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“Ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for 

your country”  

 

Biruktawit Taye   June 26, 2013 

It was early morning I was walking on the Ledeta Federal High Court route on my way to work 

when I saw construction workers laboring on the rail road construction even though it was 8.00 

AM early in the morning. Students were marching to school while workers were rushing to their 

respective duties not giving in to the difficulties of the constricted pavement, a causality of the 

construction.  

It is plausible to say that this is just a single price to pay in this new era of the enormous 

development construction underway, heralding the renaissance of the country. The busy 

commotion and the recently inaugurated stunning Ledeta condominiums view made me feel safe 

and secure from advancement aspect; believing and having a sense of pride of being an 

Ethiopian.  

I felt prosperity like it was within my reach because the government, my country men and 

women are doing their best to make it a reality – the Ethiopian Renaissance. Every Ethiopian is 

responsible for the growth and development of the country in his/her sphere of assignment and 

accountable ultimately to the country and the future generation. 

Especially the residents' manner of using the constricted pavement showed me tolerance and an 

inspired participation. When you are walking on the pavement one cannot avoid visualizing the 

rail road. I believe this vision; this purpose was the cause for their tolerance, motive and 

inspiration behind the busy commotion-citizens encounter the good fight.  

Furthermore, the various development activities that has been accomplished so far by the 

government inspires confidence; in the ability and actualization of the vision – the Growth and 

Transformation Plan. 
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Over the recent years, the Ethiopian government has implemented a number of successful 

development strategies focusing on tackling poverty and to transform the economy into a middle 

income nation. The country’s five-year Growth and Transformation Plan (GTP) clearly manifests 

the government’s determination and commitment to eradicate poverty from the country by 

incorporating a number of huge projects in its GTP, notably by galvanizing the country’s human 

resources both locally and abroad.  

Almost all of us – Ethiopians proudly declare that our nation is on the verge of closing the long 

held old chapter of poverty.   

The participation one sees from the people and from the Diaspora was the result of the 

commitment and preparations undertaken by the government to lift up the economy of the 

country. The government has inspired the private sector by making the country politically, 

economically and socially stable and reliable. The government has done its home work for the 

achievement of the Ethiopian renaissance vision. 

Ethiopians living in this country are participating in their sphere of capacity; the students, the 

merchant, especially now that the tax system have become strong and efficient, the youth and 

mothers who have been hidden from participation and economical empowerment are 

participating through Micro and Small Enterprises. 

The Ethiopian government has made a national call to all Ethiopians to participate in the 

renaissance of Ethiopia. Most of all it has waged war on our greatest enemy, poverty. The 

citizens resident in the country participation was obvious and this raised a question in me; how 

about the expatriate, Ethiopians living abroad? To what extent they have been making a 

contribution to the renaissance of the nation? The responsibility for the country’s growth must be 

shared by all Ethiopians. In the end it’s inevitable that they will come to their home country and 

benefit from the fruits of the labors; the Diaspora must participate to enjoy the fruits of the 

development with a sense of ownership. 

It is obvious that the Diaspora could play much more role in the development of the country 

economy. The size of the Ethiopian Diaspora is estimated to be 2 million with large population 

in the Middle East, North America and Europe. 
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The Diaspora has the opportunity to participate in different investments; boosting the economy 

activities in the mean time prospering individually. It is a win-win situation economically, 

socially and for their identity and image building .The Ethiopian Diaspora should no longer 

tolerate the long held image of the country that had been associated with poverty and famine.  

The political economic system, that ensures the political and democratic rights as well as the 

equal benefits and participation of all citizens in the over all matters of the nation  have resulted 

in creating a strong confidence among nations and nationalities of the country.  

The government has laid the ground for the involvement of the people to participate in of growth 

of the country before making the national call. 

The political stability has resulted in creating confidence and enabling the people to participate in 

the economy of the country. The foundation for the economic growth was the implementation of 

the peace, security and democracy resolution; a policy which put an end to the political 

instability and troubles before 1991. 

