
Ato Tesema Girmay, 70, of Seattle Washington, passed 
away on March 30, 2013. The funeral service was held 
at 2:00 PM on April 6, 2013 at St. Mary Church in 
Seattle Washington.   
 
St. Emmanuel Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church 
led the funeral prayer and service accompanied by 
several Orthodox Tewahedo Churches of Seattle.  
In addition, the St. Emmanuel Ethiopian Orthodox 
Tewahedo Church Choir provided special music.   
 

Family members and friends came from all corners of 
USA and Canada and attended his funeral service.  
 

Post-funeral reception was held at Langston Hughes 
Performing Arts Center.  

Ato Tesema Girmay 
 
Ato Tesema Girmay was born in Tigray (Atsbi, Kilte Awlalo) in Ethiopia from his 
father Girazmatch Hailu Dera and his mother Woizero Gelilawit Atsbha Tesema in 
November 3, 1943. Ato Tesema completed his primary and secondary schooling at 
Atse Yohannes IV School in Mekelle. After successfully completed his secondary 
education and passed college preparatory exam, he moved to Addis Ababa to pursue 
further education and gain employment. 
 
While pursuing his education in the evening and working for Siemens Electrical 
Engineering, his longtime dream was realized and came to New York, USA on 
November 18, 1973. A year later he moved to Washington DC to study Business 
Accounting at Eastern University. Ato Tesma was deeply troubled with the human right 
abuses his fellow citizens were subjected to in Ethiopia at that time. As a result, he 
formed a group and co-founded one of the oldest, active and effective organization 
known as “UTNA” United Tigreans in North America in 1974. In addition, Ato Tesema 
served as a board member, secretary, chairman, and treasurer of Tigray Development 
Association (TDA), a nonprofit organization.  He moved to Seattle in 1991.  
 
Ato Tesema was widely known and respected for his unwavering services he had 
provided for St. Emmanuel Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church and the Tigrean 
Community Center in Seattle, Washington.  He served the church for 16 years as a 
member, board member, chairman, and secretary. Ato Tesema exemplified and lived a 
life of friendship, kindness, and compassion following the example of our almighty 
protector Jesus Christ.  
 
Although we, his family members and friends are saddened by his passing, we are 
comforted in knowing that he will celebrate the reunion with his parents in heaven.  
 
He is survived by his beloved wife of 17 years, Woizero Almaz Hushe, brother Eskindir 
Bitsue, and sister Eleni Bitsue. 


