought thus far.  

 

As a matter of fact, respected mass media organizations have made a business undermining the 

Ethiopian government as well.  The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) also has played its 

part of undermining the Ethiopian government by broadcasting its erroneous report on the 

distribution of aid during the 17 year struggle.  While we are encouraged by the recent BBC 

limited apology, we are disheartened by its failure to extend the same apology to the Ethiopian 

people and their government. 

 

Camouflaged in a fancy name --Human Rights Watch--the organization intends to do more 

harm than good in Ethiopia by disseminating false information on the country’s internal affairs 
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aimed at creating suspicion among the international donor community that is improving 

people’s lives  

 

 

through international aid. Contrary to HRW’s intention, however, the Development Assistance 

Group (DAG), a consortium of 25 aid donors, has denounced the allegations made in the report. 

 

At a time when the Ethiopian government is launching its Five Year Growth and Transformation 

Plan designed to make Ethiopia a middle income country where no person dies of hunger, the 

timing of the release of the Human Rights Watch cannot pass without scrutiny. Considering the 

organization’s past history in dealing anything Ethiopian, its recent report cannot be a mere 

coincidence.  

 

We believe that the intention of the report was to scare away the donor community from 

lending a hand to the success of the Five Year Plan. Therefore, we call upon the individuals at 

the Human Rights Watch to refrain from making such false report in the name of democracy. 

Even though we believe in the tenets of democracy under which the Human Rights Watch was 

conceived, it is our understanding that the New York based Human Rights Watch is acting more 

like a viceroy. 