The Ethiopian government handled its responsibility given by the peoples of the nations and 

nationalities of Ethiopia, by passing a resolution declaring and making a commitment to achieve 

peace, democracy and development thus answering the primary need of the country. By setting 

major goals and successfully laying dawn the foundations for peace, democracy and 

development also by emphasizing the interrelationship among them; which are the fundamental 

factors for the survival, for the revival, for the creation of a conductive environment and 

development of economy. 

This program realistically based and which was executed with diligence has ensured peace, 

security, political stability and double digit economic growth scored in the past two decades. The 

program designed for economic revival and poverty alleviation has now evolved into strategizing 

from agriculture based economy to industrialization through structural adjustment program. 

The development achieved for the past decades was due to the fact that the strategies stated to 

implement the goals were first based on a plan made with a clear understanding and a resolution 

made by the EPRDF party with a covenant of the nations and nationalities’. Second it clearly 
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states the role of the government with a room for flexibility when needed. Most of all it was 

made with a communal relation with the private sector. 

The government has fulfilled the creation of a peaceful, democratic and development oriented 

country, which are a pre condition for the wellbeing of the country and for economic 

development of the people. The policies mentioned above were necessary to all and all 

Ethiopians are benefiting and living it. Hence the Peace, Democracy and Development policy 

awaits the Diaspora in its best, evolved and matured state. The political stability has resulted in 

creating confidence and enabling the people to participate in the economy of the country. 

The various development plans carried out in the last two decades have brought a significant 

transformation in the lives of Ethiopians and history of the nation.  The economic reform 

program has made Ethiopia one of the fastest growing 10 countries in the globe. The 

involvement of international and domestic investors in the country is also been increasing 

rapidly.   

Improvements in Social developments like education, health and agricultural productivity is 

enormous. As a result of all these efforts the country is able to become one of the few countries 

of the world that are believed to have met the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) set by 

the United Nations some ten years ago.  

Also based on the United Nation’s Human development Index Ethiopia has also been registering 

a drastic progress in terms of life expectancy, education expansion and standard of living of its 

citizens.   

However, still much more efforts are needed to bring substantial improvements in the entire 

fabrics of the nation’s economic and social developments so as to considerably change the lives 

of all citizens. And in this regard the government is engaged in a massive development 

endeavors.   

The Growth and Transitional plan (GTP) have counted two and half years of its time. The 

government has made a commitment to realize the goals stated in the GTP and this needs 

accelerated development and demands more participation from all. There are considerable efforts 
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done so far to achieve this huge plan. This plan is believed to lead the country as a stepping stone 

to the industrialization era; allowing Ethiopia to join the “middle – income” country group. 

The government believes, realizes and recognizes that a joint effort is needed in the people’s 

participation. It recognizes the role of the private sector as the main driving force for the 

development of the country. It also believes that the people’s participation should be based on 

self- initiation and conviction. The participation and collaboration of the people in the 

development depends upon when the peoples believe it to be beneficial to them. The 

participation and collaboration that one can see everywhere in these country is an evidence as to 

the benefit the people is getting and the reason to their participation. The Micro and Small 

Enterprises’ development is one of the beneficiary relationships that have been beneficial to the 

people. 

A key policy that has been a factor for the development achieved so far and for the participation 

of the private sector was the fact that the type of the economy was changed from demand 

economy to market/mixed economy. A free market economy is a base for the development of the 

private sector. This type of economy has allowed private ownership unlike the Derge system 

which forbids any citizen not to own more than 500,000 Birr and which nationalized almost 

everything which have monetary value. So the economic system followed by the government has 

enabled the private sector including the Diaspora the right and security to own property, his/her 

investment without limitation to the amount and to invest and labored on his/her business 

without fear that it will be nationalized or taken. 

The hardest home work for the government to attract the private sector in the economic 

development was building infrastructure. Before 1991 the country’s infrastructure was very poor. 

