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CELEBRATE  

Now everybody is talking about the marvellous consecutive economic growth of 

Ethiopia. Hence, when it look-forward to the upcoming new-year, Ethiopia has 

every reasons to celebrate. More importantly, the key driver for Ethiopia’s 

economic growth is not exploitation of abundant oil reserve. In fact there are 

countries in the world that have abundant oil, but they do not manage to have 

the same transformation that Ethiopia is making. Ethiopia has determined to 

get itself out of the quagmire of poverty and make its economic growth more 

transformative that would benefit everybody. This is the goal set by the 

Ethiopian government and its people.  

As they are experiencing a growth this fastest economic growth, the coming 

new-year would be a perfect time not only for celebration, but also for 

retrospection. Moreover, as it continues to register the fastest economic growth 

not only on African but on the world scale, it is beginning to have faith in its 

future and the old image of Ethiopia is beginning to bleach.  

The perception gap about investing and doing business in Ethiopia is 

moderating and its annual investment attractiveness rapidly increasing as 

foreign companies are showing interest to invest in Ethiopia. The visibility 

Ethiopia enjoys has enabled it to attract even more financing from foreign 

sources. FDI into Ethiopia is picking up and has reached an estimated $1bn in 



2012, the highest figure ever, anchored by two investments totalling over $ 

415m by global drinks giants Diageo of the UK and Heineken of the 

Netherlands. Over the next three years, the FDI estimate is $ 1.5bn annually. 

This is a good demonstration of the remarkable job done by the Ethiopian 

government in creating favourable condition for business that has fast-tracked 

the development of the country.  

What is more encouraging in this regard is that the Ethiopian government 

knows what is good to its citizen and the country; and therefore selective when 

inviting foreign investors. It focuses on investors that are ready to fulfil the 

conditionality of its development policy and willing to align themselves to its 

primary focuses and priorities and thereby enabled the country to tap its 

potentials.  

 

The EU has recently declared that Ethiopia is its best development partner in 

Africa and has expressed it interest to continue to be a good development 

partner. Thus, for the next seven years it has earmarked 740m Euro to assist 

the various development programs of the country.  

By any measure, it would be marvellous to see in Ethiopia such a notable rate 

of poverty reduction in just seven years -where it stands 37% in 2006 and now 

step-down to less than 25 %. 

Haggai Erlich 

In an article published recently Professor Haggai Erlich of the Tel Aviv 

University has said “For an historian of Ethiopia, a visit in 2014 is an inspiring 

experience.” But, what does Haggai Erlich tried to purport by this very 

sentence?  

I think he had many things in mind that led him to begin his article with such 

a cogent remark. I can guess the reason why he capitalizes the profession of 



the visitor. A visitor who is historian by profession would have all the facts and 

knowledge that would allow him to appraise the change that Ethiopia has been 

undergoing in the last two decades, which would definitely render his visit to 

be an inspiring experience. As the historian would have the vantage point to 

put and look things in perspective.  

Professor Haggai Erlich has been frequently visited Ethiopia beginning from the 

1970s and has the vantage point to adopt a diachronic perspective that would 

easily reflect the change; and thus he had unsurprisingly admitted that 

Ethiopia “looks now moving forward like never before.”  

He has further noted that he had spent many months in Ethiopia during the 

last years of Emperor Haile Sellassie. He recollects that Ethiopia of the imperial 

regime had “the aura of biblical time, conservative, religious, and very poor. It 

were years of misery but of great expectations. All were sure that the future will 

be of progress and liberty.” But that hope has changed into thin air.  

After the downfall Haile Sellassie’s regime, he continued to come to Ethiopia 

every two years other after the 1991 fall of the Derg, and as a visiting scholar I 

watched the country recuperating from a disastrous trauma. Gradually 

Ethiopia resumed its human and happy spirit, opened to its own diversity and 

to the greater world.” 

“The change was not without pains and problems, but altogether it was, and it 

is, in the right direction. Now, twenty three years later, it seems to me that it 

would be proper to declare that 1991 was the first real revolution in Ethiopia’s 

two millennia of history.” 

He never meant “to depict a rosy picture” of Ethiopia that is reconstructed after 

the down fall of the Derg in 1991 and he affirmed that “…Ethiopia is still far 

from living up to its potentialities, and in all aspects. But it is definitely 

marching in the right direction and in an ever quickening pace.” 



He further commented: “In August 2012 the leader of the new system, Meles 

Zenawi, passed away. In modern times, whenever the head of the hierarchy in 

Ethiopia died, the whole structure he had built collapsed. As of 1991 the 

country has no ruler but leaderships, and it is run by institutions not by 

dictators. Consequently it enjoys stability, continuity, and an amazing 

momentum of progress.”  

“A 2014 visitor, one who knows the country, cannot but marvel. Ethiopia is 

practically under construction. New buildings, roads, railways, factories, 

shopping malls, small and big businesses, modern hotels, all sorts of shops, 

even traffic jams! New industrial areas, factories, busy Lorries. Sights that were 

never part of the country.  

