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Your Excellency, Minister of Finance and Economic Development 
Your Excellences, Members of Government  
Your Excellences, Members of the Diplomatic corps 
Distinguishes Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen 
 
On behalf of the Development Assistance Group (DAG), I wish to sincerely thank the 
Government of Ethiopia for inviting development partners to this consultative forum. The 
DAG is humbled by this invitation as our presence is not just a reminder of our contribution, 
but also, at a time when some of us are facing economic and financial challenges, a symbol 
of our partnership. This meeting today provides an opportunity to learn from each other. An 
opportunity that is more apparent given the significant development gains that the 
government and people of Ethiopia have registered over the past decades.  
 
Please allow me to preface my introductory remarks by commending the leadership of this 
country for placing its people on a development path that will surely be remembered as one 
of the inspirational examples of the African renaissance. It is with this in mind that we regret 
the passing away of PM Meles and applaud the peaceful transition of power and policy 
continuity.  
 
As we express our support for the government, we wish to extend our appreciation for all 
who are active and interested in Ethiopia’s development. Whilst there is a propensity to 
emphasize the role and responsibilities of government, we should not forget to remind 
ourselves that Ethiopia’s success is a collective and differentiated responsibility that hinges 
on building wider ownership and partnership across all sectors. Indeed herein resides the 
importance of this consultative forum as a consistent and predictable platform for domestic 
and mutual accountability.  
 
We however recognize that it is to the government to lead these reflections and we 
encourage the government to continue to invite all Ethiopian citizens, through the 
organizations by which they feel themselves represented, to participate in the ongoing 
debate on how to build this country.  
 
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen  
 
We recognize the significant development gains that have been secured this far. Whilst the 
growth rate of GDP has fallen somewhat, the achieved results are impressive by any 
standard. 
 
We are impressed by the positive change in the social sector: the numbers on progress in 
Health, Education, infrastructure and water supply speak for themselves.  We are confident 
that the momentum will surely enable Ethiopia achieve most of the MDGs by 2015. In 
moving forward, consolidating and sustaining these transformational gains should and will 
serve as the fundamental basis for our further constructive engagement and action.  
 



However, the road ahead is still long and arduous. Ethiopia cannot afford to falter. Now 
more than ever, we need to be creative in our collective and individual responses. Securing 
the vision of the GTP, the aspiration of Ethiopians and indeed what we wish to bequeath to 
the future generation will only be successful through boldness in thought and through 
actions that move beyond rigid/linear processes and quick fixes to long term results that 
concentrate on inclusivity, sustainability and take advantage of diversity.  
 
Experience teaches us that the reality of partnerships is that we learn from each other, 
express and defend common objectives and approaches in our engagements.  As we learn 
and appreciate the Ethiopian experience, please allow me, on behalf of the DAG, to share 
some thoughts and perspectives on sustaining the transformation which we are witnessing 
today. 
 
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen  
 
The impressive but so far somewhat lower than expected level of expectation of economic 
performance may suggest the buildup of vulnerabilities which need to be addressed in order 
to ensure strong, sustainable and inclusive growth. We recognise efforts deployed by GoE to 
address the gap in financing the Growth and Transformation Plan and wider macroeconomic 
imbalances. I mention the scaling-up of efforts to promote private sector development, 
which is key for employment creation, and improvement of the investment climate. We 
however encourage further deepening of the financial sector reform, prioritisation of and a 
measured approach to public investment backed by non-inflationary financing. In this 
context, we encourage the government to further promote domestic saving by the use of 
market-based instruments with a more flexible determination of interest rates.  
 
We identify with government’s commitment to job creation and encourage a more 
systematic approach to investments which require tackling some structural and regulatory 
challenges and improving competitiveness by addressing constraints such as customs and 
trade regulations and logistics; access to finance; access to land; and skilled labor.  
 
Within the wider context of equity and equitable development, we are encouraged to see 
that the Developing Regional States and South Omo are being prioritised for economic 
development, poverty reduction and improved access to basic services. In this context, we 
are committed to continue to work with government to use its ‘basic ingredients’ and 
implement internationally accepted best practices for resettlement and reflect on 
sustainable land use and tenure policy.  
 
We acknowledge efforts that are being made to improve popular participation and the 
wider governance framework and note that the reform process is work in progress. 
Sustaining and accelerating Ethiopia’s transformation into a middle income country 
necessitates bold actions to strengthen the capacity and effectiveness of democratic 
institutions; wider participation of all sectors of society and entrenching a cultural tolerance 
and respect for diversity. As the GTP mentions clearly: the development of Ethiopia will not 
take place unless all of its potential will be unleashed, particularly the potential of women 
and youth.  
 



We welcome the strengthening of the statistical methodology to produce GDP- and other 
macro-economic numbers and note that reliable data are imperative for managing for 
results, monitoring, evaluation and communication of progress as well as scaling up our 
support. We thus encourage consistent improvement of the M&E framework to enhance 
the accuracy and adequacy of data and the smartness of indicators to collectively and 
individually assess established progress and challenges. 
 
In conclusion, we recognise the established gains and encourage government to strengthen 
the macro-economic framework, improve political space and interactions between the 
federal government and regional states. We commend government’s pledge to policy 
continuity and share its optimism that implementation of the GTP is on course. We reiterate 
our commitment to the GTP and the principles underpinning effective development 
cooperation. 
 
As we reflect on the strategies and actions on moving forward, it is imperative we think of 
the larger context. Ongoing discussions on the post 2015 development agenda and the 
Ethiopian APRM country report provide an opportunity for such reflection and it would be 
interesting to see how government aligns the outcome of this consultation on the progress 
of implementation of the GTP with the National Programme of Action on the APRM.   
 
We look forward to the deliberations on reports and conclusions of the consultations we 
will have today, during which we will be able to go in much further detail of the specifics of 
the review document. Judging by the impressive turnout today, it promises to be an exciting 
and inspiring day. 
 
I thank you 
 
 