One of the roles played by the government is providing and realization of the necessity nature of 

public and economic infrastructures likes roads, telecommunication, water, health centers and the 

like which are the basis for the creation of a conductive environment.  

It needs to be available, safe, inviting and enabling to engage in economic activity. For instance, 

it was a well-known fact that the Dalol area, in Afar region has huge deposit of potash mineral 

but no investor was daring enough to start the mining because there was no road suitable for a 
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mining project .The government recognizing this barrier paved a road now “Alana Potash “a 

French owned, company has taken over 160 sq. km of the Danakhil Depression to start mining. 

The infrastructures built and is still being built by the government has allowed the private sector 

and the Diaspora to participate in activities of economic nature. The roads built so far and most 

of all the focus given to build electric power generation in answer to the increased demand for 

energy is one of the big infrastructure and major input for any investment. Specifically 

concerning the Diaspora one of the steps taken by the government was the recognition and 

invitation it sent to the Diaspora.  

The recognition and believe in the diasporas participation could be evidenced by the loud and 

clear national call that was sent to the Diaspora. Every Ethiopian citizen/resident knows of the 

intention, intensity, extent and importance given by the government to the Diaspora. One has to 

only go back in time and revive its memory to the time of the millennium celebration. 

The government has established different institutions that facilitate the engagement of the 

Diasporas. In addition the involvement of the various pertinent Ministries and government 

Agencies both at federal and regional states; it has drafted a policy that aimed at strengthening 

and encouraging the participation of the Diaspora in the overall activities of their mother land.  

The ministry has been involved in organizing different forums, conducting research, promoting 

the country’s profile and encouraging, motivating the Diaspora to participate in the development. 

The Diaspora policy endorsed by the council of ministers on the 40
th

 session was prepared by 

(MoFA) and assigned to implement the Diaspora policy. It aims at informing the Diaspora about 

the peace, development and democracy growth and thus enabling them to better undertake their 

national obligation, to protect the Diaspora’s right and benefit and to remove the constraints for 

their participation.  

The strategies laid dawn to implement the Diaspora Policy are providing a systematic 

information network, establishing/preparing the stage for information transfer, establishing a 

stage for liaison in outreach programs, developing an organized participation , providing them 

with the originality /yellow card and supporting different Diaspora association. The policy is to 
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be executed by the collaboration of MOFA, different governmental institutions both at the 

federal and regional level and through associations and committee that will be established. 

Policies and incentives concerning the Diaspora have been witnessed to be one of the most 

progressive in the sub Saharan Africa. The government appreciates the need in assisting and 

building the capacity of the private sector .One of the policies implemented is the origin identity 

card, which provides the Ethiopian Diaspora members with the same rights as that of a citizen 

without being asked or required dual citizenship. 

The various policy decisions made by the government in the last years have brought a significant 

progress in engaging the Diasporas in their homeland development efforts. There are huge 

changes regarding political views unlike the previous years. Ethiopians in the Diaspora have now 

started to believe in the fact that there is a dramatic  economic development in the country and 

this have been attracting even potential international investors.  

According to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA); Ethiopians in the Diaspora and foreign 

nationals of Ethiopian origin have so far invested billions in various development projects in the 

last ten years. Also the amounts of remittance from Ethiopian Diasporas have been increasing 

drastically.  

According to the World Bank report issued some two years ago the nation obtained 3 billion 

dollars from remittance that contributed 10 percent of its GDP. The effective implementation of 

the Diaspora policy with the collaboration of Banks and other institutions is expected to make a 

difference on the formalization of the transfer of the foreign currency. 

Diaspora’s engagement in knowledge transfer is also on the rise and there are many Diasporas 

teaching in various universities of the country. They could also play a big role in the transferring 

of technologies’. The government encourages especially skilled professionals to do research in 

their field of specialty. This is a chance for the learned Diaspora to shape the future generation of 

Ethiopia. 

