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The newly appointed Ambassador of Ethiopia to Sweden and other Nordic Countries, 

Ambassador Woinshet Tadesse, presented her credentials to President Olafur Ragnar 

Grimsson of the Republic of Iceland, on Thursday last week (April 3).  

 

During the ceremony, Ambassador Woinshet underlined the importance of strengthening 

bilateral relations between Ethiopia and Iceland. She expressed Ethiopia's appreciation of the 

Icelandic-US Company, Reykjavik Geothermal, for its decision to invest in geothermal 

energy development, and briefed the President on Ethiopia’s renewable energy potential in 

geothermal and hydroelectric power, noting that further strengthening bilateral relation s 

would allow the harnessing of these untapped resources. She outlined Ethiopia's ambitions to 

be the energy hub for East Africa and the need to learn from the immense expertise of Iceland 

in these areas of geothermal and hydropower. She handed the President a letter from Prime 

Minister Hailemariam inviting the President to visit Ethiopia.  

 

President Grimsson congratulated Ambassador Woinshet on her appointment and reiterated 

the need to strengthen bilateral relations. He welcomed the invitation from Prime Minister 

Hailemariam and said a visit would be a good opportunity to strengthen relations. He said 

Reykjavik's investment in Ethiopia could be a model not only in Africa but also globally as a 

major step to contribute to adaptation and mitigation of climate change. He also mentioned 

multipurpose use of geothermal energy: for greenhouse agriculture as well as for drying and 

preservation of fish, meat and fruit. 

 

 During her stay in Iceland, Ambassador Woinshet Tadesse met and held discussions with a 

number of Icelandic officials including the Permanent Secretary of State of the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, Einar Gunnarsson, the CEO of Reykjavik Energy, the Director General of 

the International Development Agency, the Director General of the National Energy 

Authority, the Director of the United Nations University Geothermal Training Programme as 

well as members of the Ethiopian Community in Iceland. 

 