“Still there is poverty around; every economic growth anywhere is accompanied 

by widening socio-economic gaps. It gives little comfort for the poor, but even 

they are by far better than their parents. The Middle class is growing fast, in 

both the rural and urban areas. Millions of kids go to new schools. Thirty one 

universities are spread all over the country, arguably at the expense of 

academic quality, but they do energize social and economic mobility. In one 

word: Ethiopia of today is not anymore that poor a place. Rather, it is a better 

place to be born into than most African and Middle Eastern neighbouring 

countries. Comparing to the failing states all around her, and comparing to its 

own past, Ethiopia is now a land of real promise.” 

On The Contrary  

As a matter of fact our, mileage on Ethiopia’s growth and democratization may 

vary, but we would all agree that Ethiopia is on the move in every respect. 

Ethiopia is becoming the most alluring investment destination in Africa for big 

businesses both from the east and west.    

 



Unfortunately, there are international human rights organizations that are 

demonizing and keen to begin writing the last chapter of EPRDF that pursue 

the developmental sate model in Ethiopia and they are prolific in writing 

reports that aim at disfiguring the new image of Ethiopia. 

 

In my view, these human rights organizations are always devoted to generate 

violence and bent on serving the political or economic interests of their funders. 

Thus, they keep on issuing report after report on the alleged human rights 

violation of the Ethiopian government. Nevertheless, their ceaseless 

propagation of reports has noting but admonition and insidious manipulation 

of fabricated facts.  

 

I do not believe that the role and priority of human rights groups should be 

attracting investors. I am not also asking them to curb their criticisms. Instead, 

I am demanding them to make renewed and enlarged efforts on valid 

assessment and accurate monitoring which would have an important positive 

impact, rather than disposing themselves to be intransigently hostile to the 

Ethiopian government. 

  

As it appears now, they never fail to pronounce their profound commitment in 

espousing freedom and human rights all around the world. But we also find 

them subverting any genuine effort made in promoting freedom and human 

rights; if a particular administration does not shows compliance to the 

disintegrating neoliberal ideology. Thus, now human right rhetoric is being 

used as an ideological weapon to launch assault on any group that they 

consider as defiant.  
 

As a matter of fact, these extraordinary right-wing elements in the West are 

always craving to rent the neoliberal policy packages to the third world. 

Unfortunately the ruling party in Ethiopia is unwilling to accept the dictates of 

these bigheaded international advocacy groups. 



 

Ethiopia is not a “banana republic” and the ruling party EPRDF has already 

drawn the battle lines and been unswervingly defending its positions. 

Ethiopian government believes that “developmental state model” is the best for 

Ethiopia bar none. 

 

More often than not these international human rights organizations receive 

their note card from anonymous asylum seekers and who would like to take 

the plunge to admonish the Ethiopian government and secure their asylum. 

These reports may probably be hailed by uncompromising market 

fundamentalists who wish to lead an attack against any developmental states.  

 

But these international human rights organizations do publish these reports at 

a high and unredeemable price of losing their integrity. Their work may win 

nods of recognition from unbending right-wing elements in the West who are 

funding them; but for those who have honestly engaged themselves in 

establishing and consolidating their democratic governance, it would be 

ominously disheartening to read the reports these international groups are 

publishing. 

 

Since the over throw of the military junta called Derg, Ethiopia has made great 

strides in ensuring the respect of human rights and in promoting freedom and 

democracy. We don't need to have an expert knowledge about the history of the 

country to appreciate this fact; we just have to have our eyes open. If the usual 

detractors of the Ethiopian government were candid in their advocacy; or had 

taken heed of the arduous journey of Ethiopia’s democracy over the last two 

decades they could have appreciate the endeavours being made in pushing 

forward the democratization process in Ethiopia.  

 

Of late the Human Rights Watch has decried “Ethiopia’s ambitious development 

schemes” which it purportedly said funded by finances drawn from domestic 



revenue sources and foreign assistance.” It has also accused the Ethiopian 

government for “displacing indigenous communities without appropriate 

consultation or any compensation.”  

 

According this report “Security forces have also used violence, threats, and 

intimidation to force some groups to relocate, such as in the Lower Omo Valley 

where indigenous people continue to be displaced from their traditional lands, 

which are earmarked for state-run irrigated sugar plantations.” 

 

It further alleged that Ethiopia is proceeding with development of a sugar 

plantation in the Lower Omo Valley, clearing 245,000 hectares of land that is 

home to 200,000 indigenous peoples. Displaced from their ancestral lands, 

these agro-pastoralists are being moved to permanent villages under the 

villagization program.”  

 

But to the dismay of the authors of these reports their accusation had been 

constantly ignored by the Western governments. However, these international 

human rights organizations would never lose heart and now they are once 

more baying for blood. They are calling for a punishment on Ethiopia.  

 

High Cost 

Their report on these serious and highly important issues does not include the 

reaction of intellectuals, government official and scholars. As they have done 

before, their recent report also argued that the Ethiopian government is 

violating the human and democratic rights of its citizens.  

Sometimes, the political cost of such kind of allegation is too high to a country 

that is struggling to emerge from the culture of totalitarian systems and 

military dictatorship, ruinous long-running civil war and poverty. They seem to 

be working to plunged the country, overnight, into the nightmare of civil and 

religious strives which the country is trying hard to escape.  



 

The "political cost" could have been even more harmful to Ethiopia, when their 

allegation takes issues with the ethnic and religious identity, as they did now, 

of the supposed victims.  This could finally result in the destruction of a fragile 

democratic system that Ethiopia is working hard to enhance.    

 