Ethiopians in the Diaspora have also been extending their support for the successful completion 

of the Renaissance Dam by purchasing bonds. 
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In relation to trade and tourism the Diaspora as a promoter could participate by introducing 

Ethiopian made product also by sharing their developed skills and helping target a market for 

Ethiopian made products. As a public relation of the country they could attract foreign and other 

Diasporas investors by building the image of the country by preparing business related forums. 

They could also promote the country profile and attractiveness by establishing cultural 

institutions, museums and different Diaspora associations. 

The Diaspora as a law abiding citizen, must respect the laws and the regulations issued in the 

country. They should be an example to others in exercising fair, lawful, equitable use of benefits 

and limited resource of the country. The participation should not be superficial where they 

benefit from the incentive and ignore their duty and the conditions that allowed for it. For 

instance in 2006 the Ethiopian government allowed, to the Diaspora that return to Ethiopia 

permanently, to import their personal household effects 100% duty free. They could also play a 

big role by establishing and providing quality standards in the product and services they produce. 

Although the policies have resulted in increased Diaspora involvement it has not occurred to the 

initial expectation and the Diasporas’ potential.  

One of the draw backs mentioned as a cause for the low participation is that the limited 

awareness about the current government policy and the countries’ profile among some of this 

sector of the society. The 1974 revolution has resulted in two decades of war and large Ethiopian 

citizens out flow. Though there are remarkable changes, in my views some are looking at the 

current country using an old eye, to still be in the conditions when they have left.  

Some Ethiopians in the Diaspora have also been tamed by the suppressive actions and unfounded 

allegations made by some opposition groups about the current government.  Even though so 

unsuccessful, as to me the actions of these groups couldn’t be seen different from the act of 

treason and terrorism.  They have been still trying to hurt the image of the country, damage the 

unity of the nation and kill the motivation of Ethiopians for prosperity by broadening the 

distance gap between the Diaspora and their home country. 

Terrorism is defined as “an act or a threat of violence to create an atmosphere of fear and alarm”. 

It is  trying  to change the minds, opinions and believes of a people by creating, spreading fear in 

their  minds and also ; by using force disturbing  the peace ,security and safety of the 
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environment and thus making the people feel  insecure ,doubtful and fearful  of  the environment. 

Some opposition groups had succeeded temporally to blur the minds of Ethiopians and other 

countries about the condition – the state the country is in.  

If one can ask what they have done for the country it is terrorism - painting the country to look 

unsafe, divided, politically unstable, getting in the way of financial support, trying to cause civil 

war, supporting – helping other enemies, close mindedly - having an attitude that their way is 

always right, that there could be no other or a better way and not willing to change their mind; 

blaming the government for everything without proposing an alternative plan or a strategy of 

their own. 

Their actions could not just be seen as expression of opposing opinion since it is untruthful ,has 

no ground and given irresponsibly without due consideration as to the consequences.  

It was not done for the wellbeing of the country and development of the country. Their thirst for 

power, the motive and greed behind it and mainly their action so far and their history clarifies 

their true identity - the enemy of Ethiopia, a terrorist. 

One of their treason is the enactment of the Ethiopian Democracy and Accountability Act of 

2005, through the US Congress. Some opposition groups after endangering the long fought 

gained peace, security; democracy and development, left the country .They were not involved in 

tackling the real problems of Ethiopians or cooperate with each other or being constructive 

opposition groups. What they were involved was organizing the Diaspora misleading them to be 

an instrument of destruction for their dead/lost dream.  

Such egocentric - treason motives were clearly depicted to enact an insulting law for Ethiopian. 

By organizing protesters, demonstrations, fund raising, circulating petitions to support the bill 

and testifying before the US Congress .They actively supported the passing of the Ethiopian 

Democracy and Accountability Act of 2005, thus insulting the sovereignty and the nations and 

nationalities of Ethiopian people’s - trying to degrading us to live in the estimation of the US 

Congress. What does Ethiopia need? Is it a Democratic Act stated by US Congress; where Peace, 

Democracy and Development were already secured? 



