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It has been 22 years since the seeds of democracy have been sowed in Ethiopia. During 

those years, Ethiopians have come to realize how the roads to democracy can be daunting 

and understand well, that developing a real, working democracy is more complicated than 

it seems. 

 

Nevertheless, they seem ready for the challenge, because, having the power to hire and 

fire your government is a simple and attractive idea, Ethiopians come to understand and 

want. 

 

Naturally, one of the essential and fundamental components of a functioning democracy 

is the prevalence of an effective and credible opposition group or groups. Without such 

force or forces, even a genuine liberal society looks and feels a de-facto dictatorship. 

 

Unfortunately, to the dismay of the people, the Ethiopian opposition groups have failed 

miserably to be a factor: to play a positive and relevant role in the democratization 

process. There are multitudes of factors that contributed to the opposition camp’s 

paralysis, but most of them are self-inflicted - it has become its own worst enemy. 

 

After so many years in the political wilderness, the oppositions are still afflicted with a 

crippling insecurity, prone to erratic outbursts and self-mutilation, unable to focus on 

long-run national imperative. If they were psychiatric patients, they would be 

institutionalized.  

 

Their biggest shortcomings, have been their seemingly disinterest in developing relevant 

political, economic and social policies. Such an undertaking has been relegated to 

tomorrow’s work. Those of us, looking for the opposition to emerge as the other 

mainstream force – alternative to EPRDF – were hopping tomorrow starts today - to no 

avail. 

 

Instead, the oppositions, esp. those on the extreme political spectrum, have become 

consumed with hate and are constantly trying to resurrect a backward fervor and keep 

repeatedly pushing political agendas that are tinged with apocalyptic visions. These 

groups are obsessed with the myth of a golden era that must be restored; in their world, it 

seems mythology has replaced common sense. 

 

Most of their arguments and campaigns about the country or the government are pile of 

untruth, libels and distortions. It is such outlook that exposed; the oppositions not only 

lack the capacity to capture the imagination of wider cultures, but also frighten and repel, 

those civil sensibilities. Ethiopians don’t understand solitudes, can’t comprehend the 

intensely nursed grudges of those who see the present only through the prism of an 

imagined past.  



 

 

As one can imagine, the opposition’s fixation on Manichean philosophy has proven to be 

an exercise in futility.  The more they keep weeded to their traditional strategy of 

irrational and negative politics, the more their popularity and membership rolls just keep 

dwindling. 

 

However, the devastating impact of the opposition’s relegation to irrelevancy has been on 

their supporters, who are left scratching their heads, wondering how the opposition, 

theoretically, the parties that should stand as the alternative to the governing party, has 

been proven unfit for the task.  

 

Year after year, the oppositions have been consistent in disappointing everyone, 

including their followers. Every time the people think, they [the oppositions], can’t 

possibly fall further short of expectations, they surpass expectations of their short fall 

from what is expected of them. It doesn’t matter how little was expected. 

 

 Consequently, some of their supporters have had enough. The opposition 

leadership’s bad strategy, bad faith and judgment have pushed them in to the 

government fold. 

 

 For others, years of negative campaigning and anti-EPRDF indoctrination 

seem to have taken their toll. Even though; they no longer support the 

opposition, they nevertheless, couldn’t go as far as supporting the governing 

party either. As a result, they have become withdrawn and apathetic.  

 

 Yet, there are those meek and ardent, who are still stuck with in the opposition 

loop. But, even they have come to realize, that the opposition is too weak, too 

polarized, and devoid of national agenda, to effect change. It is this reality that 

is pushing them in to the world of cynicism. 

 

In his book The Cynical Society, New York sociologist Jeffrey Goldfarb describes 

cynicism the single pressing problem of our time. He observes that cynical attitudes work 

to establish “legitimacy through disbelief.” Things are bad, but inherently bad. Because, 

to the cynic, human nature and society are so depraved that in the final analysis nothing is 

all right. 