 10 

Their unworthiness for unity and for the country was made obvious when they were squabbled 

among themselves over trifle things just few weeks after their ill played politics and superficial 

concern in months showing their true color; that they were not unified themselves and that they 

cannot be trusted with matters of the country especially with their agenda on race and given the 

realities of the country.   

The continues obstruction of the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance construction and the oversea Dam 

bond sell disturbance ;  for me is the cruelest and a first degree  treason act  one could do to this 

country. They disturbed the Dam bond promotion and selling by creating chaos and interruption 

of the agenda camouflaging with the freedom of speech blanket. 

The dam project had been hidden for five decades through different schemes by foreign enemies. 

This project – the country’s ticket out of poverty is being hindered by masked Ethiopian 

opposition groups - if they could be called one. I could not even understand the motive of the 

foreigners since the project has win- win scenarios in every aspect .The fact that the opposition 

groups are Ethiopians and they are trying to stop this project is beyond my comprehension and 

make me doubt their nationality originality this is treason at its highest and worst level. The Dam 

has the potential to produce 5,250 Mega Watts, it is the largest infrastructure commenced in 

Ethiopian and in Africa history. 

Does a concerned Ethiopian could ever desire to stop this? Distort the hope – dream for the 

country? Being a servant of a state is not for self – serving, a true civil servant must sacrifices 

his/her need it is not for personal gratification or glory .The opposition groups sacrificed nothing 

and won’t stop even at the cost of harming the people and willing to pay a price that obstructs the 

peace, security and growth of the country. 

The right to uphold any political views has been fully respected by the constitution of the 

country. In the current Ethiopian political life every citizen has the right to oppose or criticize the 

incumbent with out any restrictions. However one key problem which I have been observing 

among some of the Diaspora in this regard is that they are being unable (knowingly or 

unknowingly) to differentiate the government in power and the country as a whole.   

They should understand the fact that governments could be replaced by another but the country 

and its people continues till …   
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If this part of the Diasporas are really committed and worry for their country and people they 

should demonstrate their readiness to engaging in the fight against poverty which has been the 

key reason for the century long agony of the nation.  

I expect much more rationality and constructive actions from the Diaspora for they have been 

exposed to nations that are considered to be advanced in all aspects of political, economic and 

social matters.   

As an Ethiopian the Diaspora must believe in their duty to develop their home country. “Ask not 

what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your country”. This famous quote 

should be the spirit and a principle inherent in all Ethiopian citizens’ heart and action. An answer 

must be given to the governments’ national call to fight poverty and for the renaissance of 

Ethiopia. The effort and commitment taken by the government in the implementation of policies, 

institutions, incentives and etc. implemented for the Diaspora participation deserves recognition 

and an answer from the Diaspora. 

The achievement already attained is inspirational and motivates to participate in the effort 

needed for Ethiopia. The growth and development is a living reality, one has to only to look at 

the country. They must also realize /recognize in sharing the responsibility and stand in 

solidarity; not giving in to the bullying. They have to have an open mind giving the government 

a benefit of a doubt; look in to the planed and already started targets for the country and judge 

for themselves. 

The GTP having focused on continuous rapid growth, emphasizing on agriculture, the 

encouragement of industrialization, investment in infrastructure ,enhancement of social 

development , strengthening of governance ,and the empowerment of youth and women ; calls 

for the collaboration from all Ethiopians. 

So far the government’s programs implementation especially the vision of the renaissance 

Ethiopia inspires confidence in the citizens’ heart. It has also won the attention of foreigner 

countries, investors and international financial organizations like IMF and World Bank. If one 

inspires confidence then winning and getting the participation and trust of the people is secured.  
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It is the vision of a renaissance Ethiopia – this guiding inspired vision; purpose was the reason 

for the participation; I saw that early morning on the road; an inspired activity from a need to 

transform their life and to fulfill a call from their country .There could not be an involvement a 

desire for action without motivation. What could motivate the Diaspora more than the 

renaissance Ethiopia vision – a country striding with promising transformation? 