 

Cynicism is widely deemed to be rampant in contemporary society, and just as to be 

deemed to be a malaise. But what is cynicism, and why is it a malaise? 

 

Cynics like those of the Ethiopian extremists, claim to see beneath the appearances and to 

know just how bleak things are. According to them, human beings are power-hungry, 

greedy and out for themselves; social conventions and morality serve to put a veneer on 

the self- interested option that is ubiquitous in humanity. 

 

Anyone who believes in altruism, dedication to a cause or even genuine friendship is 

naively realistic – just not smart enough to have figured out how things really are. 



 

 

Cynicism is expressed in interpretive style or in projecting on to people and events, 

motivations and causes that buttress negative picture of the world. -  Sound familiar?  

 

Therefore, Contemporary cynics wouldn’t be impressed by positive stories, such as - that 

of the transformation of Ethiopia - They would stick to their narrative and say “there is 

nothing to feel good about.” 

 

Lately, Ethiopia has become the subject of much international attention. No day passes 

without one reading or hearing about the remarkable achievements the country is 

registering. Needless to say, the people back home are feeling sanguine with pride. Who 

can blame them? After all, these achievements are not manna from heaven, rather are 

fruits of 22 years of hard work. 

 

Sadly, our cynics in the Diaspora are not only indifferent to the new positive image of the 

country, but also trying hard to rain on the people’s parade. Amid the celebrations in the 

country, the matrix of extremist stratum are going on a tangent, concocting their usual 

counter intuitive campaigns about the country and the government; by digging up old 

mishaps, exaggerating minor incidents and fabricating problems. Some even have 

assumed the role of political pawns of the nation’s adversary countries, like Egypt. 

 

 So, are cynics pessimists? Not quite. Pessimists, believing bad things are going 

to happen, wish it were other wise and feel depressed. 

 Cynics are above it all: human nature just is what it is, and it isn’t going to fool 

them. Cynicism is a top dog position. 

 Would cynics commit to change anything? No point. Much whining and 

moaning –but no action.  

 Feel disillusioned? They never have any illusion in the first place. Take for 

example: the toxic Diaspora; they are well aware of the objective situation of 

the country, but, they stick adhering to denial. There is an Amharic saying that 

relates to such obstinate: “Awko yetegna sew bekesekesut aysemam” – loosely 

translated as – you can’t wake up, someone who pretends to be sleeping.  

 Despair? Life is like that. 

 

It wasn’t always this way. Early cynics like Diogenes, crates, Hipparchus …were 

iconoclastic critics of social conventions. And they expressed an intense moral message. 

This is not the tone of the contemporary cynics: somewhere – cynicism have become 

more mocking with no commitment to constructive social critique or positive reform. 

 

The basic observation that cynicism is a malaise strikes me as true and important, 

because, such belief and arguments echo the rhetoric of people who are lost and don’t 

have a clue or those who are trying to stop the sun from rising. But, most importantly, 

cynicism is a malaise because, like a bad habit it is a comfortable bed; easy to get in to 

but difficult to get out,  

 



 

Worse yet, cynicism can lead to self-fulfilling prophesies. Cynics take a negative stance, 

impose a bleak picture on human nature and society and believe themselves to have 

revealed our deepest motivations. Through their self- fulfilling prophesies, they worsen 

our relationships and restrict our possibilities for action. Deceived and misled, they see 

themselves as worldly wise and others as naive. 

 

Such loopy political view requires the rejection of matters established in facts and 

empirical evidence. They assert that records and facts are wrong. Such is the radical 

posturing views of the Diaspora extremists that have taken reason hostage and objectivity 

along with it. It is one thing to hold differing political views but quite another to actually 

maintain facts and arguments that you know are fault.  

 

In short, cynicism is a trap - logically, politically, personally and ethically: It is a malaise. 
 

Mehretun yawred [god have mercy]. 

 

 

 


